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REPORT.

A course of studics s intended ns 4 guide in determining (=)
the subjects of insiruction that ghall be pursued, (4) the time —
both relative and absolute — which shall be given to the varions
gubjects, (¢) the order in which the subjecta and parts of sub-
jects shall be presented and reviewed and (d) the distribution
of subjects that shall e mude in the program in respect both to
a proper correlation of studics and to tho tenching foree of the
gchool,

The questions here involved mmest be determined by consider-
ations which relate to the child’s nature and capacity, and by
the ends which sre sought to be secured in education. Itis
fuir to presume that these considerstions bhuve been the guide
of persons in making the courses of studies now in use, and
any intelligent presentation of n new course or revigion of an
old one shonld be governed, in some degree at least, by the
opinions of wise edneslors everywhere, 88 embodied in the
courses of studies which they have made. With this thought
in mind 1 caused to be sent to varions places in this country
blanks calling for the following facts in relation to the courses
and programa now in netusl operation ; —

1. The age at which childron are permitted to hegin the
prescribed course and the length of the course.

2, The number of exercisea or recitations in each pubject
and grade and the average length of recitation,

3. Facts in relation to clective studies, including (a) the
names of studies that are elective, (4) the grades in which they
are pursued, (¢) the proportion of the whole number of schools
in which some of the studies are elective and (d) a statement
of results observed.

4. Facts in relation to departmental instruction, including
() the proportion of teachers {except teachers of music, draw-
ing and manual training) that teach one or more subjecta in tweo



4

or more rooms, and (4) details of plans pursued and resulia
obeerved.

5. Faets in relation to the correlation of studies, including
(@) the names of subjects that are grouped in the course and
the groupings that are made, (b)) the proportion of tesshers
that follow a systematic plan of correlation, and (¢) methods
puraned, with gome statoment of resnits observed.

Blanks ealling for this information were aent to all cities in
the country having more than one hundred thousand inhabitants,
to the practice departments of twenty typical normal schools
gitaated in various parts of the country and to the cities and
larger towna of Massachusetfa. Replies, complete or partial,
from the following places bave been received : —

Cifies oritide of Massackuselis.

Allegheny, Pe. Indiznapolis, Ind. Providence, B. L
Brooklyn, M. Y. Louleville, Ky. 8t Louis, Mo,
Clncnnati, . New Orleans, La. St. Panl, Minn.
Clevelend, O. Omaha, Nohb.
Denver, Col. Philadelphia, Pa,

Norenal Jehools (Fractise Departrients),
Bridgewster, Mass. New Britain, Conn, Trenton, N. J.
Calitornia, Pa, New York Teachers’ Col- Warrensburg, Mo.
Cedar Falle, Iowa. lege. Weatfleld, Maga.
Chicago, . (Cook Co).  Oghkosh, Wis. Winons, Mina.
Emporia, Kan, Oewego, N, T,
Framiongham, Mass, Terre ITauta, Ind.

ities end Toons fne Massaciuselis,

Amhearat, Flichburg. Northampton,
Atbol. Gandner. North Attleborough
Beolmont. Gloucester. Pittafield.
Boston. Greenflald. Quiney.
Braintres, Haverhill, Samerville.
Brockton. TLawrence. Springfield.
Brookline. Laowell, Stongham.
Cambridge. TLyon. Teunton.
Canton. - Malden. Walpole.
Chelasa. Marlborough. Waeltham.
Chicopee. . Medford. Watertown.
Clinton. Middleborough. Welleslay.
Concord. Milton, Weymonth.
Dedhsm. Neow Bedford. Winchester.
Everelt. : Newbaryport. Woburz.

Fall River. North Adaras, Woreester.



5

In the responses to the circulars of inguiry, one significant
fact was brought out, namely, the transient or unsatisfactory
character of present courses in the estimation of many superin-
tendenta and teachers. Several State and city superintendents
gave as a reason for not filling out the blanks relating to time
schedules that they were about making out new courses and,
thetefore, preferred not to submit a report. The extent to
which s revision of the course Is going on indicates a wide-
gpread diseatisfaction in the vourses in genersl use, both in
respect to subjects of instruction and to tima allotmenta, This
fact alone would seem to justify an atftempt to investigate pres-
ent conditions, and to ascertain the opinions of advanced edu-
cators as to cerfain changes which have been proposed.

The foliowing facts are collected from the replies received
and from the courses of study aecompanying them, Reference
alzo is made to the courses of atudy, either suggested or pre-
seribed, issued by State superintendents, to the teports of
the Committee of Ten and of the Committce of Fifteen and to
the courses of study preactibed in foreipn countries.

AGE oF ApMIESION AND LEXeTH OF CoOURSE.

