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PREFACE.

I caw offer no better excuse for obtruding the foliowing
pages upon the public notiee, than the great satisfaction which
I experienced in pursuing the system contained therein in my
own course of self-instruction twenty years ago, and the sue-
cess with which I have subsequeatly followed the same plan
in importing & knowledge of music to aevernl of my friends,

It is & matter of some purprise thet such a system has not
been more generally adopted in populsr musical edncation,
eapecially in the case of children and young persons, as it
secms 50 well calenlated to impart a correct motion of the
formation of the musical scale, upon which, in the acguire-
ment of musie, s6 much really depends. For all writers on
the seience, both theoretical and practical, insist particulerly
on the facts that the acale coneists of eight sounds, rising by
degrees ; and that this pradation is equal throughout, except
in two instantes, thers being hut half the distanss in msing
from the third to the fourtl, nnd from the sevemih to the
eighth, that there is in the other places. Onc step more,—
the theorist had but to advise his pupil to wake s practical
use of the deseription thus gizen of the seale,—and the busi:
ness had been done.

The elder Dibdin has, among his numerous musical works,
a simple method of teacking singing, namely, by the use of
figures, similar to the plan adopted here. About ten or twelve
{perhaps more) years ago, a worthy friend to musical eduea-
tion, Mr. Hickson, taught several children to sing by the unse
of figurcs. And, at this present writing, the Rev. J. J. Waite,
a Dissenting Minister, labouring in Tlminster, is in the midst
of the delivery of a course of Lectures in London wpon con-
gregational singing, in which a similar method is adopted.

- The following circumstances have led to the poblication of
this book. Someo friends who had heard Mr. Hickson’s Lec-
ture on Singing, in which he was assisted by the children
whom he had instructed, were sa desirous of learning, that,
knowing 1 had a little knowledge of music, they requested me
to teach them: I formed them into n class, and suceeeded
beyond my best hopes. From that time te the present T have
occasionally instructed others, with the same success, But the
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want of a book to which my pupils might refer between the
periods of our meeting, has always been a great detriment to
their progress. I therefore resolved to print a few progressive
lessons, with expldnations for their use, But, as “ the snow-
ball loses nothing by rolling,” I found that my explanations
and illustrations increased so fast wpon me, that I concuded
it would be bettes to draw an outline of the system for pobli-
cation. The outline has been filled up, and has increased to its
present extent, containing, I hope, every thing necessary for
the learner, and many things nseful for the student.

I have endeavoured to keep the work within ressonable
bounds, as much aa pessible; but if T have heen rather lengthy
in my elocidations, it ia because I thorght too much explana-
tion would be better than too little, I have given illustrations
from secular as well as sacred music. This will be no real
objection to the utility of the book ; for it will be acknow-
ledged that the too frequent repetition of sacred phraseology
is calenlated rather to injure than establish its solemn charae-
ter in the eatimation of young persons.

In the adoption of this system, there 1= no necessity to re-
organize the present notation of music: it is intended to ex-
plain the musical character as it at present exists. Tn attempt-
ing this explanation I have endeavoured to nse language and
ressoning that may be undesstood by all classes of persons.
I therefore venture to presume, that it will be found especially
adapted, in the hands of the teacher, the parent, or the grar-
dian, to the capacities of even young children; in particular,
it might be effectuslly nsed for the instruction of the senior
classes in Babbath and week-day schovls. Indeed, there
seems no reason why almost infants may not be made to par-
ticipate in the luxuries of a musicel education, by the adop-
tion of & method so simple, so efficacious, and so musieally
correct.

I now commit the work to the judgment of a generous and
impartial publie, hoping that they will find as much pleasure
and satisfaction in its perusal and practice, as the writing and
preparing of it have given anxiety and solicitude to

Their bumble servant,
Hogzton, THE AUTHOR,
December Iaf, 1847,




VOCAL MUSIC.

INTRODUCTTON.

