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PREFACE BY THE EDITOR

O THE

DISCOVERY OF MRE. WATSON'S DISCOURSES,

A¥D THE

REASONS FOR THEIR REPUBLICATION.

Trrovcn the mercy of God I have arrived at that
age which 1s not wsually allotted te man, . At this
near approach to the eloze of hfe, I have vlserved
with regret angry discussions and divisions spring-
ing up among the members of the Church to which
I belong, upon its doctrines and diseipline, At the
same time I am rejoiced fo see, there are among the
more moderate members of that Church many of its
ministers inculeating and inviting a closer union
between themselves and the Taity, s a meons of
mitigating such mnhecoming controverzies, and ex-
pressing their deep regret ot the introduction of
those inmovations which are so nearly allied to
Roi’nish practices, and causing so much szchism
among Christians. That these efforts to make this
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nnion cloger between the Clergy and Laity are pro-
ducing their good froits, may be secn in the libera-
lity of the latter in the building and endowment of
new district Churches, in the restoration and repair
of old ones, and in the erection of pargonage houses
and schools, In many parishes the Laity also arc
more assiduousty than ever rendering assistance to
the Clergy, by overlooking the schools, and aiding
them in visiting and reading fo their poor and
afflicted bretheen.

As my advaneed age and other oceurrences in hifo
have prevented me from participating so largely as
I could have wished in these good works, I hope 1
have found another method by which T may confer
some good upon the Chriatian community,—! mean
the republication of these Ihseoweses. They have
Leen highly culogized by more competent judges
than mysgell. One of them s eutitled “ A Beason-
able Admoenition to the Church of England,” and, if
it was applicable at the time it was preached before
the members of the Oxford Univemity, 16 must
be considered more particularly so at the present
Juneture.

1 will now give an account of the way in which
the transcripts of these Discourses aceidentally fell
into my hands. T had been reading in the month
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of November lagt the Rev. William Jones's Leetures
upon the Figurative Langnage of Bevipture ; in con-
sequence of which, I sent the following inquiry to
that valuable source for information upon literary
subjects, the Notes and QJueries :—

“JONES, OF NAYELAND, AND THE Buv. GEORGE WATsON,
—When men of such high reputation as the Rev, William
Jones, of Nayland, speak in terms of eommendation of any
publication, we are naturally snxious to become aequainted
with its contents, In the second levture of Mr Jones upon
the Figurative Language of Seripture are the following
remarks npon the outward form of worslip, in which Chrfa-
tiaus are in the habit of turning to the Fast :—

‘“*Here [ wonld observe,” he zays, * that the figures of the
SBeripture necessarily introduce something fignrative into
our worship, of which I could give several instanees, The
primitive Christians signified their relation to the tre
lght, and exprissed o religious vogavd to it, by the outward
form of worshippine with their faces towards the cast; he-
cause there the light arose out of darknesa, and there the
day of true knowledge arose, like the sun, upon such as lay
buried in ignoranes. To this dey our Churches, especially
that part whick is appropriated to the most solemn act of
Christian worship, is placed towards the east ; our dead are
buried with their faces to the cast; and when we repeat
the articles of our faith, we have a custom of turning our-
gelves to the east. The primitive Christians called their
baptisin their lfuminadion ; to denete which o light was
put inte the hands of the person after baptisn, and they
were admitted to hear the lectures of the catechists of the
church, nunder the name of the Wluminated, The fostival of
Christ’s baptism was celebrated in the month of January
with the ceremony of a number of lighted torches. When



