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ESSAY.

TrER® i# no work concerning (uakerism or the Quakers,
which can fairly be considered entitled to rank as an historical
treatise. There is, therefore, no somrce from which to reeeive
immediate information as to the influence which they began to
exert from the time of their origin, nor of the influence they
have since continued to exert, upon the development of national
life in the countries they inhabit. But there is much material
for such a work, extending over the whols period of time, which
haas elapsed since the stormy epoch in which the Quakers first
came together, amid the fierce conflists of eivil war, and the
hareh uncharitableness of contending sects, down to the present
moment, when the Society of Friends receives so lnrgely the
world's respect, and holds » position in the commupity the ex-
treme opposite of that of the class of men who had been its
original foundera.

And ever & elight research among this mass of msterial is
sufficient to show, to a considerable degree of accaracy, the
character snd influence of this people.

In the outset, the searcher would probsbly be startled and
slmost shocked at the vagaries for which they were so often
responsible ; he would find constant evidence of ernde and ill-
considered thought reduced to actions full ss inconsiderate, but
his heart would warm toward this slmost fanatical sect, when he
found them nndergoing suffering and persecution, such as almost
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equalled the darkest the world hes seen, and supporting their
sufferings with a patience and unyielding endurance such as
history affords no other example of. And if, in following the
course of their snoceeding history, he would lose some of tha.s
intense admiration, which glows within every honest heart as it
becomea scquainted with the deeds of the ‘martyrs, he would
never loge that respect, the payment of which is a debt always
due to the good citizen and the devoted Christian.

Bat let this gearch be conducted in a spirit of candid inguiry,
and I believe it will satisfactorily appesr, that what i repre-
hensible or narrow-minded in Qualkerism, forms no part of its
essential character ; that these things are not the natural growth
from its foundation stock, but are excrescences which have sar-
vived the age to which they belonged, by being sdopted into the
organization of s plant of more noble origin.

Cuoarrer L

It was about the time of Henry VII, that the idea of reform
may be said to have taken life in England. The reign of that
monsrch lies as & sort of nentral ground between the domain of
the dark ages, and that pertnining to the present era of history.
The turbulent spirit of the feudal Barons had been effectually
laid to rest, and the spirit of inquiry or reform (for one implies
the other), waa beginning to ereep from cell and eloister, and to
afford occopation to the unemployed energies of the people.
Little by little this spirit develcped itself; and when Henry
VIII wished to inatitute his new eatablishmens, he found a popu-
lation not unprepared to acquiesce in this revolution ; a revolu-
tion which bears about it every mark of having been under-
taken solely for the benefit of the monarch, inspmuch as it did
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* but invest one despot with the power it had wrenched from
another ; for Henry became virtually the Pope of England,—
nay, more—he eclaimed powers which the Pope himself had
never dared to assume. According tv the tesching of Cranmer,
the King of England was the head and embodiment of the whole
Church contained within that realm. He was the sole source of
discipline,—~the sole organ of government,—that iz to ssy, he
wielded over the Church s full, nnmitigated despotism. All
the Chureh functionaries were commissioned by him, held their
offices at his plessnre, and by his death, their offices were con-
sidered vacated.*

Such & revolution can scarcely be considered a step toward
either civil or religious liberty, but yet it had this advantageous
effect,—that it accustomed the public mind to contemplate with~
out flinching the greatest chsnges of state policy, and what
waa of muoch more importanee, it brought the centre of Church
gove-rnment home to the doora of the people, enabling them to
observe more closely the administration of that government,
and giving them a greater interest in rectifying the abuses of
which they might then find it guilty. And thus the new spirit
of liberal thought received an allimportant impulse from the
hands of one of the most despotic of monarchs.

Bat the power which Cranmer had consented to place in the
hands of the King, wes not euch aa the clergy of & rich and
powerful Church would leng be willing to submit to. And ae-
cordingly, wo find that during the reign of Elizabeth and James,
the elergy had discovered s new dignity in their office. Through-
out all those rapid chenges in the professed religion of the state,
which oceurred during the reigns of Henry, Edward, and Mary,
there ware still found prelates who conld follow &s rapidly as the
Crown might choose to lead ; and to the vacillsting character of

* Hallam, Vol. T, p 186,



