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INTRODUCTION.

P

Mivis Evezwortd was born in the year 1766, ol Hare Hatch,
in Berkshire. Her father, Richard Lovell Edgeworth, was then
tweniy-twa years old.

_ The Edgeworth family Lod sattled in Irelaud in the reign of
Kligaboth. Colonel Irancix Edgeworth, the novelist's great-
igrandfather, had been en ardont gamlbler, Ons night, baving
gtaked and lost oll thet was bie own to lose, e added his wifu's
dismond earrings, aa ono veniurs more for change of lack. He
went into the next room, and peked her to lend them to him for
an hour. Bhe gave them, snying that she koew why they wera
wanted. He recoversd all that be hod juel lost, and in effnsion
of gratitods promised his wife mever agein to gamble, Soon
afterwards he was found in & strswyand with & few congenial
friends, pulling straws out of o stack and betting upon whose

. steaw should be longest, This gentleman had left his affairs

much invelyed, when his eldeet aon, aged eight, snceceded to the
temeining property. Dot that son bad the advantoge of o
careful guardian : he studied law, and he recovercd muoch that
had been seattered. In one enit there was & deed bromght for-
ward againgt bim, witnossed by o very old man, & gorvant of the
family, who wan heought into sourt.  The old men said that he
had seen reason to susject o frand in this deed, which went to
disinherit the heir, and that ba had privately put a wew sixpence
under the seal. The cein would ba found if the seal were broken,
The seal was broken in open conrt, and the sixpence found to be
of a date five years later than the date npon the deed.
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L] _ INTRODUCTION.,

Mise Fdgoworth's grandfothes, baving been thae released
from difficalties, marriad, in 1732, Jane Lovell, the danghter of &
Walsh judge, retived from law, and beoame a country gentlomon,
Richard Lovell Edgeworth, the novolist's father, was one of his
eight children, Ha was born at Bath in 1744 was tanght by a
good mother; and was designed by his father for a merchant,
unfil deaths made him g only son. Much care was them taken
of his health; he had epch spring and wntomp 2 pine daya’
conrse of amall beer and rhobarh. He woe pleced at a sthool
wear Bdgeworthstown, nnder ons why had been a echoolmaster
of Goldemith's. He waw then cont to m sohool at Warwick, in
whith he was bullied for his Trish brogue, and transferred to o
gchool gt Drogheda, wharg he wag hullied for hiy Hoglish accent.,
Throngh another school, et Liongford, he passed on to Trimify
Oollege, Dublin, in April 1751, Tle was nobt geventeem, and
weg then & good whobt wnd o resdy rider to hounds. At his
sister’a wedding, not long befora thie time, ons of the frolicaome
young people, putting on a white cloak ap surplice, married
Master Edgeworth, in just, fo & young lady present, the door-key
being taken for o wedding-riug. His asuxions father, to make
all gure, therenpon inetitnted n eadt of jactitation of marringe
in thy Heelesiastioal Conrts, and chtamed = divovoe.

After six monthy speot at A'rinity Coilege, Dublin, in idle .

dissipation, Richard Lovell Bdgeworth eotered Corpus Ohristi
Collegs, Oxford, as u gentleman commouer, io Uctober 1761,
His father introdueed him to the howss of an old friend, Mr.
Paul Elers, living at BElaok Bourton, within fourteen miles of
Oxford. There were fonr danghtora at Blzck Bourton, one of
whom the amorons youlh married while he was yot at College.
He had a son before he was twenty, and wont with his wifs to
epend a year ot Edgoworthstown, studying o Little law, and
amusing himself with mechanics. Boon after this he settled at
Hare Hatch, between Heading and Maidenhead, continned to
amuse himesl with wmeebhanieal works, mnde erperiments in
telegraphy, and constructed a sailing carrisge, also & wheel,
which was a vague first idea of the bieyele, It wae in the
beginning of this residence ot Hare Haich that hiz danghtar
Maria wes born, in 1765,
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INTRODUCTION, ]

Roussean’s Earife had been publivhed in 1762, sand Rickard
Lovell Edgeworth was filled with ifs sentiments concerning
education. He resolved, therefore, to educate hiz son on Rome-
#ean’a aystem. ' My wita,” he saye, * complisd with my wishes,
and the hody and mind of my son were to bz left as much as
posuible to the eduncation of Mutmre and aceident.™ This experi-
ment was tried on the pon till he wow cight yoars old.

At Haro Hateh atso, Richard Hdgeworth formed a closs friend-
uhip with Thomas ay, author of Sandford and Merton, who
lived not far away, at. Bear Hill, in Berkshire, Day was grave,
meluncholy, donbtfol abont women, and tried the experiment of
cducating & child of Natore inte hiz ideal of a wife, Ha settled
afterwards with his pupil, whomn ho ealled Hobring Syduoey,
wt Htow Hill, wear Lichfeld, and waa of the fellowship of the
Bewarde and Dr, Dorwin, Mr. Day peve up hope of hie ideal
in Sabrina, and proposed marriege to a young fady in the
household of the Sewards, Miss Honora Bneyd. The proposal
covered many sheets of paper, with a scheme for tha lady’s
futurs married life. It woe to be calm and sscluded. The lady
replied with a diequisition cn the righta of woman, and.deelined
o marry into prison. Mz Uay helped Mr. Edgeworth, mean-
while, in the education of hin som, littls attention being then
paid to the daughter, who wae, happily, left to her mother's
CATE.

Muris Bdgeworth was twalve yoory old before she was taken
to Fdgeworthetown., Her mother hed then died, after giving
birth to ancther damghter, and her father, in 1773, had just
married, at Lichfald, Misvs Hongrs Broyd, recerving hiz friend

Day's congratniaticns. Honeran Bneyd having died in n faw
years, leaving bim one daughter, Mr. Edgeworth next married,
on Christmgs Day, 1780, kis deceascd wife's sister, Elizabeth
Bneyd.

When tinplly eettled in Ireland with hiz wife Elizabeth,
Miss Edgeworth's father gave much attention to the improve-
ment of Bdgeworthetown and to the education of other children
28 well as of hig own. Miss Hdgeworth about 1791 or 1792
began to take notes of his lessons and of their resulte, and this
was the beginning of a Hterary fellowslip with him, Abont



