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can study the wholly different aspeet and omntcome of
the Spanish side of the evolution in the pages of
Roberisen, Buckle and Prescott, with Ferdinand the
Catholic and Isabella of Castille, the Emperor Charles
and Philip IL,— Columbus, Torquemada and Alva, -
— holding the leading parts. DBut the play and the
plot are the same, — the scene only is shifted. Carlyle
gives ns two other scenes, —one in Germany, known
as the wars of Silesiz, and the other the final ¢limax
of the third Act in the eatastropbe of the French
Revolution, with its Rights of Man and Worship of
Reason. Then, if we go back for a couple of cen-
turies, and onee wore shift the scene, we can study the
development of the plot in Hollapd through the pages
of Motley, while the great figure of William the Silent
looms up before na.

But the drama was not confinad to Europe. Scenes,
and not npimportagt nor onimteresting scemes in ik,
were laid here in Ameries, in New England, in Mas-
wachusetts, and these scanes are my present subject, —
only let it be always remembered they were svenes, —
and to this fact they owe their whole value in history,
— they were scenes in the world-drama.

B0 far a3z Emancipation from Caste, or the Equality
of Man before the Law, 1s coneerned, thizs much mmst
be paid of it as compared with Religious Toleration, —
it is exclusively and wholly an outeome of the last
four centuries, — their offspring; whereas Religious
Tolervation s, in & way, only a vevival. For, though it
may sound like a paradox, it is historieally well settled
that religious percecution followed in the wake of
Christianity, — followed it, indeed, as a logical neces-
sity. There is no ntterance of Christ wore sadly pro-
phetic than when, declaring that his mission was not
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PREFACE.

Quaney, September 29, 1054,

My pEar Proressor CHANNING : —

While occupied last winter on historical work in
eonnection with & fortheoming publication of the
Privce SocEry on ANTinOomiANISM 1N THE COLONY
or MassacuuserTs Bav, 1636-1638, T found my-
self led into an inveatigation the results of which
were, in character, generally radical and somewhat
iconoclastic. As I went on 1 became corious to see
bow those resolts would impress a class of students
just entering upon history as a study.

Yon were kind conoogh to offer me, being an Over-
sect of the College, one of your classes to experiment
on; and, a8 you remember, in April T oceupied vour
desk for two morning hours. What I wished to say
had to be greatly compressed to get it within the
allotted time s but my andience, I thought, teok rather
kindly to views, general and particular, which would
Lardly Lave been encouraged in the Cambridge of
forty years apo,

The four lectures, then condensed into two, I now
publish entive; and ask for them your consideration,
as well as that of the members of the classe 1 ad-
dressed.

Believe me, eto.,
CHARLEE FrANCIS ADaMs,

Pror. Epwarn Cuaw¥ing, Cambridge, Mass.
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Or corresponding panels of the inner fromt of the
Water Gate at the Chicage Weorlds Fair are these
two inseriptions, prepared by President Eliot of Har-
vard, — at tha left, as one faces to the east, “Ciwil
Liberty The Meuns of Building np Personal and
National Character ;" at the right, “ Toleration in
BEeligion The Best Fruit of tha last Four Centuries.”
Obviously, the last i= the stronger, much the more
comprehensive lepend.  But, iv fact, the causes were,
and are, equal as well as inseparable ; and it is the
strugela for them — for Freedom of Conselence on
the one hand, and the Equality of Man hefore the
Law on the other — which eonstitutes the theme of
modern history, Nor does it make much differenca
whers or when or how or by whom the course of that
stragple is studied, — though it cannot be studied in
too many phases or under toe varied conditions, —
it is an aspect, and the last great aspect, of buman
development, Oune writer of books of history, and
one such writer only, so far as I koow, has addressed
himsalf to the subject in & comprehensive spirit; and
he fell by the way, even as he crossed the threshold.
Henry Thomas Buckle died more than thirty years
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But with the principle of Human Equality before
the Law nothing worthy to claim even kinship ean be
found in the past. T is the creation of the last four
centuries. Mare than that, the battle over it has only
recently been fought out here in America; and, alse-
where, is not yet wholly fonght out aven in Europe,
Caste and slavery die havd.

Taking then this drama of modern history, — this
Emancipation from Superstition and Caste, with its
two underlying principles of Religious Toleration and
Equality before the Law,—what part has America
played in it? So far as Equality before the Law is
concerned, — personal, civil liberty, — the record of
no community seems to me more creditable, more con-
sistent, nor, indeed, wore important than that of the
community composing the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts. The idea was the offspring of the English
Commonweanlth. Ity godfathers were Hampden and
Milton and Cromwall. Tt found inarticulate expres-
sion in the death of King Charles. No portion of the
world was, Lowever, then refidy to aceept so startling
a poaradox.  All existing habits, traditions, institutions,
-— soeial, politieal, religious, —rtecoiled from it It
seemed like an absurdiy on its face, to assert that the
peasant who torned the clod was, before the law, or
anywhere else, the equal of the lord at whose castle's
gate he lived, or of the priest who represented God.
Bueh an idea no more found acceptance with the peas-
ant than it did with the loed or the priest. TIndeed,
the first, no long time before, had been a serf, —an
adjunct to the soil and inseparable from it. Though
a protest against hmnan inequality, the English Com-
monwealth was, accordingly, only a passing protest.
Law, usage, tradition, were forces too poweriunl to be