Tuis earth of ours is & scene of misery. All of us &re born
to care and sorrow.  From the peer to the peasant, all feel the
weight of woe entailed upon us by our first parent, snd cer-
tainly not lessened by the evil propensities and practices of his
descendants. Yet God, in his mercy, has placed within our
reach the means of happiness. Religion—the troe, the Chris-
tinn religion—offers to us her consolatione and lier moral power.
And, to the man of clean hands and a pure heart, haraszed
though he be with carking cares, manifold are the minor sources
of enjoyment that are ever open. His scoscs, if rightdy
employed, are but so many avenues for the entrance of joyous
feelings, tending 1o alleviate hiz heaviness of heart, and Lo
make him, for a time at legst, forget his birthright of trouble.,
If he be so far favoured 2a to have his lot cast in the rural
districts of our own fair land, his walks will present to his
admiring eyes Nature in her chequered and changeful beanty
of costume; his ears will be charmed with the sweet melody
of sylvan sounde,—the shrill alwo of the lark, the murmuring
tenor of the pebbly brook, or the mellow bass of the lowing
berd; and the fragrance of meadows and of weods will fill
up the measure of his outwerd happiness,—all combining to
refrech his spirit, and to taire- it to pure and noble thoughts.
But to those who are not thus privileged, who spend the
greater part of the yesr within the gloomy walls of our
metropolis, that wide-extending prison-house, or within the
smoky precincts of our manufacturing towns ; to these unfor-
tunates, who iuhale no sweeter odour than that of the nauseous
cigar, whose only out.door music in that of thundering wheels
or screaming chimney-sweeps, and whose eyes glanee along
8 never-ending vista of brick and mertar, gleomily fore-short-
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2 VOCAL MUSIC,

ened with smoke and fog;—te these hapless thousands there are
yet accessible in-door enjoyments partially compensating for the
luss of pure air and pleasant scenery.

Besides the numerous facilities for Yterary pursuits and
pleasures now afforded to all, the arts and sciences offer their
cheerful aid, as ministering spirits of fireside happiness. Among
these, Music claims & distinguished place. The study of its
theory is peculiarly attractive; so nicely mathematical, so
besutifully adjusted are itz parts, tempting the amateur farther
and farther into the examination of its properties and powers.
But the carrying our its scientific principles into prectice by
attcropts at composition will be the ambition only of the few.
The generality will content themeelves with acquiring sufficient
theoretic knowledge to enable them justly 1o sppreciate the
excellences of their favourite harmonies.

The principal charm of Music, however, lies not in its beauty
a8 a science, but in its surpassing power to touch the inmost
chords of the soul, and to wake them to thrilting ecstasy, when
endued with vital expression by the melodious voice or well-
strung instrument. Who has not feit the sweet and hesvenly
influence of Music P—whether wielded by the noble organ, as
it peals forth its lond and lofty anthems; or by the friendly
choral hand around the Christmas hearth ;—whether breathed
by the gentle mather, &8s, with lutelike tones of simpleet me-
lody, she soothes her first-barn to repose; or by the public
singer, as she brings into play the full tide of her unbroken
voice, and soars with perfecs ease and micest securacy to the
highest notes of the vocal scale, meking the heart flutter and
the limbs tremble with her penetrating trill.

In our joys what more welcome, in omr sorrows what more
soothing, than Music, as she dances along in zeme lively plee,
or moves stately slow in some solemn full-chorded requiem ?

