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GENERAL OBSERVATIONS,

&e.

MucH as the means of adding to our

I national force have occupied the Public atten-
tion, it appears to me, that in all the publica-
tions on that intemsting subject which I have
had an opportunity to peruse, as well as in the
discussions which have taken place in Par-
liament, the peculiar situation of Great Britain
as a mation, and the habits and general cha-
racter of the great body of the people, have
not been sufficiently attended to, And yet it
would seem, that it is upon full knowledge, and
due consideration of these, that a system of
national defence, permanent in its establish-
ment and efficient in its operation, can alone

be founded.
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Circumstances having led my attention to
this subject, and having enabled me to remark
the effects produced on the minds of the peo-
ple by the different measures adopted, and the
manner in which they affected their general
habits, I venture to lay before the Public the
result of these observations. Unambitious of
literary reputation, and totally unqualified to
attain it, my only inducement is to endeavour
to direct the attention of those, whose talents
and situation enable them to influence the
councils of the nation, to some practical con-
siderations which may not have oceurred to
their minds, busied in the active bustle of
public life. A private country Gentleman,
called upon from his situation to carnry on
the detail of the measures adopted by Go-
vernment, has many opportunities of observ-
ing effects which must escape the attention of
those to whom such details arc less familiar;
and I trust that I have not gone far beyond
the sphere of such a character in any of the
following remarks, or in suggesting a plan
founded on the observations I have made. All
that I propose to attempt, is to state some
general remarks on the probable effects of any
measure which may have the increase of our
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regular army for its object, and on the prin-
ciples which I conceive should regulate any
system. for calling out the great body of the
people in defence of our country.

|

First, then, as to the Increase of our Regular
Army.

It were idle to enter into declamation res-
pecting the present state of Euorope, and the
undenied necessity of straming every nerve fo
increase the means of resisting our powerful
and implacable enemy. It were equally futile
to enter into any discussion to prove, that by
the increase of our reguler army we should.
best provide against the danger that threatens
us. Ne man of common understanding dis-
putes this. The real guestion, then, in which
we are interested, is, whether we can entertain
reasonable hopes of considerably increasing our
regular troops ? and, if not, what are the best
means of procuring a subsidiary force, to make
up, as far as possible, for the deficiency of
number in our regulars?

The peculiarity of our situation, as a nation,
cannot fail to strike the most inattentive ob-
server. Qur population is much inferior to
that of many of those nations which oo
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tuted the civilized world, several of which are
now swallowed up by one overgrown power ;
and the demands on that population are much
more extensive than in any other empire, with
whose history I am acquainted, ‘The support
of that naval superiotity, without which we
could not exist as a nation, requires a force
which alone bears no small proportion to the
whole of our numbers. We have many and
cxtensive distant colonies to protect; while,
to carry on that widely diffused commerce,
and those mumerous manufactures on which
our unequalled resources depend, a very large
proportion of our population must be con-
stantly employed, eitherin the shops of our ma-
nufacturers, or the vessels of our merchants—
linited therefore, indeed, must be the numbers
who can be set apart exclusively for the pro-
fession of arms.

But, admitting the full force of the above
observation, it may be demanded, whether, in
fact, our regular army has yet reached that
boundary which it ought not to pass? a ques-
tion which, I conceive, must be answered in -
the athrmative,

If, in the first place, we compare our popula-
tion with that of neighbouring nations, and at
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the same time compare the proportion of that
population, employed publicly and erternally,
it will appear that we have a greater propor-
tion so employed than any other State ; so far
at least as [ have been able to learn, this is the
case®.

1f, secondly, we examine into the facts which
have occurred during the last ten years, we
must, I think, be satisfied, that our population,
under existing circumstances, cannot afford a
larger draft than what has already been made
from it. It cannot be pretended, that it is

* Taking ouwr Regular Army and Militiz, mcluding the
erifing mmober of Fencibles at prosent emplayed, st the same
number a3 stated by Loard Hawkeshury in his spéech in the
House of Peers in 1801, and it I hardly to be supposed that

the numbers are smafler, viz. - - 186,733
Artillery and Engincer forces, - 11,618
Seamen and Marines, - - 126,279

Seamen employed under the Board of Customs, 59T
Do. employed and registered in teading vessels, 143,661

Total, 464,188
Supposing that the gross amount of the population of Great
Britain and Ireland s 14,000,000—489,189 is something
miore than one In 30 of this tolal population, or rather more
than one in &5 of our male population.
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only of late that the importance of increasing
our regular army, has become an object of
anxious attention to our rulers. Various are
the expedients which have been resorted to,
and various have been their effects ; but one
conclusion I conceive to be unavoidably dedu-
cible from them ail, viz. that to raise men for
the profession of arms, is in this country a mat-
ter of much difficulty. The very fact, indeed,
of the late changes in our military arrange-
ments, evinces this truth, as they were in-
troduced on the avowed principle of acting
as a stimulus on those who it was wished
should enter into that profession; and the
failure of this last expedient, as well as of the
others, must be surely looked for from some
more permanent and efficient cause, than the
mere inadequacy of the particular measure.
Were there abundance of men, ready to engage
in the military profession, it certainly would
not require such an accumulation of induce-
ments, such a variety of expedients, to pain
them to it; whiie it is perfectly plain, that if
a scarcity of this deseription of men does really
exist, these expedients and these inducements
cannot increase the number to any considerabie
degree. A review of the modes, which, at dif-



