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FTER several years of contemplation and of thought upon the
A matter herein contained, it has at last come abeut, by the
Grace of God, that I.haye been able to write this work with
suck pleasure of spivit that, if it gives fo yeu but a part of the joy
that it hath afforded me, I shatl le wery well content with what 7
have done. Lo :I e
For when, in pursuing this iistory, I have come to consider the
high nobility of sprril that moved these execllent men to act as they
did, I have felt that they have afforded suck a perfect example of
courage and feemilily that anyone might do exceedingly well to follow
after theiy manicr of belavior s suck measure as e s able to do,
For I belicve that King Avthur was the wost honorabdle, gentle
Knight who cver lived in all the world. And these who weve fiis
fellows of the Round Table—itaking him as their lookingglass of
chivalry—made, altogether, such a company of noble Fnivhis that it &
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hardly to be supposed thal their like will ever be scen again in this
world. Wherefore it is that 1 have had such extvaovdinary pleasure
in beholding how those famous kuights beltaved whemever civcnmstances
ealled wpon them to pevform thery endeavor.

So in the year of grace one thowsand nine hundyed and two
I began to write this history of King Avihur and his Kuights
of the Round Table and, if I am able so to do, T shall endeazor, wilh
love of that lask, to finish the same af some otier lime in another book
and to the satisfaction of whosoever may cave to vead the stovy thereof.
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