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PREFACE.

UR President, who had braved death in many battles

has been stricken in his peaceful home.
The work of this Institution was new and experimental,
and, in conducting it, we have profited by the fact that

"Hancock’s intuitions were better than logic, and his con-

clusions were sound, whether his reasons for them were
apparent or not. Our success is due largely to his
guidance, and to the confidence reposed in him by the
Government and the Army. By his death we have lost
our cloud by day and our pillar of fire by night.

Hancock was the impersonation of modesty and valor,
Not vain of his scars, but proud that bullets aimed at the
heart of the Republic had been intercepted by his body.

Newly-made graves are the garden-spots of the purest
and most exalted sentiments.

A few of the flowers of thought and feeling that
sprang from the grave of General Hancock, gathered in
the freshness of their bloom, are pressed between the cov-
ers of this Monograph, in the hope that they may preserve
their hues and fragrance, keep his memory green, afford
comfort to the bereaved, encouragement to men, and ex-
press in some degree the prevailing sentiment concerning
one of the best soldiers and purest men that our country

has produced. z ’ 4
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