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IPREFACE.

IN thig book 1 have continued for another fifty years the
narrative of Scottish history sinee the Reformation which
is contained in my two previous works.  The second
half of the cighteenth century in Scotland owes much of
its interest to the awakening of industry and to the
brilliant, though expensive, vietory won by liberalism n

the Church; but the change from stagnation to the full

¥
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current of life was no less remmkable in the political
than in the industrial sphere; and here perhaps the
significance of the period is not so generally understood.
In developing this branch of my subject T have not
hesitated to pursue its vamifications into British, or even
into English, history; for all the chiel conllicts of
opinion during these years—the Militia and Anti-
Catholic agitations and the Reform movements of 1780
and 1792—originated in England; and, as the spirit of
the Scottish Parliament, embodied i its election laws,
survived till 1832, one has to cousider, not only the
original nature of this force, but its evolution as o factor
in Westminster politics.  In the following pages I have
devoted considerable attention to such politicians as
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OS\\'QI_LL Dempster and Bute, and have reviewed with
more precision than has yet been attempted the character
and early career of Henry Dundas. Moderatism, in
accordance with 1ts (:()n_il.ln'(':'lﬂ)_-n of repressive methods
and liberal ideas, is studied, first as a system of ecclesi-
astical policy, and then as an tellectual force; and the
material development of the country 1s sketched con-
tinuously under itg several heads. T had intended in a
concluding chapter to indicate the effect of expanding
thought and industry on the daily life of the people; but
this has been done fully, if not methodically, by the late
Henry Grey Graham; and little of importance could
have been added to his vivid, humorous and picturesque

account.

Emixprron : November, 1910,
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