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INTRODUCTION.

¥t hes been the curions fate of at loast thres men, whaose
greatness i associated with the eighteenth century, to
have had their memories andessrvedly injured through
the hostility, the mistakes, or the superdlious regard
of & tuccession of more or less mdveree eritics; and it
haz been the good fortune of some writers of our own
day to bo in & position, with filler knowledge to hand,
to vindicate their characters, or preatly to modify the
harsh opinions we had been led to form of them, through
the carelessness, or somebhing worse, of previpma bio-
graphers, Of these thres, Richard Steele is one; and
88 to the two others, we now know that Richard
Brinsley Sheridan waa not quite ac contemptible in
life and end ss we hed thought, and that the moral
obliquity of Warren Hastings existed in the biased
imagination of Lord Macaulay.

Strangely enough it i from Lord Macaulay's mis-
chievons picturesquences that Sieele aleo has suffered ;
bat not perhaps to so great an extent from thia, as
from the pitying sffection with which Thackeray regards
him. 'We have only to read the Essay on Addison of
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viii THE TATLER.

the one and Fsmond or the Leefure on Steele! of the other
to appreciate how far the popular conception of Bteale's
character is due to those two writers, But “the whirli-
gig of time brings his revenges,” and Steele noed now
no longer be for us *the rake” of Macanlay, “ whose
lifs was spent in einoing and repenting,” or the * Poor
Dick" of Thackeray, but a man of high, genarons, and
chivalrie actions: a faithfi! end lovable friend; and,
despits the fanlts generslly sssociated with enthusiastic
snd impulsive natures, an honest champion of what was
pure snd good, and that too in a generatioh which
esteemed but lightly those things which are of good
report.?

Although Stesle speaks of himeelf z3 an * English-
" man, boron in Treland,” thers is resson to believe that
he waa more of en Irishmoan than this statement would
seem to imply, for there is not moch doobt that he
wea connected with a family of Bteeles of Cheshire,
which had softled in the country before the middle of
the seventeenth century, and bad already given a Lord
Chancellor to the High Court of Justice in Ireland.
In the vear 1872, on the 12th of March, when London
woa gfill stagpermg from the two awful blows of the
Great Plagne and the Grest Fire, Richsrd Steele was
born in the sister capital of Dublin, not fur from that

1 Boe Enghish fFumowriate of the Bightesnth Clentwry.

%To hie two latast bingraphere, Mr. Austin Dobaon and sspeei-
ally Mr. George A. Aitken, we nre indebted for this hetter and
truer view of Btoele’s character. The presemt editor weunld here
scknowledge his indebicdness to the former's Richard Steelsin -
the ¢ English Worthiea™ serien and the Sefectfons in the ** Clar-
endon Press” volume, wnd to the lntber's sdmirable Life of Steele,
2 vola., 1850,
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gpot where Dean Bwift had been born five years pre-
viouely ; and the record of his baptism may still be read
in the register of 5t. Bride's Parish, Buot with this
event his connection with Irsland may be said to have
begun and closed. Bteele’s father, like Swift's, was a
Drublin attorney : apparently wall-to-do, for he possessed
a country hounss at Monkstown in the neighbourhood
of Dublin, and st one fime hald the office of sub-sheriff
of the county of Tipperary. He died when his son
was but five years of age, sud there is resnson to believe
that Richard's mother, whom her son describes az “a
very beautiful woman of & noble spirit,"” ! soon followed
her hoshand to the grave. The facts that smrvive of

Bteale’s garly life are very fow, and there iz nothing

to tell of him until ho entered the famous Charterhouse
School in 1684, It was here that the most mwemorable
of literary friendships—an almoset lifslong one—was
formed, when Joseph Addison joined the echool nearly
two years after; and it is plessant to fmagine Btecle,
with his experiencs of achool life and his kiodly heart,
helping to make the frat few trying weeks of 2 ' new
boy's” existence tolarsble to the shy and eomewhat
sedate son of Lancelot Addison, the Dean of Lichfigld.

It is easy to perceive from Steele’s writings that he
took advantage of the excellent classical training which
the Charterhotse offered, and although oot the scholar
which Addison proved to be, it was with ne bad result
that Iir. Thomas Walker, the headmaster, administered
those floggings of which Hteele frequently spcaks in
after years. '

In due time Steels went te Christ Church, Oxford,

1 Hee Besey e, po 6, 1 10



