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PREFACHE.

‘TrE chief theme of this little book is,
Man kimself as he came from his Maker’s
hands, and Man as he made himself by
his disobedience and fall. The discussion
thus necessarily extends to such grave
questions as sin's nature, origin, and
effects upon our first ‘parents and the
race ; and our effort takes somewhat the
character of a Theodicy. Writing prinei-
pally for the people, we have done our
best to keep our pages unencumbered
with the technical language of theology,
and would gladly have omitted the
polemical element altogether if that had
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been suitable to our circumstances. Qur
desire has been to write with such sim- |
plicity and love as are consistent with:
fidelity to the truth. Perhaps it is too
~ much to hope that we may gi.ve instruc-
tion to all readers, offence to none.
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