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B3 T was the author's intention to permit the pages
Gt which follow to make their own way, without
any word whatever of preface orintroduction. Second
thoughts, however, have prompted him to prefix a few
words to the tnfling contribution to the poetry of the
day which follows.

The first piece of the series, * Hedtha and Melech.”
as will readily be perceived, is allegorical ; nor need
the circumstances which suggested the allegory be
dwelt on, or perhaps; indeed, even menbioned. The
events of the past year are of too recent, as well as
many respects too awakeming a character, as regards
[reland and her Church, to allow them to slumber in
the recollection of many. The poem in question was
written partly as an alleviation of not a few cares and
trials, accompanying the cvents referred to, and partly
to give expression to some of the feelings and impres
sions thus left on the mind of the writer, Friends te
whom it was shown, whether wisely or not remains to
be proved, advised its publication. Being m itself too
brief for separately appearing in print, the rest were
added, in order that a volume of presentable size might
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PREFACE, v,

bie produced. These latter were, for the greater part,
occupants of the wrter's desk; where they had lam,
same of them for years; a few had already been
printed among the cphemeral productions of the
tume.  On - reviewing these, the writer felt that some
triends might wish to sce them in print, when, per-
haps, he himsclf ceased to oeccupy his plice among
them, and that others might find in them some solace
amidst care, or relief from anxiety ; and so they have
been given to the Press,

Should any of the numerous and respectable bady
of Reviewers think his work not beneath their notice,
the writer would venture one word, in the way of dis-
arming the keenness of criticism, respecting the prin-
cipal poem. It will, doubtless, occur to many who
reac the story of “Hedtha and Melech,” that some
of s leading ideas are borrowed from the legendary
lore of Ircland, and found embodied in the lyrics of
her National Bard, This is at once admitted, The
writer would only adi, that in some of the mstances
wherein resemblance, if not, indeed, identity, may be
tiscovered, the images, as far as he can traee their
connexion, rose almast spontaneously in his own
mind, their arigin being, no doubt, due to early and
almost forgotten associations.

Lelfant, Octider, 1870,
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