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2 SEETCHES OF THE MISSIONS.

lo be in Turkey. They sre & noble ruce, and have been
called * the Anglo-Saxons of the East,” They are the
active and enterprising class. Shrewd, industrious, and
persevering, they are the bankers of Constantinople, the
urtisans of Turkey, aud the merchants of Western snd
Central Asia. The natiou received Christianity in the
fourth century, and had a translation of the Seriptures
made in the year 477 A. D., which is atill extant and pro-
foundly venerated, though now locked up, with many other
religious workes of theirs, in & dead language.

The Armenian church is & body as marked as the Ro-
man Catholie or Greek church, strongly resembling them
in deaduess and formalism. Tis head is thé Catholicos,
It holds to transubstantiation, invokes the saints, enforces

feasion and p hes baptismal '
priestly abaolution, and the merit of good works, observes
fourteen great feaat days, one hundred and sixty-five fast
days, and minor feasts more wnmerous than the days of
the year, Tt hus nine grades of cleruy, sume of whom
are obliged to be once married, and performs all church
services in the ancient Armenian, not one word of which
iz understood by the people. For purposes of persecu-
tion, as well us government, the Tatriarch had, ustil re-
eently, almost despotic power. But there are hopeful
featores even about this fossilized church, It openly ad
bered to the Cliristisy uame snd professivn uoder centu-
ries of § ion and eppressi It regards the Word
of God with almost unexampled reverence, so that when
the Armenian is onee convinecd that any proposition is
contained in the book he has learned to kiss at the altar,
that is to him an end of all controversy. Another hope-
ful ek , directly 1 with this, is that the
errors of doctrine and practice with which the church is
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light, unable to grasp the great aud simple doetrine of
salvation by grace alone. At leugth a hostile report turned
their attention to the missionaries, aud to them they weut,
Brst Holiaones, aud afterwards both together, saying,
“We are in & miserable eondition, and we ueed your
belp. We are in the five; put forth your hands and pull
us out.” They soon found peace in bolivving, sl bes
came active laborers for the truth, From that point
there appeared tokens of the constawt presence of the
Holy Spirit among the people. Opposition was speedily
aroused, the school broken up, and for & time the press
was stopped at Smyroa. But the good work went oo,
The number of attendants at Mr, Goodell's weekly meets
ing, and of visitors at the houses of the missionaries,
steadily inerensed, and their errand was to talk of the
way of salvation. The Bible was eagerly sought for,
and the disposition to talk on religivus subjects spread
through the city, the suburbs, aud the villages on the
Bosphorus. In every cirle there were found defend.
ers of the truth, and oceasionally a sineere Leliover.
Aun influence was abrond which Mr. Goodell charater-
#ed 8z & *eiwple aod entive yiclding of the heart and
life to the sole direction of Gud's Werd aud Spirit.”
Evaugelical sermons began to be heard from the prieats.

The missicoary force was increwsed. A high school
was opeved at Pora, and stations oecupied at Broosa aud
Trebizowd. A school for girls — & vovel thing in Turkey
— was opeoed at Smyrus. The missionaries stowdily
pursued the poliey of disseminating the truth, withow
making attacks gpon the Armenian chureh. Siill, op-
position was more and nore groused, but was either
frustrated or overruled to the fuitherases of the wmission,
Then the wealthy baokers of Ci inople d ined







