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CHAPTER XI

*THE CLAVERINGS, THE ‘PALL MALL GAZETTE,
* NINA BALATEA,” AND ‘LINDA TRESSEL.

The Claverings, which came out in 1866
and 1867, was the last novel which I wrote
for the Cornkill; and it was for this that I
received the highest rate of pay that was ever
accorded to me. It was the same length as
Framley Parsonage, and the price was £2800.
Whether much or little, it was offered by the
proprietor of the magazine, and was paid in
a single cheque.

In the Claverings 1 did not follow the
habit which had now become very common
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2 "THE CLAVERINGS.'

to me, of introducing personages whose names
are already known to the readers of novels,
and whose characters were familiar to myself.
If I remember rightly, no one appears here
who had appeared before or who has been
allowed to appear since. I consider the story
as a whole to be good, though I am not aware
that the public has ever corroborated that
verdict. The chief character is that of a young
woman who has married manifestly for money
and rank, —so manifestly that she does not
herself pretend, even while she is making the
marriage, that she has any other reason.
The man is old, disreputable, and a worn-
out debauchee. Then comes the punishment
natural to the offence. When she is free,
the man whom she had loved, and who had
loved her, is engaged to another woman, He
vacillates and is weak,—in which weakness is
the fault of the book, as he plays the part of
hero. But she is strong—strong in her pur-
pose, strong in her desires, and strong in her
consciousness that the punishment which comes
upon her has been deserved.

But the chief merit of 7e Claverings is in
the genuine fun of some of the scenes. Hum-
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‘THE CLAVERINGS. 3

our has not been my forte, but [ am inclined
to think that the characters of Captain Boodle,
Archie Clavering, and Sophie Gordeloup are
humorous. Count Pateroff, the brother of
Sophie, is also good, and disposes of the
young hero's interference in a somewhat mas-
terly manner. In Zhe Claverings, too, there
is a wife whose husband is a brute to her, who
loses an only child-—his heir—and who is
rebuked by her lord because the boy dies.
Her sorrow is, I think, pathetic. From be-
ginning to end the story is well told. But I
doubt now whether any one reads Zhe Clavesr-
ings. When I remember how many novels I
have written, | have no right to expect that
above a few of them shall endure even to the
second year beyond publication. This story
closed my connection with the Cornkill Maga-
zime ;— but not with its owner, Mr George
Smith, who subsequently brought out a further
novel of mine in a separate form, and who
about this time established the Pal/ Mali
Gazette, to which paper I was for some
years a contributor.

It was in 1865 that the Pall Mail Gazette
was commenced, the name having been taken



4 THE ‘PALL MALL GAZETTE.

from a fictitious periodical, which was the
offspring of Thackeray's brain, It was set on
foot by the unassisted energy and resources
of George Smith, who had succeeded by
means of his magazine and his publishing
connection in getting around him a society of
literary men who sufficed, as far as literary
ability went, to float the paper at once under
favourable auspices. His two strongest staffs
probably were * JacobOmnium,” whom I regard
as the most forcible newspaper writer of my

days, and Fitz-James Stephen, the most con--

scientious and industrious. To them the Pa//
Mall Gazette owed very much of its early suc-
cess,—and to the untiring energy and general
ability of its proprietor. Among its other con-
tributors were George Lewes, Hannay, —who,
I think, came up from Edinburgh for employ-
ment on its columns,—Lord Houghton, Lord
Strangford, Charles Merivale, Greenwood the
present editor, Greg, myself, and very many
others ;—so many others, that I have met at a
Pall Mall dinner a crowd of guests who would
have filled the House of Commons more re-
spectably than I have seen it filled even on im-
portant occasions. There are many who now



