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INTRODUCTION.

——a g ———

HE town meeting is an outgrowth of Mew-England life.

It had its origin with the first settlers, and has been

kept up by their successors. Each town was incorporated,

and the freemen came together in public meeting to discuss

and settle guestions of general interest. They also chose

town officers, to whom was delegated the power to manage

their civil affairs. The proceedings at these mesetings furnish

the basis of our political history, and they give us the best
insight of the forces that developed local self-government.

The following records of the town of Groton are the earliest
extant, and were probably the first made of any meeting held
within its limits. They are copied from the only book of
records kept during the Indian wars, and are now printed in
accordance with a vote of the town. From the fact that the
book was for 2 while preserved rolled up, it acquired the name
of “The Indian Roll.” It appears to have been lost at one
time, but was subsequently found; and, when first seen by
Mr. Butler, according to his Histery, page 33, the wrapper
containing it bore this inscription : —

* The Indian Roll,
Found at Dea. Lawrence’s, Feb. 21, 187"

Major Samuel Lawrence was the town clerk from the year
1706 to 1798, and this book bad probably been overlooked
when the other records were turned over te his successor,
The cover has long since been lost; the leaves are loose and
much worn, and a few of them are missing. The records
extend from the year 1662 to tyo7, and contain many inter-
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esting facts in regard to the town, They include the names
of families that have been in the neighborhood through many
generations, even to the present day,

The pages of the record-book are not numbered, though
there are traces of numbering in the part containing the
Land-grants. The entries of the proceedings are made fre-
guently out of place, and sometimes the record of one meeting
is found scattered about, written on the blank spaces of several
leaves. These detached fragments may be recognized from
the date as belonging to the same meeting, and in this printed
copy such fragments have been broought together. The paging
of the early part of the rocord-book is indicated by the large
figures enclosed within brackets. This, however, has not been
desmed practicable later than Jupe, 1681, on account of the
want of chronological arrangement.

The Land-grants are given at the end of this velume, and
for the most part are arranged chronolagically ; but in some
instances they are not dated, In these cases, the name of
the town clerk who recorded them is given, with his term of
service ; and the date can be approximated near enough for
practical purposes. In printing them, the capitalization and
punctuation have been made to conform to modern usage, as
it is thought that in this way the different localities might be
more casily identified ; but the spelling remains unchanged.

The first town clerk was Richard Sawtel], an original pro-
prietor of Groton and the pessessor of a twenty-acre right.
He came from Watertown, where he was living as early as the
year 1636. He wrote a good hand for his day, and held
the office during three years. His house-lot was situated on
the west side of James's Brook, just below the monument
marking the birth-place of Colonel Prescott. He died Au-
gust 21, 1654, at Watertown, where he went, doubtless in the
spring of 1676, when Groton was burned by the Indians.
In his will, dated May 16, 1692, he mentions his wife, Eliza-
beth,—who died October 18, 1694, — and a large number of
children and prandchildren.






