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Arvede,

PREFACE.

The purpose of this treatise is to describe and
explain to English-speaking readers the essentials of
what is possibly the most complicated boundary
question in Hispanic-America today. In compos-
ing the work the basic idea has been, not to insert
a series of translations of documents accompanied
by a slender thread of exposition—which would
have meant mainly a compilation—but to indicate,
in a form that while brief will be clear of compre-
hension, the nature, origin and development of the
matter. Although in the concluding chapters an ef-
fort is made to estimate the issues involved, the
primary object remains that of a historical, rather
than that of a legal and diplomatic, presentation of
the subject.

About the dispute there has been practically
nothing written in English. The works in Spanish
as a rule have been legal, technical and controversial
in character. From them, and from documentary
material available the problem has been a difficult
one of selecting what may serve the purpose of a
historical mode of treatment. I have endeavored,
accordingly, to sketch the historical background,
describe the region contended for, indicate the origin
and development of the actual dispute, and present
the arguments made by the respective parties.
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4 FREFACE

In this connection, | wish to record my indebted-
ness to Professor William R. Shepherd for his valu-
able guidance and suggestions and for his uatiring
patience and encouragement—a recognition that no
matter how explicit I might make it, will not fully
express my gratitude and appreciation.

Pastoriza Flores.
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