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TIHHE ALCHEMIST.

PART L

Maswa, sald little Louoisn Granville, after
ptanding for some lime in decp thonght nearv
her mother's work-table; will you tell me what
15 meant by an M&ﬁmi&]’ .

An Alchemist, my dear, is o person Who pre-
tends Lo chenge the common metals nto gold.

And can avy pergon do that, mamms?

No, my dear ; I believe not. Bat some Ei
losophers, who had more learning than wis
biave been so foolish as to fuvey it practicable 3
and have wasted o great deal of real gold in
searching for that which was only imaginary.
But what made wvoun think of an Alchrmist,
Louisa ?

Because, mamma, 1 was Lrying to lind out
what my annt Clevelnad could mean when she
gaid, if you succesded in making me a prodent
and carelul woman, you would %.u- a perfiect Al-
chemist,

And what do you think she meant? Ohl I
know now very well! She meant that [ was so
careless and glddy, that if yon ever made me
prudent and cireful, vou would chiange what is
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warth very little ot I."I'."bEIII'. te what would be
very good and val

believe yon are wrr:,r right, for that wos no
doubt her meaning.

And do you think you will ever be able to
mike me a good and amiable woman, mamma

Yes, my dear; I bave no doubt of it. At
least if you wish yourself to become one,

Oh! I am sure I wish it; but I qm afraid I§
OeYVer Cin.

You bave nothing to fesr, if you really wish
and are determined Lo be good.

Do yon think, maoma, I conld ever be us

id ne my =ister Caroline !

Certalnly I da,

But vou koow, mamma, you have often eaid
that Caroline, even when she was as yonng as
am, never gave you any troubles for she had
ﬂl\'lr-::.]."h g0 goaod] and amishle a ﬂih[ﬂ]Elhl‘.l-ﬂ._, thit
it seemed ouly nutural to her to do what was
right.

1 have so03 und on that acconnt 1 do ool
despair of secier you some time possess even
greater merit than Caroline herself,

Flow ran that be, mamma ¢

Because, i you, w]m are now of a very giddy
careless disposition, take pains with }uursrdl":
and become as prodent amd amiable 75 Coaro-
line iz, you will certainly have greater merit
than she, whe mever had auy such dificulties
Lo overcome,

- But I am afraid I never shall he able to cure



-

ik

myeelf of wiy Gnlts ; for | keep constantly re-
solving to be more ottentive and carcful in
futwure, but I always forget again before the
time comes for me to be tried.

i do not expect you to succeed with the first
or second effort, ov perbinps with the hundredth
but if you keep trying, and remeniber how
much pleasare it would give your l}ﬂl;.ﬁ and me
to see vou corved of your faults, and how plea-
gnsit it would be to yourself, I have no doubt
but by Lthe tune you aré ag old as Caroline is
now, vou will be as great a source of pleasure
to ns as she has l‘"u‘-l‘f%jl?.‘l_‘!'ﬂ

Oh ! that would be delipghtful! To bheéar
papa say of we, as Le does now 3o often of her,
“1 am never afraid of Lonisa”™—%* 1 am sure
Lomisa will da what is right,” How happy 1
slroubd be ! Lt me see ! Carcline is fourteen,
aed 1 un only wine.  Welly, come, T have five
vears to learn in ; that is a long time,

But length of time will do little for you,
Louiss, cxecpt strengthening all your bad ba-
Bitz, undess vouare wost watehisl over yourself.

Ah ! that 15 the thing; that iz what I am
afraid will he my misfortuns.

But when yvou are so scusible of your faults,
and konow so well how happy it would make
vou, to be a good, attentive little girl, I hope
there is no fear bat you will tike pains to De-
COUE oue.

I I'!:Lflu nod, said Louisa in a tone that exe
pressed more of desice 1Ew hope. Then, after
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a panse, But, mamma, ailded she, 1 should not
like to be too earefalj not so very carefal ns
my cousin Anna.

I do not apprehend much danger, my dear,
replied Mra, Granville smiling, of your falling
into the contrary extrome,

But do vou oot think my cousin Anna is ton
careful 2 Do you not think she i3 quite stingy #

Perhaps she may be a little; but ghe §s o
the whole & very plensant, good-tempered gz,

Yeu, she ik indeed, and 1 like her very much,
M is very nice for me to bave her staying with
us, for you know, mamma, I had not soy one

exnctly of my nwn age tn play with, or %F"‘I!I'ﬂ-

my lessomns with till she wmme: for L}Lurlr'ﬂ Is
guite g Littke boy; he is only seven yeurs uld,
Beesides, you know a gicl is fae heteer than a an
tn play with. I hope my sunt Cleveland wiil
stay o long time here, momoi.

I hope su too, iy lear.

Toen there 35 Albert. Oh! 1 Jove Albert !
He iz so pleasant wnd kind wnd obliging. Da
you notl think be 18, nsunns ?

Yes, he is indeed o vemiackably fine Ly

And he i3 vory penecous Eows.  He s hot at
all miedn, Tlike his eieter Annm. Do you think
he g §

No. I am afraid, if oy L, he rather too
nearly resemiles Iﬂ:. consin Laoniss.

O i ! minmima, mdeed Be s not ot all
exteavagant.  His menng calls i oy becinge
she would like Lo see Lim as careful aud pea-



