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THE HERPETOLOGY OF CUBA.

INTROLUCTION.

No previous attempt has been made to produce a complete iist of the
amphibians and reptiles of Cuba with deseriptions of the species. It should be
expressly understood that the senior author is responsible for the aciual writ-
ing of this paper, for the nomenclature, and taxonomic descriptions, and the
junior author has contributed many details of distribution and notes upon
habits and habitats; his work has been chiefly in the Guantanamoe Basin, and
of this region he has the intimste knowledge which only long residence ean give.
The senior suthor besides having been privileged to colleet with his associate
upon Monte Libano, and elsewhere about (GGuantaname, has ‘visited various
chosen localities in all of the other provinces, usually several times. Thus one
or other of the writers has himself collected, with & few exeeptions, every defi- -
nitely known Cuban reptile or amphibian, :

In 1880 Gundlach published his classic Erpetologia Cubana in Havana and
in the natural course of events many changes have taken place since that time
which have affected the nomenclature and status of the species treated, while
new forms have been discovered.

SYNOPSIS OF THE SPECIES.

GunpLacH in 1880 recognized fifty-four species of reptiles (aside from
marine tortoises) and twelve spacies of amphibians. In 1914, only sixty-three
species altogether were recognized (Barbour, Reptiles and Amphibians of the
West Indies, Mem. M. C..Z., 44), many of Gundlach's names being reduced to
the synonymy, or otherwise disposed of, and but comparatively few new species
deseribed. The following comparative table shows the present status of the
species mentioned in Gundlach’s Erpetologia Cubana, (Habena 1880, p. 1-99),
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Name in Gundlach?
Emys rugosa
Crocodilus rhombifer

BIericanus.
Ameiva aaberi x
Leiocephalus carinatus
vittatus
macropus
raviceps
Cyclura carinata
Anolis equestris
fernandinae

porcus
vermiculatus
carolinensis

Tucius
argenteolus
angusticeps
isolepis
ophislepis
cyanopleurus
alutacens
spectrum
loysiana
argillaceus
Platydactylus cubanus
Hemidactylus mabuia inéroduced
Sphaeriodactylus sputator
singreus
argus
notatus
{antasticus
Gymnodactylus albogularis
Cricosaura typica
Diplogossus sagrae
Amphisbaena punctata
. cubana
Typhlops lumbricalis
Ungalia melanura
maculata
semic

Epicrates angulifer

Urotheca dumerilii undoubiedly not Cruban

Cryptedacus vittatus
Arrhyton taeniatum
falvum

! Listed in Gundlach’s saquence.

Namae in presend use?
Pseudemys palustris
Crocodyhs rhombifer

acutus

Leiocephahus macleayi

Cyclura cyclura

Chamseleolis chamaeleontides
chamaeleontides
Deiroptyx vermiculatus
Anclis porcatus
sagrei

Naorops ophiclepis

Tarentols cubana
Hemidactylus mabaouia
Sphaerodactylus torred
cinereus
cinereus
hotatus
scaber
Gonatodes fuscus
Cricolepis typica
Celestus de ls sagrae
Cadea blancides

Trophidophis melanurus
‘maculatus
semicinetus

Arthyton vittatum

Arrhyton teeniatum

" An omimion indicates no change from Guodiach’s nams.
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Colorhagia redimita Arrhyton redimitum
Dromicus angulifer Alsophis angulifer
adspersus angulifer
fugitivas Leimadaphis andreae
temporalis undoubledly not Cuban  Urotheca lateristriga
Tretanorhinus variabilis
Tropidonotus cubanus Natrix compressicauda
snoscopus ?Natrix rhombifer, or perhaps an African
species.
Peltaphryne peltacephalus Bufo peltacephalus
empusa empusus
Phyllobates bicolor probably Merican
Timbatus
Trachycephalus marmoratus Hjyls septentrionalis
insulsus septentrionalis
‘wrightii septentrionalis
Hylodes dimidiatus Eleutherodnctylas dimidiatus
suriculatus auriculatus
ricordii rigordii
variang varians
cuneatus cunestus

SPECIES ERRONEOUSLY RECORDED.

Many species either through a misplaced Iabel, in the museum or in the
field, have been recorded from loealities which know them not. Errors arise
also from mistaking a species which haz been accidentally or purposely
introduced for a native form. Cf. Gundlach’s acconnt of Hemidaciylus mabouin
(Erp. Cub., 1880, p. 55).

1. CATMAN pcLEROPE (Schneider).

While t!mz alligator is really South American, it has been recorded from
Cuba by Gray (Ann. mag. nat. hist., 1840, 5, p. 114).

2. TEsTUDO DENTICULATA Linnd.

‘This species, usually known by the name of Testudo labulata Walbaum, has
been often carried about alive and hence has been recorded from many of the
Antilles, from Cuba and Porte Rico among others. It is confined to the South



