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BIOGRAPUICAL NOTE AND




BIOGRATPHICAL NOTE AND
INTRODUCTIOXN.

Tae author of this diary, George Mackenzie
MacAulay, was a npative of the parish of Ulg in
the island of Lewis, Outer Hebrides, where he was
born in the year 1750, He was a cousin ol Lowd
MaeAulay, whose anecstars, the MacAulays of Ulig,
can be traced back to the sixteenth century as the
dominating (and turbulent) elan of that district.
T'he name of the Rev, Aulay MacAulay, Vicar of
Hothley, Leieestershive, and onele of Lord MaeAulay,
appears in the diarcy,

Of the early life of George MacAulay, nothing is
known, but his use of nautical phrases is snggestive.
The lare of London tempi,ed'hiui, when still a boy,
as it has since tempted many a youth from the
distant IHighlands, to take the plunge that leads
sometimes to wealth or distinction, sometimes to
poverty and obscurity, and, perhaps most frequently,
to the mneotral region of suburban smugness,
MacAulay, as he tells us himself, came to London
at the age of fifteen, In 1774—at the age of
twenty-four—he was admitted to the Freedom and
Livery of the Company of Howyers, and in 1782 he
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was elected Junior Warden of the Company. In
1786 he became an Alderman of the Ward of
Coleman Strect, and in the same vear was elected
Warden of the Howyers Company. He was Sheriff
in 1790, and on the occasion of his being sworn in
to that office, the Bowyers Company joined his pro-
cession, and provided “2 French Horns, 2 clarinets,
and 1 bassoon.” IHe was Master of the Bowyers
Company from July, 1788, to July, 17%).  He dicd
in 1803, and his widow (of whom nothing is known)
survived him until 1848, Ilis youngest dauvghter
died as recently as 1882 or 18535,

Alderman MacAulay was in business as a mer-
chant and insurer ot 6 Leadenhall Steeet, E.C.
Hiz london residence in 1796-7 was at Number
2 HBridge Stecet, Blackfriars. He had a house at
Bedford, where apparently his family lived at the
time the diary was wiitben,

‘The entries in the diary are a revelation of
character, and by thely means it s not diffienlt to
form & mental pictare of the man from the Hebrides.
His eareer, as sketched above, was obviously that of
an cnergetic City man who had lost no time in
mounting the ladder of success, nor in entering the
civie doorway that leads sometimes to the coveted
Chair in the Mansion-House. We can see him as
he reads his Morning Chyonicle (which, like the
frugal Seot that he was, he gave up when the duty
was raised to sixpence), and drinks his *Padre
Souchong ™ ; and we can hear him as he fulminates
at the breakfast-table to his patient wife on the
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“duplicity™ of Mr. Pitt, and the “infamous conduet
of an onprincipled and fagitious administration.”
We ean follow him to his office in Leadenhall Street,
where he rules his clerks muach in the same way ns
Lis Highland ancestors ruled their dependents—
namely, as a benevolent despot : and where he con-
(lnets his business with method and despatch. We
can observe him at Lloyd's Coffec-Houose, in the
widst of a throng of excited underwriters, by whom
the Alderman is regarded as an authority on all
things on the sen, in the sea, and about the sea.
From 1loyd's, we trace his footsteps to the Hall of
the Bowyers Company, where he sits in the chair of
the Master, a dignified but choleric Beol, against
whom the aceusation could never be made, that he
suffered fools gladly.  And after the business of the
day is over, and he has dined solus at the York,
we can accompany bim te Drury Lane (for the
Alderman prided himself upon his knowledge of the
drama), and listen to s diseriminating praise of
Eliznbeth Farven, Thenee to John's Coffee- House,
where he eats bis oysters and enjoys a politieal
argument with his sanguine friend, Mr. Nutt, a
hardened Pittite, who was prone to look at the
mternational situation through rose-tinted spectacles.
And then home to Bridge Street and bed.

A shrewd man of business, a Young Whig in
polities, a Deist in religion, a patron and eritic of
the drawa, and what 1, Johnson would have called
& “elubbable man,” such was Alderman MacAulay
as we see him in his diary.  Apparently his tongue