But for us to pen the praises of Music would be loving
labour lost. She needs no other appeal to the sympathy of cur
fellow-men than that which Nature has written on the heart of
each. 'The foudriess of the hoy for his penny fife, of the young
man for bis soft.bresthing flute, of the fairer sex for their
piano-fortes ; the enthusiasm which glows on the face of the
Scotsman, ss he hears the well-known bagpipe play ; the atten-
tion with which the gronp of hardy sailors listen to their
tuneful messmate's mauoly voice, as he sings, '* Cease, rude
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Boreas,” or, " Ye Gentlemen of England,” and the hearty
good-will with which they swell the chorus; are all but 20
many proofs of the innate fondness for sweet sounds. Who
has not been surprised at the taste snd judgment displayed by
listle children in chanting their simple melodies, the nicety with
which they imitate musical sounds, and their quickness in per-
ceiving the least deviation from the principles of harmony ? This
taste, this discrimination, this enjoyment of music, are not pecu-
liar to & favoured few : they are the attributes of the many ; and
the unmelodious, the earless, are the scanty exceptione to a general
rule. But these fine perceptiana of harmonic beauty are too often
allowed to rust in youth, and sve blunted by the busy pursuits
of manhoed. Yet often some lightsome lilt of former days
will sweep over the soul of him immersed in cares, reminding
him that his mental and bedily powers were not intended for
unceasing drudgery in the acquisition of wealth.

The ancients felt and scknowledged this power divine of Music.
Over them, leas sophisticated ae thoy were, the heavenly goddess
appears to have exercised an electric influence scarcely credi-
ble to us corpaestively unimpassioned moderns. Had it been
in consistence with the scope of this little work, we might have
sttempied (with the aid of the additionsl light lately shed on
thie subject by the antiguarian decipheeers of esatern hiern-
glyphica) to trace the career of Music through the nations of
antiquity,—the Egypiians, the Hebrews, the Babylortans, the
Greoke, the Homene, &e.  Quor Rubicon, however, must not
now be passed. Should leisure favour uvs, ot some future day
we may hope, perhaps, to venture on the pleasing task. Mean-
while, lel us proceed to the purpose of our present Lterary
offering,

This little book, then, is designed to render plain the princi-
ples of this enchanting science, and to enable the lcarner, with
but a little exercise of paticnce, to attain the facolty of singing
correctly, at fivst sight, any sevies of musical notes, however
difficult. And though {like young authors in general) we trust
that our pages will not be altogether slighted by the higher and
middle classcs, yet the working man chiefly are our teachings
intended to benefit. Kindly is it ordered by Divine Goodness
that though the masses have now to labour mare hardly for a
livelihood than in bygone days, yet the highest enjoyments of
which man is capable are brought much more within their
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reach: and now the low-born youth may for & few pence pur-
chase those sparkling gems or aterling treasures of literature,
which, in times that are past, cost many a worthier coin, and
which were not to be obtained by the pale thirster after know.
ledge but at the loss of many a comfort. BSo is it with Music
she who has long lightened the chains of the free-aspiring Ita-
lian, and sweetened the hondage of the serfe of Austria, now
offers her cheerful aid to the unshackled thousands of Britain,
—not to help them to forget their civil rights,—God forbid !—
but te zecompany them in their hours of toil, to brighten their
day of rest, to refine their tastes, to feed their souls with
angels' food. For a small weekly sum 3 man may possess him-
sclf of the glarious early English epnge, of Handel’s and Haydn's
noblest compositions, or of modern instrumental and vocal chefs-
d'ceuvre. We think, then, that our pages place within the
reach of all a methed that shall enatle any ope possessed of the
average amount of intellectunl and harmonic percepton to
avail himeelf of the lofty enjoyments now so accessible in re-
spect of price. And if, by the inetrumentality of the following
pages, the working man shall acquire 2 taste for higher pleasures
than those of the public house and the licentious newepaper ; if
a new charm shall be added to the homestead of the toiling
tradesman ; if the stoudent shall hereby be provided with &
harmless and cheerful means of recreation, when wezried with
his intellectusl labour; if a fuller strain of praise shall rise to
heaven in thrilling harmony from many a village-school and
many a house of prayer, attracting imesistibly him who on the
zabbath seeks relief from the monotony of n working week ; if,
in fine, this little mapual shsll lessen the sum of human mizery ;
its author’s pains will be more than compensated, his highest
hopes most joyfully fulfilled.




