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JOUHRNEY OF TIE QUEEN NEGEST TU THE SonTi. 194

imstigated it i sopposed by Hontly's cnemwies, attribotod it e oegli-
gence on his part. “The eonsequence was, that the carl was commitimd
a prisoner to the eastle of Bdinbargh in the month off October, where e
remataed Gl the wonth of Maveh Sollowing.  He was compellad to ve-
pounee the earldom of Moray aml the lordship of Abernethy, with lis
teks amd Im:‘miuma it f}l'k]l(':{ ol Zetlund, and the taeks of the
landls of the earldom of Mar aod of the lordslap of Steathdic, of whieh
e was bailic anl stewand, anl be wis woceover condemnoed to a banish-
went of five years in France. Dot ns he was abont to leave the king-
aboesna, the Queen, taking aonore Bvonvable view of s conduct, vecalled
the sentence of banishment, amd restored i to the office of Chan-
vellor, of whieh Le had been deprived ; amld to mioke this act of leni-
ency  seewhat pedatable o the carls ememies, the gueen exaeted o
heavy pecuniary fine from the carl.

Az the Highlands still eontivued in o state of mizgrale, prineipally
owing to e comlocy of Jolm of Maidaret, the gqueen sent the carl of
Athebe to the Highlamds, the Howing year, with @ special eonmission to
appreheml this tarbulent cliel; and he sweecedod 20 well by negotiation
as to prevail upon John, two of biz sons, and sowe of his kissmen, to
subait themselves to the queen, who pardotied them, bot erdered them
tu be detained prisoners in the eastle of Methven where they wore well
treated.  Disliking such yestraint, they effectad their eseape into their
vwn conntry prividely, where they azain boegan their usoal restless course
of lite.

The great disorders whiel prevailed o the Highlands ab this time, in-
dueed the queen-regent to umdertake o jowmey thither in order to punish
these bregelhes of the law, and to repress existing tmnalts. She aceording-
ly arrived at lnverness in the month of July, fteen bomdred amd Glty-
{ive, where shewas mot by John, Earl of Sutherland, and George, Earl
uf Caithoess. Although the latter nobleman was reqnestedd to bring his
canmteymen along with lim to the eourt, b peglected or declived o do
su, amil he was thevefore committed o prison ot Toverness, Aboerdeen,
il Edinburgh, snoecssively, and he was oob restored to fiberty till he
paid a considerabile sum of money.  Y-Mackay of Far, was also sum-
mimel to appear before the queen at Tnverness, to answer for his gpolia-
tions commnitted in the conntry of Sutherland during the abzonce of Barl
Jobu in Fronee ; but be refased toappear. Wherenpon the queen granted
a commission to the cacl of Sutherlond, to bring Mackay to justice.  The
earl accordinely cutersd Strathoaver with s greeat foree, sacking and
spoiling every thing in his way, and possessing himsell of all the prinei-
pal pusitions w provent Mackoy's eenpe, Mackny, however, avedded
thee carl, and as he dechoed (o IighL. the warl Ll ._‘Hlll'gi' tu the enstle of
Vorwa, the vrineipal strengih o Steothnaver, searcely two miles distant
fronm Far, whieh he took after o short sieze. and hanged Ruaridh-Mae-
Tain=Mboir, the eommander. “This fore the earl eompletely demalishi,

While the eael of Sutherland was cngaged in the sicge, -,‘|-|41~I'.;:1_r -
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12 HISTONY OF THE HIGHLANDS,

Lered Sutherland secretly, and Imrnt the ehoreh of Loth. He thercaf
ter went to the village of Kueekartoll, where he met Mackenzie and his
conntrymen in Steathbroray, A slight skivmish took place hetween
them ; but Mackay and his wen fled after e had lost Angus-Mackean-
voir ome of his eommanders, and several of his followers, Mackenzie
was thereupon appointed Ly the earl to protect Sutherland from the
incursions of Mackay during his stay in Strathnaver. Maving been
defeated again by Mackenzie, anid seeing no chance of escape, Mackay
surrendered himself, and was carried south, and committed a prisoner
tir the castle of Edinburgh. in which he remained a consileralle tine,
During the queen's stay in the north, wany votorions delinguents were
brought o teiel, eondemned and exeeuted.

