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PREFAGE.

Tng Committes of the eativg Braweh of the Gache Leagne
are glarldl to anpounee that they hiave peevailed uwpon Father
Dinnesn, President of the Branch, to allow lis Lectures on
the Irvish Language to he published in beok-form with an
Introductory Chapter,  Althengl acenrate condenzed reports
of the Teciures heve given appeaved in the Freeman's Dayrsinl,
aud were copied inte some of e provineial and forelon press,
nevnrikelogs their publivalion at thiz date will give fresh
emphasis to the argnmments for preserving Ivish as a vernacu-
lar speech which lhey contain. The civenmstance that they
were delivered before populay aindiences, and prepared while
work of an entively different chavacter was pressing heavily
o the author, made Gim reluetant to publish them in a
colleoted form. With the cxeeption of a short addresa
delivered at the Annual decting of the Weating Traneh n
April, 1903, and an address before the O'Growney Branch in
February of the present year, only set lectures are included

in thiz eollection.



I.—INTRODUCTORY.

Tue Irish Lansuage Bevival movement is attracting a good
deal of attention of late.  The main plank in the platforn of
the thpvemenl s the Irish language in some form or other,
but with the enltivation of the languszre there is associated an
allart Lo 1evive Irish games aned pastimes, Ivish manners and
customs, az well az lrvish induvstries, The language iz the
voot on whieh all the other elements ave grafted; and it is
the langnage in its living state, aod tob the language as found
in books and manvscripts, that s the true basis of this
seneval national vevival, I7 the DIrish Langoage were to he-
come cxtinet as a Iving speech, az, say, Cornish is extinet,
Ve 1.huu'5r!1 it shonld be atudiod o BVEry selww] in Treland,
it could not be taken as the basis of o uational regeneration.
L ds the bving word, aod the living word alone, thal pos-
seszes the spell that Is powertul enough to call back the naticn
az a whole from the degrading 1ie of forcigo imitalion, and
oive it strength and nerve to develop a native civilization.
For this obgvct. 1t is nel necessary ihat Lhe language should
be vernscular throughout the entire conutry. It iz sufficient
that it exist in a ﬂmmsh‘ug concifion az: a real vernacular,
that it have every Facility for growth and extension, and that
it be studied everywhere, and be held in high esteem in the
zchools and councils of the land, Tt is iru[:{rss]'ble_, however,
for the language te cxizt and thrive at the prezent Lime wilh-
out growth aod extension,  TL must be made the vehicle of
education, it wust be used for ull the purpeses of cavilized
life, 16 mmst be cultivated by the poiot of spontansous Blerary
expression, it must produce a licerature that will be able to
hold its own against contemporary BEnglish literatwee, To
produce such a literature, an audience of Irish readers must
be created sufficient toe ensure a veasonable cirenlation for
Tiish books and pewspapers and magarines, and the Trish-
reading }mhliu must be of sufficiently wide range to insure
a healthy diversity to the literary vutput.

Tn an age like the present, it is no easy thing to maintain
a cultivated [iving speceh in sueh a state of vitality that 1t
van hold its own against the living, highly eultivated lan-
guages of the great modern nations, Irish has, indeed, several
advantages over English, It has lain long dormant, and hay
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never been spoiled by excessive printing. Tte lack of scien-
tific lennhmf::rg}-, though a serivus shortcoming, from the
ntilitarian point of view, venders it more smitable as a velucle
of pure Lliterature,  Tts study is interesting to the antiquarian
and comparative philologist, and it has pr veserved its identity
more completely than perhaps any other European language.
It iz even at the present day n atlcmﬂ‘l:r infleeted ln.tigl.m.g'e and
its grammatical stucture is so precise and so unlike that of
most other modern lenguages, that its sindy may become
an important element in a liberal edwcation. Tt is 30 closely
bound up with our historical documents, and with the very
topography of the comntry that s knowledge of it 1z indis-
pensible for even an clomentary study of our history. Tt is
no doubt, deficdent in literature of general interest. and {his
deficiency must continue for o long fime:

