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PREFACE.

My chief inducement to publish a few observations agon
B. Newton's Letter,* in the year 1767, was the defence of
that divine prineiple vouchsafed by a gracious Creator, through
a bepeficent Redeemer, to all mankind, in order to their in- .
struction, help, and salvation. Tis operation and extent ap-
peared to me to b misunderstood, znd onistakenly represented

in that discourse ; and fnding it equally 50 in a latet reply

of the same author, 1 think myself in soma degree obliged to
appear & second time, still further to abow, according to my
understanding, the necessity, universality, and real sensibility
of the work of God's Holy Spirit upon the immortal soul of
mat, as the vital source zod support of true religion in him,
and therefore the primary guide of his life and conduct.

My intention i= not mere controversy, but explanation and
doctrine. I have therefore taken the Lberty 10 vse divers
expressions from the Apocrypha, and other writings, where
their pertinence and clearness entitled them to a place.

I take little notice of the numerous declamatory parts of
my opposer’s performance. It concerns not the ingenuous
reader, who can be most keéen or mest petulant, but on which

. side of the question the truth ligs, and hy which doctrine his

mind iz most likely to be best and most profitably informed.
This he may better judge for himself, than others for him ;

* Letter to the anthor of & Lettar to Dr. Formey, &e., signed, Ko
Matter Who™

t The leading Sentiments of the Peaple oalled Quakers examined, &e., by
8. Nowton, of Narwich, ; .
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for be they ever so Ingenious, or otherwlse learned, they can
not be competent judges in things they have not axlperiauced,
and which are not to be known but by experience.

I have no znimosity toward my antagonist; but his work
appears to me founded in mistakes, both concerning the sense
of Scripture, and the intention of our writings, To proceed
punutely to unravel and clear, what be has been at so much
paina ta perplex and confuze, would be more tedious than
difficult, and could by no means compensate either for the
reader’s time or my ewn. My first endeavor, therefore,
shall be, to show the verity of our tue leading principles,
from the original and present state of mankind, with the
assiatance requisite thereunto, and afterward to add some
remarks upon divers parts of the treatise beforo me.
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THE

ORIGINAL AND PRESENT

STATE OF MAN,.

CHAPTEE 1.

J. Man was originally created in Purity, end in a State of doe Ovder end
Bectitnde.—2. He was imopired with s Bense of hin Doty and % and 4,
emporwtered to perform iL—8. Being tempted, he Iopued from his proper
Gunrd, the preserving Power of God, into Sin.—4, He fell from the Image

. of the Heavenly, into ‘the [page of fte Farthly. How oilawiol ScH roso
in bim.—7. That he reafly sofered Iteath in Hpirit, in the Day of his
Transgreasion. What the Life and Pesth of the Bood are. -

1. Ex the beginning (od etcated all things zood. Inherently
and immutebly good himself, every production of his must
necossarily be 0, according to the several. kindz wherein he
created them. As map was wholly made by him, he must
have been made wholly good ; his catore clear of all impuriry,
and free from ull defect and disorder. His ficulties were
not imperfect, bat limited to their proper sphere, and every
part of his composition comatituted in its due rectitude ; the
the body placed in subservience to his ratipasl epirit, or aaul,
as to the more noble and excebent, and therefore the superior
part, made for immortslity, and in subjection oaly to the gui-
dance of its Creator. '

2. The human faculties, or powers of capacity, must then
be clear, unprejudiced, and fit to receive impressions, yet
void of any but those of immediaste sense. Man, merely as
man, could not originally bring any real knowledge into the
world with him. nt must either he immediately commu-
nicated to him by his Maker, or sfterward acquired by
himself, through chservation and experience. The latter
required time to effect ; and as it was requisite to his sitvation,
that he should be immediately endued with such an under-
standing of himself, and his (lreator, as related to his present
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duty, and affected his felicity, he certainly was, by Divine
Wisdom and Goodness, timely furnished with it.

3. Man roust not only then be supplied with a due degree
of light ard understanding, but he must also e empowered to
act up to it, else his knowledge would have been afforded him
in vain. Yet, though he certainly was thus empowered, the
sequel manifested he was placed in a state of probation, other-
wise, he could never bave baen guilty of the least faflure ; for
his Maker being essentially and unchangeably good, mmst
have fixed him in a state of immutsble virtue end goodness,
had he determined to fix him at all.

4. As the omniscient Creator most. certainly saw what a
sobtle adversary man would bave to encounter, be as surely
furnished him with means suflicient to discover his snares,
and resist hiz assaults. 1 Satan was suffered to use his sub-
tilty and influence to deceive him, doubtless he was not only
warned, but also endued with a sufficiency of divine light
and influcnes to withstand his uempts, as he kept duly upon
his watch. -

Nothing but the Divite Nuature ‘can euahle any intelligent
CTeature to resist tomptation, and act up to the Divine Will. If
therefore any created bring iz required to keep up thereuntn,
it must be assisted by Divine Power so o doe  43od created
man for e purpose of his own plory.  To glorfy God,
end to partake of his glary, man must walk in ohedience to
. bis will. Man could oeither infsllibly. kpow bis will, nor
constantly perform it, mersly by the strength of his own facul-
tiez; be muat therefore, necessarily have been assisted by
the Spirit of God, to epable him to perform his will, and so
10 obey him as to glorify bim, and ¢njoy a blessed inheritanee
in him ; otherwize, the end of wan's creetion could not he
anawered. [lence it iz concluded, the first man Adam was
made 8 fiving soul by the ipspiration of the second Adam
Christ, who 19 a guickening sparit ; for “ That was not firat
which is spiritual, but that which = natural ; and afterward
that which is spiritual.’”"® Thiat is, Adam was firat created a
natural man, and then rendered a spiritual one by the quick-
ening powaer of the spirit of Christ, which iz the true life, and
proper element for imniortal spirits to live and move in.

Thus the parents of mankind in their original uncorrupted
state, being fit temples for the Holy Ghost to dwell in, were,
88 well as the sanetified in Christ afterward, partakers of the
dirine nature,* by the internal quickening of divine life. The

* 1 Cor. xv. 45, 46, }2 Pet. i, 4.
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author of the Book of Wisdom ohservea,® that Wisdom én all
ages, and cerminoly in the first end purest, entereth holy souls ;.
which wisdom he describes te be the mg‘ﬁepomrqf
God, a pure influence ﬂmaig from the of the Almi :
the Mgmm of the everlastang light, aﬂﬁtp{ﬂd mwfrﬁ?f
the power of God, audﬁemage@“ﬁugwdm. This
clearly denotes the spirit of the eternal Soo of God himself,

and evidently concurs with those parts of the New Testament,

which declare him to be, the pmwer of God, and the wisdom
of God, the true light, and life of men, the fgﬁsﬁtﬂm of the
Father's glory, and the image of the invisble

It was undonbtedly in the Light of this pure influsnce that
Adam had such an intuitive discerning of the creatiom, as
enabled him to give names 1o them according to their several
natures.  For we read, © The Lord God formed every heast
of the field, and every fowl] of the zir, and brought them unto
Adam, to see what ke would call them ; amd whatsocver
Adam called every living croatorc that was the name thereof.”'}

Under this celestial enduensent, the sacred impression of
the divine imgge conspituously appeared in the first-of man-
kind. * In the image of God created he them.™||
. 6. Had man kept in faithful obedience to his Heavenly

Guide, and rejected the efforts of the tempter, he might un-
doubtedly, in -due time, bave been advanced to a depree of
establishment beyond all possibility of falling ; but not con-
tinuing stril:ﬂ}r upon  his watch, and, contrary to the warning
before given him, torwing his attention toward the temptation,
when alluringly presented, ba slipped from his proper guard ;
leaving hold u{thnt Bpirit wherein his life end strength lay, he
fcll from it, and all its advantages, out of the liberty of the
sons of (God, into the bondage of corruption: ¢ sure introduc-
tion to misery. - ¥or as holiness and heppiness are insepara-
bly united, so sin and misery are indivieibly connected.

To suppose that the Almighty Author of all good, arigi-
nelly subjected man under 2 moral necessity to transgress
upon the appearance of lemptation, is an imagination too in-
jurious to the Divine character to he admitted. Our first
parents were unquestionably enabled by their Maker to abide
in due watchfulness, which would bave entitled them to pres-
ervalion ; their defection from which, was certaioly not of
him, but of themselves. Had their lapse been thtough his
will, or intentional dispostion of circumstances, so that it

* Wisd.vil. 1 Cor 24; Col.L 15; John L 4,0; 2 Cor. iv. & Gen.
ji. 13 )| Gen. i, 27,
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must inevitably follow, he could’ not consistently have sen--

tenced them to punishment for it ; because, in ss doing, they
performed his will, which could not be a sin against him.

A dangerous fnndneas to become k_lmwmg in things hurtful,
and no way necessery, sesms to have an early entrance into
the human mind. “ In the day ye eat, your eyes shall be
opened, and ye¢ shall be az Gods, knowing good and evil."®
By the suggestion of this Aattering flsehood, Eve waz de-
ceived. Kuowing pothing but good, she l:n.ight have remained

happy ; but experisancing evil, she became otherwize. This

knowledge is as opposite to that of the divine wisdom, as
derkness is to light. It ia certain the Dmeizeient knows both
good and evil, but he knows the first by immutable  posses-
sion, and perfect enjoymont, and the last he beholds with
abhorrence, in eternal opposition to, and infiite distance from
the purity of his nature. With sinful man the eese is reverse,
evil having immediate pozsession of bim, and good being ont
of his reach, without divine mercy, he must be completely
wretched. 'I'bis is the necessary consequence of that boasted
kuuwladge of the world, which .men m:.qmre by tasting the
perticious ahd poisonons sweets af tempmtmm

6. The conscquenees of this primery lapse wers imme-
diately affecting to the actnal transgressors, and remotely to
all their posterity. I, They lost the bright impression of
the divine image, and the folicity attending it Forfeiting
the immediate indwelling and pore infhience of Gor's Hoely
Bpirity they lost that divine similitude, wherein they had en-
joyed etornal light, life, Jove, poodnesa, righteousness, holi-
ness, and happiness. That Omnipresent Spirit of power,
truth, and virtne, which in their original state had been their
coreforter, diswnited from them through transgresaion, now
became their accoser and convicter. 2. FLapsing from under
due and constant subjection io the mind and spirit of his
Creator, the will of rran separated from the will of Ged, and
became self~asill. Belf-love in man‘was griginally and prop-
erly placed in subservience to the love of his Maker, who
being in all raspects justly supreme, had, while man stoed in
cheerful obedience, the supremacy in his affection ; but, by
his undutiful self-gratification, end letting in the suggestion of
the tempter, his chief love turned from his Maker to himself.
Thus probably inordinate self-love and self-will originated in
man, and they always stand in a will zaparate from the will of

God, and & spirit contrary to his Holy Spirit. This meutal,

* G, ifi. B.




