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Introduction.

HE interest in Chinese paintings which is

I awakening in occidental countries evinces
not so much the cosmopolitan spirit as

the recognition of the universality of art.
Accustomed as we had been to look to Greece
and Rome as the fountain-heads from which
copious streams have. flowed into the  less
imaginative European countries, it was not
without reluctance that we were obliged years
ago to confess that even these early springs had
been fed from higher sources that had also re-
freshed the soul life of Egypt, Assyria, and
India. At a later period the charming verdure
of Japanese art fields made its winning appeal
to the western world as having been watered
from the unfailing sources. We.are now dis-
covering.-that in addition to the high develop-
ment of art in China as manifested in the beauti-
ful porcelains and their prototypes, the refined
-potteries, there are wonderful bronzes, impres-
sive statues, and masterly paintings. ' Thus
new streamis are’ being discovered up which we
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