During Maekay's detention in Edinburgh, John Mor-Mackay, who
took charge of Lz kmsman'z estato, seizing the opportunity of the earl
of Sutherland’s absence in the south of Seotland, entered Sutherland
at the head of a determined body of Strathusver men, and spoiled
wnid wasted the esst corper of that provinee, and burot the ehapel of
St Ninmn,  Mae-Mheie-Shewmais, chief of the Clan-Gun, the laind of
Clyne, the Tervell of the Doill, and James dMac-William baving col-
lected a hody of Sutherland men, pursued the Strathnaver men, whom
they overtook at the foot of the hill ealled Ben-Moir in Borridell.  Here
they laid an ambush for them, aml having, Ly favour of a fog, passed
their sentinels; they wnexpectodly sorpriced Mackay's men, and attacked
them with great fury. The Steathnaver men made an ohstinato resist-
anee, bot were at length overpowered.  Many of them were killed, and
others deowned in the water of Garwary.  Mackay himself escaped with
groat difbenlty,  This was one of the severest defoats the Steathnaver
men ever experienced, exeept at the battle of Kneken-dow-Reywird.

On the relesse of Mackay from his confinement in the eastle of Edin-
burgh, he was employed in the wars upon the borders, against the
English, in which he acguitted himself courageously ; amd on his return
to Strathpaver he sabmitted himeelf 1o the earl of Sutherlaml, with
whom be lived in peace during the romninder of the earl's life,  But
Mackay incvrred the just displeasure of the tribe of Slaight-ean-Voir by
the committal of two crimes of the deepest dye.  Having lnbibed a
violent affection for the wile of Tarmaid-Mae-Tain-Mhoir, the chicftain
of that tribe, he, in order to aceomplish his abjeet. slew the chief, after
which he violated his wifie, by whom e had a son ealled Donald Balloch
Maockay, The insulted clan flew 1o arms; but they were defeated at
Dhurines, by the murderer amd adulterer, after a sharp skirmish,  Three
of the principal men of the tribe who had given themselves up, trusting
to Mackay's elemency, were helendod,*

In the year ffteen humdeed amd sixtv—one, several petty feads ocenr-
red in Suthevtand aml Caithness.  Hugh Mureay, of Aberscors, killed

* Sir Ii. Gordon, p. 136.



EARL AND COUNTESS OF SUTHERLAND FOISGNED. [H ]

Tohear-3ae-Tain-Mhie-Thomais, a gentleman of the Siol-'homais, for
whieh aet he inevrred the dizpleasure of the earl of Sutherland, Muor-
iy i.!u,'r:'up-(m fled into Caithuess, wod .sougllt the I‘rnrlt_'rlin:m of the carl
of Caithness,  Houchoon Mueray, the father of Hugly, buing suspoeted
by the earl of Sutherland as having heon privy to the morder, was ap-
prehended and fopeisoned in Donrabin castle 3 bt after o slight con-
finement be was released as ioocent, amd by Lis mediation his son
Hugh was vestored to the fovour of the earl. No reconciliation, low-
ever, taok place between the Murrays and the Stol-Thomais, who con-
tinwed for a long period at vavianee,  About the same time, William
anid Anges Sutherlind, anpd the other Suthedands of Berridale,  killed
several of the earl of Caithnese people, amd wasted the lauls of the
Clynes in that country, For these acts they were banished Dy the eard
from Cnithness: but they again vetmmed, and Teing assisted Ty Huogh
Murray of Abesscors, they took the eastle of Boerridale, lagcl waste the
connfry, aml molested the people of Caithuess with their inearsions,
By the medintion of the enl of Sutherkawl, Wiltirs aud Augue Suther-
liwindd, sand their gecomplices oltained a pardon from Queen Mury, which
so expsperated the eort of Caithness, that he fmhibed & mortal hatred
not only mgainst the carl of Switherland, but also against the Murrays,
arred all the inhabitangs of Suthocliual.®

Amongst the many nets which disprace the memory of Jamoes, Larl
of Moray, the hastard brother of ueen Mary, the maeder of Alexan-
der Gun, son of Jobin [olson, chief of the Clan-Guan, in the vesr ik
teen landred amd sixty-five, must ool ae overlooked,  The canse of the
earl’s antipathy was this :t— O cne oceasion, the carls of Sntherbd and
Hontly happened to meet the cad of Movay diceetly in the face on the
bigh strect of Abendeen.  Adexander Gun was then in the serviee of the
earl of Sutherland, amd ng be was walking in front ol his inaster, he
deelined o give the earl of :ﬁfum‘v any part of the height of the strect,
wil Forced him and his eompany to give way,  As e considersd this
to De o deadly affront put upon bis, he resolved npon revenge, and
seizing the epportunity of the enel of Suthertand’s absenee in Flanders,
hey, by means of  Andrew Monres of Miltown, cmtrappod Gon, aml
miade him o prizoner at . the Delvines; near the town of Nuim, from
whenee he was taken te Inverness, and after a mock-trial, was excented.
Alexamiler Gua b roportid o Bave been oo very able amd strong i,
endownl with sy rood qualities. b

