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FREFACE.

Ir was a maxim taught by all the ringleaders of
the Reformation, and is current among their fol-
lowers to this very day, That the writien word of
God, as it iz u Mﬁympwm&"md
Judyment, ii the whole rule of faitk : that all thin
necessary to palvation are therein clearly contained :
and that nothing ia to be believed with divine faith,
but what may be from thence cleardy proved: that
every one haa a right, which no authority on earth
esn deprive himl;%‘t-u read and interpret Scripture
for himaelf; that so every Protestant having thus
learnt his religion from the Bible, his faith may
not be built on the authority of men, but upon the
pure word of God,

‘When Catholics objected against these maxims,
that there can be no security for private persoms,
that their interpretation of Scripture will be alwaya
true ; and yet unless the Scriplures are taken in
their true mmm;niﬂay can neither be the whols
rule of faith, ori any rule at all; that nothing
is more apt to lead into the strongest de-
lusions than inspired writings, when the sense of
wemﬁdmi%ﬁrﬁdgeymﬂ they are read and Ex-
pounded without of seienee ; comsequently,
that the foregoing maxims of the reform were much
more likely to open a door to all kinds of errors
and heresies, than to lead any one to the discovery
of the true religion. The ringleaders . of the re-
form replied :