Tt should e borne in mind that Irish can fulfil important
tunctions as & national langoage withont becoming vernacular
vver the entire izland, or even over half the island, provided
1t be enltivated with care in those distviets in which it is
living, and be studied as well az is possible in the other
parts of the couniry, aml there can be no quoestion thao
its existence as a flourishing vernacular in the country must
prodoce & profound effect oo the characier of the cotive
people, and e ne inconsiderable foree in shaping the destinies
wf the mation. It will serve (o give Inture generalions a
love for theyr eountey, considered as a distinet historic nation,
and will stimulate them to work with enthusiasm for her
welfare and her glnr:,r-. Tt will serve to f]ist-inguish the Trizh
people abroad from those of other nationalities, and thus
strengthen the hands of the people at home, Tt will, move-
over, inswre that the national character will develop wlong
native lnes.

There can be no doubt that the widespread diffusion of
lLleralure in English, erented 30 Hogland, 111&9,11115; mainly
with English or Imperial subjects, saturated with Eugllsll
thonght and propagating Enghsh idess is ealealated o de
nationalize the people of this island, aud make them ape
Eurlish manners and fashions.  This tendency would nn-
donbtedly be checked to an important extent by the study of
Trish and by the spread of an up-to-date Irish Literature such
as would elaim the atteotion of all edneated men. In order
i seeurs this, our Irshepeaking population must be of con-
siderable extent, must be educated throngh the medinm of
their Janguage, and their edveation must be of a liberal kind :
woreover, they must be in touch with the life-throb of modern
civilization. It should be borne in mind that the English
lingunge, so far from Jrissessing a monopoly of up-to-date
seinee and literature, is far behind French and German
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recent scientific worls and in recent works of general litera-
tare,

English literature has fallen upu:ul] pvil days. The wide
diffusion of printed matter has bronght abont an nonwholesome
revolution in the world of letters.  The nomber of those who
can read has grown, but the matter most generally read is
hght and trivial or ephemeral. The literature of the age
reflects elearly the spirit of the age, and in towns and cities
and even l:r-m]tr}- chigtricts in Treland are to he found al =
cheap rate books and pamphlets, mwagazines and newspapers
full of the spivit of modern Enelish wrban life,

It iz oot too much to =ay that the principles thal are acted
on n social and pulilie life in Great Britain at the present
day, -as chronicled in the newspaper press and as reflevted in
vavrenl literature, have a strong tendeney to bring about the
digzolution of zociety, and to mvolve the nation in social,
political, and wperal chaos.  Take an important cxzample.
The Light in which the marriage conbvact is vegarded by all
elasses of socioty as witnessod o the proceedings of the Throree
Court, and in the columns of general news, is invowpalible
wilh Ilw permancney of martiace as an instllution amongst
nz. MNow, it may he said that qu{:letv among Christian uﬂtmnﬁ
is fomnded on the snily and 1|‘|n:11ﬁ&:‘.riuhlllf.}* of the marriage
ie. Principles, therefore, that aszail itz unity or indiszolu.
Baliby arve strikoz al the vool of human secply as orgaonieed
amongst ms.  These principles de not worle alone, they are
accompanied by prineiples that strike at ewvil authority, the
vights of property, and other institutions that ave absolutely
essential Lo our existence as o social crganisation.  But once
warvipre iz overthrown in scclety cvganized on Christian
primciples, a chacs deeper than ever plummel souaded 1u
sovisl und national life i certamn to enswe. The destruction
of the matitution of marrdage Is certain to bring with it the
fall of the pillars that sustain the entirve social fabric, and
generations of bleod and carnage and great social cataciysamsy
must enswe before the ruin is mfmircd. Although Ireland is
nnder the same government as Great Britain, and though both
countries have much in commmon o civil institutions aod
methods of social life, stil] there is a vast gulf between them
in trend of thonght, i the woay in which they regard the
fundamental principles on which social order and human
zociety are based, and, in particular, in their attitude to-
wards the institution of marviage. This conntry is, fo a
large extent, still untainted by the teaching of the positivist,
the muterl'lllat the hedonist which per vades English litera-
ture whether seriows or trivial: Now, it is obvious that if
the literature that iz most widely read and studied and
imitated in Ireland come to us neross the Channel, it will be



