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*
CHAPTER 1.
MASTER THOMAS BECOMES A GOATHERD.
1 came into this world on the Shrove- of the
year 1499, just as they were comin for

mass. From this circumstanee, my friends derived
the confldent hope that I should become & priest, for
at that time that sort of superstition was still every
where prevalent. I had one sister, named Christing;
ahaulnnamwithm;motberwhmlmhnm,ud
she afterwards told it me. My father's name was
Anthony Platter, of the old family of Platter, who
have their name from a house which stands on a broad
plat (Platte). This plat is & rock on & hi%]i;

some grey before he died. T]]e_rmlhdhlmuldﬂm
Bummermatter. The house in which I was born is
near the vi of Grenchen, and is called Am Gra-

me herself, there-

ben. My mother could not nurse
m *



MARTER THOMABE RECOMESR

;]
muﬂhum,uiathamminthutmmtg:hmthq
wean & child : beeause they give the children nothing
to eat, but only milk to k, till they are four or
five old. My father died when I was so
that I do not remember ever to have seen him. It
is usual in that eountry for almost all women to be
able to weave and sew, Before the winter, almost all
the men go into the territory of Berne to buy wool
this the women spin, and make rustic cloth of it for
coats and trowsers for the ta. 2o also my
father was in the district of in the territory of
Bem,bl:singwml. There he was attacked by the
died, and was buried at Stiffisburg, & wil-
neer Thun. Boon after, my mother married &
man of the name of Heintzmann, who lived in & house
between Btalden and Visp, that was called Am Grunde.
mﬂin;wm mmmﬁumhw:l&nnt
OW MADY re were. my
sisters, 1 knew only two;—one, whose name was
Elizabeth, died in Entlibuch, where she was married;
—;hﬁmmnufthﬂﬂthumﬂﬂl;fuﬁnl,mdlhedied
above Stalden, at n, of plague, with eight
of her i'milu.rg:)fmy brothers, T lmewtﬁrﬁ:
the first was called Bimeon, the other Hans, the third
Theodore. Bimeon and Hans fell in battle. Theo-
dore died at Oberhofen, on the lake of Thun: for the
ummhldrﬁmdmyﬁthg?];uth.t my brothers
were obliged to go to service ost &3 s0Om BS
mulddnmyngi:ug;mdnlmthuynun;g
some of my aunts, my father's sisters, had me with
them for a while, I can still well remember that I
was with one whose pame was Margaret. She car-
ried me to & house that was called ** In der Wilde,"
near Grenchen. One of my sunts was there also:



