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PREFACE.

Wazr a Book 1s presented to the public, custom
authorizes us to expect, that it should be accom-
paniad by a prefatory explanation, stating the why
and wherefore of its appearance ; sccordingly, the
anthor €ither endesvours fo rest his claims to
public attention en the simple yet solid basis-of
Truith, or, on the other hand, raises o fabric of
Fiction, ‘whereby to support them: in gither
case, the work depends entircly npom its ownm
merits for any share of praise, or censure, that
may be bestowed wpon it; while fo gratify the
caprice of eustom, the writers brain is often rack-
ed to produce & plausible something, for intrading
the prodnctions of his pen to the world. As little
aitempt a8 yel been made, to emancipate us from
these fetters which gall the mind, I am con-
strained to tread in the footsteps of my predeces-
sors ; yet, as avoiding any attempt at imposition,
I shall candidly avow, that my parpose in
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writing was to employ and please myself ; —
united to the hope, that some gratification might
be extended to the minds of those, who, are content
with humble sources of amusement, and will deign
to be acquainted with the domestic intercourse of
passing things ; for my writings will not be found
to afford scope to imaginations, which, like
Eagle's wings, delight but in scaring over the
joftiest heights, and find a resting place, only
.|.1:|1:'|ﬂ mpﬁ‘mﬂ mh&}iﬁe&ﬁﬂypnth:'m'eiﬁb
jutroduced as little fickion into my mlgedn B8
m.ghthemmmmt with poetry; and eonsider-
ing thet facts, perticularly historical facts, are to
the enlightened, more pleasing in the simplicity
of their truth, than the excursive Sights of poetio
license, which toe often mislead the understand-
ing, and render it it for the realities of life—
Elnmrm.lz_miﬂ:n,'l must beg the leniency of my
readers for the poems now presented ; as by far
the greater portion was written years apo, zad
without any idea of their being read beyomd the
muleni’mymfnmds,—-hn ginee my deter-
mination to séend them into a more extended
aphere, they have undergone such correctipns as
appeared necessary.
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