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PREFACE.

Tue only apolagy we make, in offering to the public text-
books on Eduecation and Teaching, is, that necessity has driven
us to it. A eombinaiion of unforeseen events and circum-
stances, over which wa r:r::uid. have but little control, and from
whose pressure it was almost impossible to eseape, has, as it
were, forced the publication of these works., On the one hand,
the entire absenoe of n text-book of the kind these profess to
ba, and the universal convielion of the neceasity and practica-
bility of such works; and on the other, the importunities and
snoouragements of Teachers, and of friends of Education, have
led ws to undertake a work which, under nther' cironmataness,
would have been regarded as the hight of presumption,  Tnder
these circomstances, we have written; but it has been with a
conselous sense of insufliciency.  Whaot haz been writben, must,
therefore, be very imperfect; but we have simply done our duty,
as we besl cauld,

But we beg leave tosoy here, that we have not written for
those who know n great deal more than we do oo these sub-
jects; nor for thoss who may feel they have no need of help;
but for those who are strogeling into the Tight, and for those
who may never, as yet, have felt the responsibilities of their
lubers. There ara thousands of mu:i:, teachers; and for thess,

and also for parents (for without their codperation no ade-
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quate reform can be offected), wa, with the danpgera and Jiffi-
enlties, to which they are exposed, constantly hefore cur eyes,
hiave prepared the following pages, To awalken a proper semse
of rur.puﬁsihility and duoty in such. and to give them a knowl-
edge of those technionl details 20 necessary to their suceess and
uzefulness, are the specific chjecta of this hook.

We have nof the vanity to auppose, howaver, that we are an
oracle to the profession; nor have wo the ambition to become
one; neither have we the presumption to dietate special modes,
nor to offer our plans to the exclasion of all others. This wounld
be traveling out of the line of policy, as well as of good sense.
It would be downright :-mpiriciam.- But we have endeavored
so to present the whole suhject of Hesay Correey, and so to
lay open and enforce the pringiples of vight BEducation and
Tesching, thal the humblest may nndevstand; so that by a
careful study of these prineiples, every teacher and parent may
be able ralher to build up his own systemn, and exersize his own
judgment in the special appliestion of them, than te adopt
entirely, the measmres of anathar; for any ong can =es that Lo
attempt to develop the Tevehing Talen? by combering it with
the real or supposed excellencies of speeial methods exelu-
gively, would be like prescribing specisl medes of treatment for
the cure of all dizeazes, irrespective of their sharacter or the
eonstibutional pesuliaritics of the patient. This would be em-
pirigism indeed; since it would deny the privilege of individ-
ual judgment, investipation and diseovery. So, to palm off
apon tegohers as QUaEiﬁcuLiﬂ'nE—, the pluns and hpE:c:in.'li'hi@u ll:ﬂ.:nd
too frequenthy the errvors and whima) thar may have been suo-

oasaful in the hands of others, without developing native ability,
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would tend only te cireumseribe the limits of improvement, and
Ly nrippla individas! talent and eoterprise,  Angd on the other
hand, to dizeuss penerl theovies, and to enlarge upon the jme
portance and nd#':;.uluga of FEducalion, withoot reducing the
thenries to practice, would be egually ebjeetionable,

We have teled to guard carvefully agninse thess two extromes;
nnd we entertain the hope that the merits of the subjects pre-
sented, nslde from the manner in which they are teeated, will
be a sufficient passport to publie favor. With this hope, and
claiming only that indulgenee which s the ¢ommon right of
mortals, and which we know n courteous public will grant, we
present this book to the candid considerstion of Teachers and
friends of Education,

Crsorxsarr, July, 1879,
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