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Conftltutlonal Means

FOR
Rellifying the Difimtes
BETWEEN

GREAT BRITAIN

AHD THE

AMERICAN COLONIES.

HE two principal caufes of the
difcontents of the Americans, oa

=~ account of taxes impofed upon
them by the Britith legiflature, have been
a falfe perfuafion-of an infringement of
their privileges, and an apprehenfion of
oppreffion from the parent flate, The firft
of thofe caufes has been thewn to be
wholly groundlefs, in-a moft mafterly and
demonftrative manner, by the author of
the Review of the American Controverfy ;
B but
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but no perfon having yet attempted to re= "

move the fecond caufe, I beg leave to pro-
pofe fuch a conftitutional fyftem of taxation
for America, for the fupport of the de~
fenfive force of the ftate, as could never be
attended with opprefiion, and ¢onfequent-
ly ought to meet with no Dppﬂ}il‘iﬂn from
.the Americans, Befides the two princi-
pal caufes of difcontent above mentioned,
the colonifts have urged f{ome others,
which, however, may be included under

the preceding heads, fuch as their poverty '

and inability, and the great impropriety of
taxes being laid on people at three thoufand
miles diftance, by thofe who are unae-
quainted with their condition and circum~
ftances; but all thefe pleas are obviated by
the fyftem I fhall propofe; and, indeed,
when they are fully examined into and
explained, are far from being fo conclufive
as at firft fight they appear to be.

By the pature of all government, the
defence of the ftate is the firft concern;
and the colonifts cannot deny but that they
are equally bound with the fubjeds in
Great-Britain, to contribute their propor«

C1 ' tional
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tional thare to the fupport of that defence,
.But who is it that compofe the ftate ? It is
-certainly, with propriety, only.the families
«of freeholders or landholders, who have a
poffeflion that cannot be removed, and
upon which they depend for their {ubfift-
.ence either in whole or in part.  All others
who earn their fubfiftence by the ingenuity
.of their mind, or the labour of their body,
and who could, by the fame means, pro-
‘cure a livelihood any where, cannot fo
properly be called upon to defend what
they do not poffefs, namely, land-territory,
which is ufually what encmies or invaders
attack, and want by conqueft to fecure to
- themfelves. As thefe laft, however, while
they continue, fubjets of any flate, enjoy
the proteétion of its laws, they are there-
fore allo required on fome occafions to
give their affiftance again(t 2 foreign enemy,
But the hiftory of all ages plainly thews
us, that the beft regulated commeonwealths
have ever put the chief defence of the
ftate upon the pofleflors of land; and in-
‘deed, it is againft the fundamental ptinci-
ples of every ftate, that the poffeffors of
Jand fhould be mere idlers, and diftinguifh
: B2 them-
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" themftlves by no other fervices to thelr
country, than by fpending their rents. It
~would furely be no very honourable pri-
vilege for them to claim to be entitled to
do nothing.

Let us look into the Englith hiftory,
and we fhall find that ffom the earlieft
times the Saxons laid the charge of dew
fending the ftate upon the landholders:
That elegant and inftraltive hiftorian, Lord
Lyttetton, tells us, * Thav it was a fun
¢¢ darnental law of the Anglo-Saxons, that
¢ g1l the lands of the kingdom, even thof
‘ which werg held by ecclefiafticks and
¢ women, -were fubje&t to three publié
¢ duties, the building and repairing of
« forts and caftles, the building and rei
“ pairing of bridges, and military fervice .
¢ for the defence of the realm.” Upon
the Nopman conqueft the military police
was fomewhat altered ; but ftill the burden
of defending the Rate remained .with the
landholdets. The proprictors of the lands
in England, we ere told by-the fame noble
anthor, then held their eftates by knights-
f;rwt;e or mihtnry tenures ; and this efta.

blifhment
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blithment remained much the fame froth
the reign of William the Cenqueror, to
that of Charles II. when wards and liveries,
which were part of the burdens impofed
upon hereditary fiefs, were abolithed with
thofe fiefs, and' the revenue of the excife
fobftitoted in their place.. What a wide
deviation was this from theantient, and I
" might have faid, from the fundamental
laws of the kingdom ; and how materially

was the .conftitution altered by this new
Jaw? By the feudal fyftem, at its firft ori-
gin, the land or fief was conferred with the

obligation of performing military fervice
for the defence of the ftate, in proportion

to the extent of the fief, and notwithftand-

ing this burden, the grant was ftiled Zeme~
Jicium, a kindnefs; and if the beneficiary
negledted or refufed to perform the fervices
required of him, he forfeited his territory,
which was conferred upon another, who
was willing to contribute his fhare to the
public defence. This was formerly the
military {yftem adopted by freemen all over
Europe, and of late we have fcen a very
prudent and politic nation again having re-
courfe to it, about the very time that we
~ were
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were deviating from it. . In the times of
our anceftors, thofe that pofieffed the land,
defended the ftate; and by the prefent
conftitution -of Sweden, thofe that defend
the flate poflefs the land; for about the
end of the laft century the military force
of that kmgdom was new modelled, and
pamcular farms were allotted to both offi-
cers and men, which farms are always con-
nected with the commiffions and military
- oath. - As the maxims of llhcr:}r are no
where better underftood than in oyr own
nation, we ourfelves appear quickly to have
been convineed of the impropriety of ex-
éinp_tiug'thﬂ: puﬁ'eﬁ‘ors_, of land from the
fapport of the milrary force of the ftate,
angd at_ Ehi: Revolution a land-tax was infti-
tuted, whu:h has continued at-different rates
gver fince. . ; "
By the act for abolithin £ m-htary tenures,
 the landed gentlemen are generally fuppofed
only to have freed themfelves of the ex-
pence of wards and liveries ; but it ought
to be confidered, that they were by the (ame
aft exempted from perfonal military fer-
vice, which was on many occafions wery
charge-
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thargeable, and joined with the former,

made a fixed and perpetual burden upon
their eftates, which at fome periods ex-

ceeded fix; or eight, or ten fhillings in the
pound. The charge was certainly im-
menfe; for at the Congueft the landhold-

ers of England, who held by military te-
nures, were obliged to maintain 6ocoo
knights or horfemen, independent of the
expence of wards and liveries, which laft
they agreed to on condition of their mili-
tary tenures bging made hereditary. The
-force thus maintained was found in after-
-ages to be inactive and unferviceable, unlefs
by an extraordinary exertion of expence,
-and by throwing the whole kingdom into
commotion ; and as the military art im-
proved, expetience fhewed, that a much
fmaller force, well difciplined, could ren-

‘der more effetual fervice, either offenfively -

or defenfively, than that great body of un-
‘difciplined militia, which was {o very bur-
-denfome to the kingdom. The noble
hiftorian, above mentioned, juftly remarks,
4¢ That the military tenures wanted that
«¢ force of umion in which confifts all the
“ energy of monarchical ftates; and that
- " thfy 5