The earliest age at which children are permitted to attend
sohool in most of the western and centrs] Stules is six years,
In most cities and towns of Mussachneetts and in some other
eaatern States it is five years. In most places where the earli-
est age of admission is six years, the length of the elementary
course is eight years, and where the earliest age is five years,
the vourse is generally nine years in length. Exceptions to
this are found in geveral rities of New England whose element-
ary course is eight years in length for pupils who are permitted
to enter school at five years of age, It should be eaid that in
all places where the earliest permitted age of admission s five
years, the actual average age of the admission of pupils inte
the lowest grade is much higher. For example, Somerville
reports the average age of admission of pupils into the lowest
grade for the past three years to be five years, seven and one
half months. It is believed that this iz a fair average of the
age of pupils admitted to the first grade in most cities which
permit children to attend school at five.
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In the public elementary scheols of England children may
begin at three years of age and must begin at five, remaining
in the infants’ school until the age of seven. The length of the
subsequent course 14 seven years.

In France and Germany the earliest age ef admission to the
primary school is six years, and the length of the elementary
course is from aix to eight years. In Franee, however, nearly
half of all the children from two to six yeara of age are enrolled
in the mother schools (deoles mafernefles) or lower primary
clusses (elasses enfuniines). Many cities of Germany and of
this country also provide for children under the age of six in
the publie kindergarten.

It is posaible that the differencea in thig ecuntry in the earliest
age of admission to the elementary schools and in the length of
the course of such schools will disappesr when the kindergarten
becomen universally s part of the public school system. It
may be fairly questioned, however, In any event, whether muceh
of the formal intellectunl work mow carricd on in many firet
year primary elasses should be demanded of children before the
age of six, If, where children are permitted to enter school at
five, & sub-primsry course conld be pursued, consisting largely
of manual and chservational! work, advancement in subsequent
work regaired would be likely to he guoite 24 rapid as it iz at
prescat where pupils are required to read and write moch dur-
ing the first year. TIn case there is a kindergarten course which
children can begin at three or four years of age, the work of
this sub-primary class could be supplementary to the work of
tho kindergarten and preparatery for the more formal work
of the primary achool. Aecording to many of our best kinder-
gartners and primazy school teachers this connection between
the twe schools is very much to be desired. Further details
of this plan will be given later in thia report.

SunIECTE OF INSTRUCTION.

The following table shows what subjects are tanght in the
vaerious grades of schools in 60 of the cities and towns reporting.
On nccount of incompleteness in the time schedules reported
the other 16 places above named are not included. In & com-
parigon of the figures it should be horpe in mind thet in 44

S —
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of the places there are nine grades in the course, and that in
the other 18 places there are only eight grades,

TasLe 1. — Showing the Number of Cities und Towns (out of 60
Places reporting) in which the Various Subjects are taught and in
what Grades the Subjects are tought.

{Grade # In 44 places.]
T — mlafa ur;:ia;ﬁ::hiﬂ::teaar;:ll‘{}f;-dn “;-‘ ‘:-d.e ﬂﬁn
I

Beading, W g e 6| B0| 60| 60 B0 &0, 80| 0| 43
Wiiting, . .« . . . .| SF| 60| 80| 60| 60 B9 B6| &2 ) 88
Spelling (lsts), . . . ss | 40| b63| 68| 88| S| B2 | 54| 28
Language and eompoaiunn. . 61| 57| 60| 60| B6| 55| 51| 47 41
Grammar, S g 4 - - - 2 4 13| B4 6L | 40
Latn, . : L S Lt
French or Gﬁrman, . . - l = =] =] 1| 1| 8} 8] %
Arithmetts, : .| ea, me| 60| eo| 0| @ w0l 67| m
Algebra, . . s w - . - = = =| =| ® | =
Goometry, WOiET i - | - - 2 4 [ 8 | & 8
History and biography, 5 91 12| s | 22| W | 32| 47 A7 | 39
Grography,®* . . . . B W 23| 58| 40| 4F| 41| 39| 24
Elemeuntary sclencs or natura mdy, p0| 51| B2 m2| 42| 81| 60| 4| ar
Bioglng, « . S| OT| BB bR BB SR 38| 0G| BB 42
Drawing, ] .| BR| bB| DA | BB | G2 &9 69| BB 43
Manual tratnlng or moklng, ool o7l 8| B w| 13| 14| B| 13 : 58

* Woriy.one pleoes reportiag, yweoty-olog of tham havibg nine grades,

From the above table it sppears that the three R's atill hold
the most prominent place in all the grades. Singing and draw-
ing are taught in nearly every grade of all schools reported,
while spelling and langnaze bave almost as good a showing.
Geography and history are almost universally tanght in the
upper grades, and their eloments are not neglected in a large
proportion of the Jower grades. If the supplementary reading
in thege subjects had heen counted thera would doubtlesa have
been a better showing in all the lower grades.

The most surprising figures are those given in connection
with elementary science or naturg study. That more than five
gixths of all the grades below the aighth and a scarcely less pro-
portion in the eighth and ninth grades are receiving instruction



