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ADVERTISEMENT.

Trese Ovriines are an abstract from & portion
of the Course of Lectures delivered in the Cluss of
the English Langnage in Queen’s College, Belfast,
which is attended by undergraduates of the first
year; but the work has been drawan up with the
design of presenting s connected though suesinet
view of the essentials of ite snbject, and 8o as to be
sdapted for the general reader as well as for being
used as & Text-book in any place of education in
which English Philology is one of the depertments
of study. -

To the series of propositions printed in a larger
type, which embody the leading facts constituting
the History of the Langunge, and which perhaps
might be advantageously committed to memory by
young persons, have been subjoined the more im-
portant of those minor and subsidiary particulars
brought forward in the Lootures of which I had
been necustomed to direct that notes should be taken.



iv ADVERTIREMENT,

In this way the student or reader is put in posses-
sion of all the information necessary for the com-
plete understanding of the general statements, and
for following the survey of the subject so far as they
earry it

Compendious, too, and elementary as the bock is,
it is constructed in part with a view to its serving
as &n introduction both to English History and to so
much of the great modern science of Ethnology as
depends upon the descent and relationship of lan-
guages,

In this new Edition the work hes again heen
carefully revised throughout, and, although not much
has been altered, a fow slight additions have been in-
troduced here and there. The customary terms Swron
and Angl-Sazon have now been everywhere dis-
carded, as not only unauthorised by the facts of the
case, but self-contradictory and eminently misleading.
chepmp]ﬂm&mmanﬂthﬂ language Sazon,
before the Norman Conquest, nothing in that cates-
trophe could possibly have converted sither the one or
the other into English. But, in truth, they have
been always English ;—which is, and can be, the only
reason why they are English now.

Jomuary, 1664
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