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Ix this American edition, the langoage on pages 10— 12

' has been alighily altared by the writer of the following
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RECOMMENDATORY LETTER

FROM THE REY. THOMAS HILL.

Warraam, July 24, 1549,

Mgessas. Crospy & Nionors: —

Many thanks, my dear Sirs, for the copy of
“Toe Srazs anp THE Eantn,” a littdle book
which I had not before scem, hut with which I
have been highly delighted. It does resemble,
in the nature of its tapics, the concluding chap-
ters of my own “ Geometry and Faith,™ to
which you allude, and which is publishing by C.
3. Franeis, of New York ; but the author has
sclected quite a different example for illustration,
end developed with much mora minuteness and
fulness the leadings of this idea. I need not say
how cordially I should welcome a reprint of
“The Btars and the Earth™; if for no other
reason, for this, that it is pleasant to have fellow-
laborers in any good work.

*
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6 RECOMMENDATORY LETTER.

The idéntity of religion and philosophy, pro-
claimed by Erigena in the ninth century, is daily
becoming more evident. In ail departments of
human thought, the deepest thinkers are atriving
more earnestly after lawa; that is, afler expres-
gions of the thoughts of God, The object of
science i8 defined by one of the most distin-
guished of its students fo be, to unfold the har-
mony of creation ; that is, to unfold the wisdom
and unity of the Creator; and in proportion. to
the clearness with which the end of science 18
perceived, will higher atminments be made in it
No real advencement of any of the sciences can,
then, hencetorward be made, but by men of de-
vout and reverent spirt,. The stute of human
knowledge, proposed by Comte us the aim of
science, wheno sll facts shall be included in one
formula or law, must be accompanied by a slats
of human faith which shall see this law to be a
ﬂiﬁg]t} thﬂughtnf the wisdom of Guod, pmmp‘t.{:d
by his love and expressed by his will. To this
end all results of every sclence are leading.
Not only is * the comnection of the physical
sciences ' becoming more menifest, showing one
Mind to buve ereated beaven and earth, but the
connmection between history and geogruphy ; ge-
ology sod the life of man; logi, mathematics,




RECOMMENDATCGRY LETTER i

taate, and faith; daily revealing itself, revesls
aleo that one Mind as so mfimtely kind Father
of men.

This little book, * The Btars and the Easth,”
takea up, in its first part, the phenomenon of
light, and from it shows, with great clearnecss,
how the pest mey be actually present to God,
and become hereaftar actually present to men.
As Babbage, in his ** Ninth Bridgewater Treas
tise,” demonstrates that the shores of the ocoan
shall, through eternity, reécho the shriek of the
drowning elave, whom his Chrisiion ceptor may
have thrown overboard to hghten the ship, when
hard pressed by pursuing police-boats of the
nations, so does this unknown suthor show that
we need only be present at a sufficient distance
to have at this instant the tesomony of eyesight
1o the monstrous guoilt

In the second part, the awhor endeavors to
show the unity of the Creator, by showing the
unity of the ercation; and to show the umty of
the creation, by showing that it mey be the em-
bodiment of & single thought, and ccoupy neither
Space nor Time, — these being only modes of
human perception. In this last peint we think
he fails; but tho failure is of po consequence ;
for it is enough to have shown, that the universe
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s EECOMMENDATORY LETTER.

may be the embodiment of & single thought.
The equaetion of a geometric curve is one for-
mula, one thought, whether fulfilled by a curve
drawn in the skies or on an atom. But in his
ingenious attempts to show that Space and Time
ure capable of indefinite contraction, therefore of
annihilation, without the destruction of phenom-
ena manifested in them, he sugpests thoughts of
the relation of Space and Time to Eternity and
Omnipresence, which are surpassed only perhaps
by those suggosted in Professor Lovering's paper
in the * Cambridge Miscelluny,”

The circulation of this book would be, [ Am
convinced, of benefit bath to science and religion.
To religion, by showing, so far as it goes, that
science leads to faith. To science, by peinting
out to younger students tho true apirit in which
she should he wooed ; ebill more, by presenting
her in 2 lovely and attractive parb to the notice
of men. It is a book of sublime poetry ; and it
will be a happier day for all men, when they
have learned that, as poesy signifies creation, so
iz the creation poesy; and scicnee causes the
heart of its faithful student to sing a perpatual
hymn of praise and joy.

Yours, truly,
THOMAS HILL.




THE STARS AND THE EARTH.

It ia a well-known proposition, that a lu-
minous body ariring at a cerlain distance
from an observer cannot be perceived in
the very same instant of time in which it
becomes luminons, but that a period of
time, althongh infinitely short, existe whilst
the light, our only medium of vision, passes
through the space between the object and
our e-].rea.

The rate at which the light travels ia so
exceedingly rapid, that it certainly has
never been obeerved, nor have any attempis
to measure it been made, in the insignifieant
distances at which cbjecta nwpon the earth
are visible to ue. Bui since we see bodies at



