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Preface

HIS essay aims to give not a Theory but a
Discussion. In dealing with the move-
ments of Atoms I have endeavored to not

postulate any new Foree or factors of any kind, but
simply to take the energies and laws which we now
know, and compute their effects in the Atomic Dis-
tances. Where the real condition in any case has
been unknown, yet it is certain that one of two al-
ternatives must be true, the one chosen has been, I
believe, in every case the cne equally or more prob-
able intrinsically than the other.

The field entered is new and exceeding large, so,
while not asking any leniency of criticism for the re-
sults here set forth, I would bespeak a little suspen-
sion of judgment and candid, independent study
along the same lines, Doubtless some or all of the
conclusions here reached may have to be materially
modified before a final solution is reached. It will
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