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PREFATORY NOTE

THE stodies in this book are chosen {rom a
number written at {rregular intervals, and from
sheer interest in their subjects, long ago.  Por-
tions of them, or rough drafts of what has since
been wholly remodelled from fresher and fuller
material af first hand, have appeared within fve
yvears in Fhe Adlantic Monthly, Afacmilian's,
The Cathalic World, and Port-Lore; and thanks
are due the magazines for permission to repring
them. Yei more cordial thanks, for kind as-
sistance on hiographical points, belong to the
Earl of Powis; the Rev, R, H. Davies, Vicar
of old 5t Luke's, Chelsea ; the Hev, T. Vers
Bayne, of Christchurch, and H. E. D). Blakis-
ton, Esq., of Trinity College, Oxford ; T. W,
Lyster, Esg., of the National Library of Ire.
land ; Anbrey de Vere Beauclerk, Esg,; Miss
Langton, of Langton-by-Spilsby; the Vicars of
Dauntsev, Enfield Highway, and Montgomery,
and especially those of ligh Ercall and Speke
and the many others in England through whose
courtesy and patience the tracer of these un-
important sketches has been able to make them
approximately life-like.
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