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Introduction

Ir any justification were nceded for including
two of Dhniel Wehster's orations inoa-series of
literary masterpieces; iE might be found in the
words of one of his younger rivals, In his
“* Remarks on the Death of Mr, Wabster ™" be-
fore the Suffolk Bar, on Oetobet 38th, 1853——at
eunlopy only less graceful and memornbie than
his more elaborate digeourds delivered before
the alumni of Dartmouth College the [ollowing
summer—Rufus Choate paid this tribuate to the
literary quality of Webater's speeches :

“*All that he bas left, or the larger portion of
all, is the repord of apoken words, His works,
as mlready collected, extend to many wolomes
— library of reason and elequence, as Gibbaen
has sald of Closra’'s—bul they are volomes of
speeches only or mainly ; and yet who does not
rank him as a greal American author ? an dau-
thor e fruly expoinding, and as characteristi.
cally exemplifying, in & pure, Franuine, and har-
monloua English style, the mind, thowght, point
of view of objects, and essentinl nationality of
hisconntry as any other of oor authors, profoss-
edly o deénominabed ¥ Against the maxim of
Mrc, Pox, his speeches read well, and yet were
ol speeches—greal speeches—in the dalbiv-
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eTy. For so grave were they, so thoughtial
and true, 50 mach the eloquence of reason at
last, 4o sifikingly always they contrived to link
the immediate topic with ofbar and broader
principles, ascending easily to widest geperall-
eations, so happy was the reconciliation of the
qualities which engage the attention of hearers,
yet rewaril the perugal of students, sa critically
3id they keep the right side of the line which
party sloquence from rhetorie, and s0 far do
they rise above the peanry of mere debate, that
the genersl reason of the couniry has anshrinad
them ot guce, and forevet, amoty gur clagaica."’

Wabstar was forty-four when he propouncad
the commemorative disconrse upon Tahn Adams
and Thomas Jefferson. His Plymouath address
in 1820, six years before, had established his
fatne a8 an otatas, and the Bunker Hill spsech
oi 1925 hod confirmed it. The public mind n-
stantly turned to him in the hour of intensa
Americat fesling cauvsed by the simulistesds
deaths, upan: July 4th, 1926—the fiftiezh anaoi-
veraary of the Declaration of Indepandence—of
the two most prominent sarvivors of the Revoe-
lutionary struggte. ‘This extraordinacy coinci-
dence, aud the historical asseoiations saprestad
by it, stirred the whole coopiry, and the
thougrhts and emotions of a whole country wers
Asver more .H.Ii'l:'lil'_'l.;l.‘t'l:']}' voloed by any orator
than by Webster's enlogy in Fanenil Flall.  The
speech 18 best known ta-diy by 1wo passages,
one on the nature of irue cloquence, and tha
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