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PREFACE.

—

TrE following treatise being strictly practical, re-
quires but few introductory remarks. Its contents are
briefly as follows :

1. Observations on drawing and acceptieg bills in
regard to their maturity or term of payment; with
monthly statements shewing when bills or notes,
though duted om differemnt days, and drawn for a like
term, yet fall due the same day; also, when one day's
difference in date makes several days’ difference in the
time of payment.

2, Tables, shewing when bills, drawn or accepted at
the usual dates or periods, become due; the days of grace
included.

3. A comprehensive and practical summary of the
principal points relative to the law, usage, and operation
. of bills of exchange.

4. The commercial code of France relating to Bills
of exchange and promissory notes.

5. A synopsis of baok-keeping, comprising an ex-
planation and analysis of the ledger; with a descrip-
tion of the subsidiary books.



i PREFACE.

6. Time Tables, shewing at sight and without calcu-
lation, the number of days from any date in the year to
the 80th of June and 81st December.

7. Explanation of commercial terms and expres-
8ions,

Time is important to the merchant and man of busi-
ness ; and should this publication be found to aid the
accountant in his daily avocations, the compiler’s anti-
cipations will be realized.

Without multiplying words, in expatiating upon its
utility or in apologizing for its defects, the ** Counting-
house Assistant™ is respectfully submitted to the con-

* sideration of the commercial world.

161 Strand, London ;
Jan. 1, 1847.
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Foster’s

COUNTING-HOUSE ASSISTANT.

?BSER‘M.TIDNE IN REGARD TO THE MATURITY
OF BILLS;

FHEWING HOW ONE DAY'S DIFFERENCE N DATE MAKES
BEVERAL DAYE' DIFFERENCE 1N THE TIME OF PAYMENT,
ETC. ETE.

Wasn the term of a bill, note, or eoceptance, i# expressed
in months, calendar months are always understood ; and, not-
withatanding the inequality of the respective months, it is an
established custom not to extend the time of payment beyond
the month in which the bill would bave fallen due hed that
month contained thirty-one days : thus, if a bill or acceptance
be dated either the 28th, 28th, 30th, or 31st of Januvary, and
made payable one month efter date, the term expires the last
day of February; to which, of course, the dave of grace must
be added. Hence, in order to avoid the inconvenience of
several bills coming to maturity on the same day, it is impor-
tant to attend to the dates at the time of giving such obliga-
tions. Again: by making one day’'s difference in the date, it
frequently bappens that two, three, and even four daye are
gained in the time of payment; for instance, a bill, note, or
acceptance, dated February 28th, at six months, is doe 3]st
of Angust ; but if dated the next day—that is, March lst—
it would not be puyable till September 4th ; one day's differ-



