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CHAPTER L

THE SUMMONS.

Winey Charles Fairfield came into the
wainscoted dining-room a few minutes later
it looked very cosy. The sun had broken the
pile of western clouds, and sent low and level
a red light flecked with trembling leaves on
the dark pancls that faced the windows.

Outside in that farewell glory of the day
the cawing crows were heard returning to
the sombre woods of Carwell, and the small
birds whistled and warbled pleasantly in the
clear air, and chatty sparrows in the ivy

round gossiped and flutteved merrily before
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the little community beteok themselves to
their leafy nooks and couched their busy
little heads for the might under their brown
wings.

Ile looked tlwough the window towards
the gloriously-stained sky and darkening
trees, and he thought,—

“ A follow like me, who has seen out Lis
foolish days and got to value better things,
who likes a preity view, and a cigar, and a
stroll by a trout-brook, and a song now and
then, and a book, and a friendly guest, and
a quict glass of wine, and who has a creature
lilke Alice to love and be loved by, might be
devilish happy in this queer lonely corner, if |
ouly the load were off his hieart.”

He sighed ; Dbut sometling of that load
was for the moment removed ; and as pretty
Alice came in ab the open door, he went to
meet her, and drew her fendly 1o his heart.

“We must be very happy this evening,
Alice.  Somchow I feel that cverything will
o well with ns yet. IF just a fow little.



