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PREFACE,

OESER?ATIEIHH extending over 4 period of twenty-
five years, made ab Fuegns Forays and kindred
meetings: where Mycologists nessemble together, has led
to the conviction that familiarity with the Fuogd and
literature pertaining thereto, of cne country only, leads
o a false impression as to the significnce of the term
‘ﬂrﬂ'ﬂiﬂni

It conveys the idea that species are much more
sharply defined than proves to be the case, when the
entire Fuugus Flors of Horope i ineluded,

In all large genera common te European countries,
the continental species can he sundwiched between
British species, Even in Inrge gonern there are as a
rule not more than eight or ten primary differentiating
specific characters present, and it 1= the constant correla-
tion of twa or three of those primary characters that
constibube a specics, as nnderstood at the present day,

If two British species are characterised respoctively
by the marks 1, 2, and 3 4, then we find that two
continental species belonging to the same genns will be
indicated by the characters 1, 3 and 2, 4, respectively.

Primary specifio characters should inelude ondy those
features that are constant, and nob maternslly modified
by geographical or exceptional local eonditions as to
environment, ete, and auch alone should constitute a
specific diagnogis.  Trivial or local characteristics should
follow the essential dingmoais as & rider,



vi Preface.

With the introduction of characters dug to loeal con-
ditions, a description cesses to be o specific diagnosis
in the proper sense, and s merely o deseription of a
cartain state of & species oceurring under & given set of
conditions.  Buch, however, s too frequently the natore
of ao-called specific charaeters given in Jocal Floms

A lengthy and Jaboured description sugpests lack of
power to grip essentiala on the part of the compiler, and
does not as a rule facilitate the recognition of the species
intanded,

The ides of this work i3 to give the essential characters
of each species as presented by pileus, gilla, stem and
spoves respectively, This, however, owing to the views
of some anthora as to the predeminant value of one
feature to the exelusion of others, has not always been
poesible  For this reasom the species of Hritzelmayr are
not incladed, as his dm:—.riptiuus, even when sided h_'!.'
what are presumably ntended ae figures, could not n
many instances be construed into an intelligible disgnosis

In Cooke and Qudlets Clavir Syneptica Hymeno-
mycstum . Europeeorum (1BT8), 1048 species of Agaries
are recorded o Ewropean, and of these 938 are given
o British. The present work ineludes descriptions of
2750 Buaropesn species, of which 1353 are PBritish, a
onmber sonsiderably in execss of that recorded for the
species of any other Huropean country.

The species indicated by bracketa have not been re.
corided as British,

(. M,

Krw, June, 1902,



AGARICACEAE, Yries

Hymeninm eovering the eotive surface of rudiading lamelloe or
gills. Spores one-colled,

Primary divisions of the Agwricuceae depend on the colour of the
spares a8 seen in the mass, when depesited on an cpague sobstance |
and not os seen under the nuicroseops by transmittod light,

L ErUcosponak.

Bpores white,  In souie casges with o tinge of yellow or pink.  In
some species of Ruseide the apares are cloesr oghree, Tt such epecies
belong abvioualy to Russube potwithstanding,

II. CHLOROSPORAL
Bpares clenr grean or Bluieh: gesen,

111, RuonDosPoRasR,
Spores salmog-golour or pink

1V, ODorrGspORAR
Bpores echraoeous or rust-eolour,

V., MrELANOSPORAE
Bpares Black, blackish-trown, or black with a purple tinge.

LEUCOSFORAL,
I Hartopnynise.
Margin of gills acute ; t.e nok longitodinally split or grooved,
* Morres.  More or less Heshy, sofl, and soon decaying
or shrivelling {uot corky, woody, or rigid).
T Hing, or volra, or bath present, or gills free,

Amanita. Vol and ri sent.  Gills ussally free, rurc
wdpexed or ndnato, i?u]ﬁum[mm n.ui evident Igc-ud base g

4
mmlﬂm putehes on pitens prove itnnFrm&.]l
topais. Volva present, ting nbeend; gills free.
M. P