Genrge, earl of Cuithness, who hal long borne a morial lurtred o
Jolim, earl of Sutheland, now projected a seheme for cutting kim off; as
weell as his conntess, who was big with child, and thedr only son, Alexandler
Guopdon ;. the enrl and eonntess woere accordingly both poisomed at Helms-
date while at supper by Lsobel Sinclair, wife of Gilhert Gordon of Gar-
tay, and sister of William Sinclaiv of Dumbaith, instigated, it is said, by

w Sir W, Gerdon, g 2L + Mide . Lk



1oy HISTONY OF THE NIGHLANDS,

the earls but their son, Alexander, made a very narrow escape, not
Laving returwed in time fron a hunting excursion, to join his father
anid mother at supper.  On Adexander’s return the earl hind heeome
fully aware of the danger of his situation, and be was thus prevented
by hLis father frow participating in any part of the sapper which re-
mained, and after taking an affectionate and parting farewell, and re-
eommending him to the proteetion of Gaod and of his dearest friends, he
sent him to Dunrebin the same night without his sapper. The ear] and
lis lady were earvied pext morning to Dunrobin, where they died
within five days theresfior, in the month of July, fifteen hondred and
sizty-seven, awd were buried in the cathedral church at Dornoch.
Pretending to cover himsell from the imputation of being coneerned
in this murder, the earl of Caithness punished some of the earl’s most
fuithful servantz under the colour of avenging his death; bot the de-
ecasid eard’s friends being determined to obtain justice, apprehended
[sobel Sinclair, amd sent hor to Edinburgh te stand her trial, where,
after being tricd and eondemped, she died on the day appointed for
her cxecution.  Druring all the tima of Ter illness she vented the most
dreadinl imprecations npon her cousing the earl, whoe had seduced her
to eomunit the boedd ael,  Had thiz woman suceeeded in cutting off
the earls som, hor own eldest son, John Gorden, but for the extraor-
dinary eircumztances of bis death to be wotived, would Lave sueeended
to the earldom, as he was tho pext male heir,  This youth happens
ing to be in the howse when his mother had prepared the poison, be-
cawe extremely thirsty, awd ealled for a deink.  One of his mother's
servants, not aware of the preparation, jwesented to the youth a por-
tion of the liguid into which the poison had been infosed, which he
drank.  This cceazioned liis death within two days, a circomstanee
whicl, together with the appenrmnecs of the body after death, gave a
clue to the diseovery of his mother's guilt.®

Tuking mdvantage of the ealamity which had befallen the howvse of
Sutherloud, and the minority of the young earl, now only filicen years
of age, Y-Mackay of Far, who had fgrmed an alliance with the carl of
Caithigss, invaded the vonntry of Sutherland, wasted the barony of
Skibey, eutered the town of Dornoch, and, wpon the pretence of a
aquarvel with the Mureays, by whom it was chictly inhabited, set five to
ity in which eutrage he was assisted by the Taivd of Duffos.  This bap-
pened in the vear filteen hinndred and sisty-seven. These measnres were
ouly preliminary to a desizn which the earl of Caithness had formed ta
et the eml of Sutherdand into his Liands, but he had the cunning to
conceal his intentions in the meantime, and to instigate Maekay to act
as he wished without appearing to be tn any way conecerned.

Ii] JHLESYUE TR l)r Iliﬂ (If.‘ﬁ‘%!’l upan J‘.Jl!'ﬁull.lll"r_. thl' :"'!:l'ﬂ.llg l"fLrl. E‘f Sl.i—
theetaud, the earl of Caithness prevailod upon Robert Stoart, hishop

*E I Gaordon, pe 147,



CAUELTIRS OF TIIE BART OF CAITHNESS, 185

of Caithness, to weite o lettor to the governor of the castle of Skilo,
i which the carl of Sutherlod resided, to deliver e the enstle to hims
a request with whiel the governor eomplicd.  Having taken posses-
sion of the eastle, the earl earricd off the young man inte Caithness,
anil althongh only fifteen years of agey, he got him warded to Laly
DBarbara Sinclair, his danghter, then aged thivty-two years. Y-Mockay
was the paramonr of this hady, aml for continuing the connexion with
lim ghe was atterwartds divoreed by her bushamd.

After Y-Muackay had burued Dorpoel,  he mode an attack apon
Hugl Murray, son of Houehoon Muorray of Aberseors, in the village of
Pithur in Steathfleet, took him prisoner, amd killod bis brother, Danalid
Ttoy-Mureay, and o kinsmon named Thomas Moreay, A few of the
inhabitants of Sutherdand went in pursuit of Mackay, whim they over-
took i the Breachat ; bot Houcheon Muorray prevented them from at-
tacking bim, ns he was afraid that bis son, then o prisoner in Mackay's
hands, wonlid e killed by the Strathnover men to prevent o resene.
With a few wonls of deftanee, and some arrows dischargel on either
sido, neeonling to the ordinary custom of commeneing skivmishes, the
matter cnded, and the Suthedand men returned to fheir homes. The
interference of Honcheon Murray was certaioly judicious, for Mackay
delivercd up Lis son after o short eaptivity.  As the tribe of the Siol-
Phaill had been the cauze of the dissenzion between Mackay and the
Murrays, a fend oceorred on the velease of Hugl between the Murrays
and the Siol-Phaill, in which lives were sacrificed on both sides, and
which continued Gl a reconcilintion was offeeted by the earl of Suther-
lnnd on coming of age®

