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THE CHINESE MORAL SENTIMENTS
BEFORE CONFUCIUS.

A Siudy im the Origin of Ethical Valuations.

INTRODUCTION,

I. Our THEORY.

A, Gencral Statemcil,

In entering upon this study we frankly ac-
cept the genetic point of wview, which character-
izeés the modern social sciences. We assume
that race characteristics must be explained in the
light of race history. The cxperiences throngh
which a people has passed must influence its
whole view of life. The problems which any
race meets i its straggle for the satisfuctions
of life, will have the determining influence in
shaping its standards and ideals,

The desire for food gives meaning to the
whole process of gelting the foed. Everything
that will aid in this process becomes significant.
Rules and customs are established with reference
to this and all other necessary activities of the
group,

People come to feel deeply about that which
has seemed fo be most significant in their
history. That which bas required the greatest
struggle hecomes the most immediate basis of
sentiment. The sentiments of any people are
thus a record and a product of their past life.
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Even among the most primitive people the
animal impulses must be controlled by the group
interests, Certain acts are condemned as harm-
ful to the group, while others are praised as
most helpful. The man whose conduct is con-
sidered especially injurious becomes an outcast.
He whose activity secms most valuable becomes
a hero.

The type of conduct which meets the needs of
the race in its particular siluation is idealized.
In this way the moral sentiments arc built up.

Yhese moral sentiments are fhe cumnlative
vesully of e race Adsiory and of the race reflec-
tion upon that history.

Hence in entering upon the study of a people’s
moral sentiments, we must know the historic
backeround of its eultural life.

It is the purposc of this thesis to investigate
the moral sentiments which prevailed in China
before the time of Confucius,—that is before
lhe middle of the sixth century B C.  The most
casential prereguisite for Lhis is an ooderstand-
ing of the external conditions of life and of the
socio-relizions world-view of the people whose
sentiments we are to study.

B. Specific Developuent,

We here offer a preliminary statement of
the conclusions to which our investigation leads



INTRODUCTION., 3

«. As to occupational influences, we shall
defend the hypothesis that the Chinese never
were a typical nemadic people; but that for
thousands of years before Confucius, the wore
peaceful occupation of tilling the fields had given
the foundation for their whele view of life. The
evidence for this will appear in a study of the
philological records and of the social tendencies
which come down from the earlier times. Ttis
in the discussion of this topic that we find onr
held for the most otiginal investigation.

& We claim also that so far as it is possible
to trace their origin the Chinese were an fu-
digepous population ; that they never had to
supplant another people ; that there were no rivals
claiming possession of the land. Apparently
there were no strong, hostile neirhbors pressing
in upon them before the beginoing of the Chou
dynasty in r12z B, O, Their carly struggle was
with nature, rather than men. The sffmnlns fo
developmend soas from withing wof from withound,
Their problems were domestic rather than
military.

¢. The family, which 1= everywhere a biolog-
ical necessity, here hecame most naturally the
foundation of the social order, The personal
relationships of the family gave the pattern for
the larger organization.

We may call that organization patriarchal, if
we do not emphasise the arbitrary, individualistic
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standing of the patriarch. Tt is the group life
of the family as a whole which 15 the center of
attention. The father symbolizes the dignity
and unity of the family but has his standing
within fhe group, not over against the other
wembers.  Many writers have remarked on the
place of the family in Chinese society, Tt 1is for
us Lo show its permeating influence in all the
early thought life of the people.

d. We maintain that the early relipion is not
quite properly called monotheism or even theism,
s1ill less should it be called pantheism, fetishism,
animism, or alhcism, Irobably the hest term to
deseribe 1t i1s secdad mewisme.  All nature has
meaning for buoman sociely, but there is com-
paratively little tendency to personalize or an-
thropomorphise natural objects. Heaven and
the spiritnal beings are conceived as benevolently
supporting the standards of human society. But
the relation of spiritual beings amaong themselves
is never considervd. This early life is singularly
free from superstitionsfears, baving little thought
of spectres, demons, devils, etc. The present
life of men is the center of attention. The
celestial world, if we wmay so speak of it
exists for the sake of men even mare than men
exist for it. Heaven and the spiritoal beiongs
form an aggregate complementary to huoman
society but are never contrasted with homan
society.



