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Durmve the years 1gor-1gog Dr. Alexander Macfarlane
delivered, at Lehigh University, lectures on twenty-five Britizh
mathematicians of the nineteenth century. The manuscripts
of twenty of these lectures have been found to be almost ready
for the printer, although some marginal notes by the author
indicate that he had certain additions in view. The editors
have felt free {o disregard such notes, and they here present
ten lectures on ten pure mathematicians in essentially the same
form as delivered. In a future volume it is hoped to issue
lectures on ten mathematicians whose main work was in physics
and astronomy.

These lectures were given to audiences composed of siudents,
instructocs and townspecople, and cach occupied less than an
hour in delivery, It should hence not be expected that a lecture
can fully treat of all the activities of 4 mathematician, much
Iess give critical analyses of bis work and careful estimates of
his influence. Tt is felt by the editors, however, that the lectures
will prove inlercsting and inspiring to a wide circle of readers
who have no acquaintance at first hand with the works of the
men who are discussed, while they cannot fail to be of special
interest to older readers who have such acquaintance.

It should be borne in mind that expressions such az “ now,”
* recently,” “ ten years ago,” etc., belong to the year when a
lecture was delivered. On the first page of each lecture will
be found the date of its delivery.

For six of the portraits given in the frontispiece the
editors are indebted to the kindness of Dr. David Eugene
Smith, of Teachers College, Columbia University.
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4 PREFACE

Alexander Macfarlane was born April 21, 1851, at Blairgowrie,
Scotland. From 187r to 1884 he was a student, instructor and
examiner in physics at the University of Edinburgh, from 1885
to 1894 professor of physics in the University of Texas, and from
1895 to 1908 lecturer in electrical enginecring and mathematical
physics in Lehigh University. He was the author of papers on
algebra of logic, vector analysis and quaternions, and of Mono-
graph No. 8 of this series. He was twice sccretary of the sec-
tion of physics of the American Association for the Advancement
of Sclence, and twice vice-president of the section of mathematics
and astronomy. He was one of the founders of the Inlernational
Association for Promoting the Study of Quaternions, and its
president at the time of his death, which eccured at Chatham,
Ontario, August 28, 1913. Hiz personal acquaintance with
British mathematicians of the nineteenth century imparts to
many of these lectures a personal touch which greally adds
to their general interest.

AreXAWure Magrdviane
From a photogeaph of wobul
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TEN BRITISH MATHEMATICIANS

GEORGE PEACOCE *
{1701-18:8)

GeoreeE Pracock was born on April g, 1791, at Denton
in the north of England, 14 milkes ftom Richmond in Yorkshire.
His father, the Rev. Thomas Peacock, was a clergyman of the

" Church of England, incumbent and for so yeats curate of the
parish of Denton, where he also kept a school. Tn early life
Peacock did not show any precceity of genius, and was more
remarkable for daring feats of climbing than for any special
attachment to stedy. He received his elementary education
from his father, and at 17 years of age, was sent to Richmond,
to a school taught by a graduate of Cambridge University to
receive instruction preparatory to entering that University.
At this school be distinguished himself greatly both in classics
and in the rather elementary mathematics then required for
entrance at Cambridge. In 130g he became a student of Trinity
College, Cambridge.

Here it may be well to give a brief account of that Uni-
versity, as it was the alma mater of four out of the six mathe-
maticians discussed in this course of lectures.}

At that time the University of Cambridge consisted of seven-
teen colleges, each of which had an independent endowment,
buildings, master, fellows and schelars. The endowments, gen-
erally in the shape of lands, have come down from ancient times;
for example, Trinity College was founded by Henry VIII in

* This Lecture was delivered April 12, 1901, —EpiTams.
1 Dr. Macfarlane's first course included the frst six lectures given i thig
wvolume,—EDIToRs.
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