The earl of Caithness having sueceeded in his wishes in obtaining po--
geszion of the earl of Sutherland, cotered the earl’s country, and took
possession of Dunrobin castle, in which he fixed his eesidence,  Heo
alzo brought the earl of Sutherbad along with him, but he trested him
meanly, and he burnt all the papers belonging to the bowse of Sather-
lamil he eounld Jay hiz hamds on. Croel and avavicions, he, wwler the
pretenee of vindicating the law for imaginary erimes, expaelled many of
thi ancient familie: in Sutherlodd from that ecountry, put many of
the inhahitants to death, disablel tose e banished, in theie persoos, by
new and ombeard of modes of tortare, and stripped them of all their
wealth.  To he snspected of fivouring the house of Sutberlund, awl o
Lo wealthy, were decmed eapital evimes by this approssor.

As the earl of Sutherland did not live on frendly terms with his wilic
on account of her licentions conuexion with Mackay, awl s there ap-
pearcd noe chanee of any issue, the carl of Caithness formeal the lase
design of catting off the enel of Sutherland, and VT TS William
Sinelair, his secoml =on, o Lady Margieot Gorlon, the oldest sister of
the eard of Satherfand, whom e e also potten oto Tis haods, with

* Hir b Gaordden, g 150,



196G INSTORY OF THE HIGITLANDS.

the view of making Willlam earl of Sutherland.  "The better to conceal
Lis intentions the earl of Caithness made @ journey south to Edinlurgh,
and gave the necessary instructions to those in bis confidence to despatch
the earl of Sutherland ; but some of his trusty friends having received
private intelligence of the designs of the earl of Caithness from some
persons who were privy thereto, they instantly set about measures for
defeating them by getting possession of the earl of Sutherland's person.
Accordingly, wimder elowl of night, they eame guictly to the burn of
Golepie, in the vicivity of Duonvobin, where, coneealing themselves to
prevent discovery, they sent Alexander Gordon of Sidderay to the
castle, disguised as o pedler, for the purpose of warning the earl of
Sutherland of the danger of his situation, and devizing meanz of escape.
Being made acquainted with the design wpou his life, and the plans of
his friends for resening him, the earl, early the following morning, pro-
posed to the residents in the eastle, nnder whose charge he was, to ac-
company Lim on 4 small excursion in the veighbourhood.  This propo-
sal seemed g0 rensonable in ftself) that, althoogh he was perpetually
watched by the earl of Calthuoess’ servants, and his liborty greatly
restrained, they at owee dgeeed § and, poing out, the earl being aware of
the amibush lanl by his friends. [od bis kﬁr\-pm’s tl]recf.i‘}' into the snare be-
fore they wore aware of danger.  The carl's friends therenpon rushed
from their hidisg-place. and seizing him, conveyed him safely ont of
tie country of Sutherland to Strathbogie in the year fifieen hundred and
gixty-nine.  As scon as the earl of Caithness’ retainers heard of the
excape of earl Alexander, they collocted a party of men fvourable to
their mterests, awd wenl e ot puesuit of bim as e as Port-ne-Coulter «
but they fouml that the eoel and his fricnds had just crossed the forry.
In the pet of crossing they wers overtaken by a great tempest which
swldenly arcse, and made 2 very narrow cscape from drowning.®
Shortly after this affaiv a guarrel ensued between the Monroes and
the Clan Kensie, two very powerful Rosshire elans which happened thus:
Lesley, the celebrated Bishop of Hoss, had made over to his cousin, the
Laird of Balqubain, the right and title of the castle of the Canonry of
Ross, together with the castle lands.  Notwithstanding of this grant, the
Rogent Muorray, had given the enstody of this eastle to Andrew Monroe
of Milntown ; and to make L-:‘sisu.}r bear with the loss, the Rrgg_lnt promised
b some of the fads of the Barony of Fistry in Buchan, but on condition
that he should cede to Monrce the eastle and castle lands of the
Canonry; but the untimely and woexpected death of the Hegent inter-
rupted this arrangement, and Andeew Monroe did oot, of course, ob-
tain the tithe to the eastle and castle lands as Le expected. Yet Monros
Lad the mldress to obtain permission from the carl of Lennox dur-
ing his rogency, and aftorwards from the earl of Mar, his suecessor in
that offies, o get pessession of the eastle.  The Clan Kenzie grudg-

« Blr He Gordon, po 150



