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ADDRESS.

The author, requested by the Board of Trustees to prepare a copy
of his insugursl address for publication, has given the substance,
and in many places his words, as originally delivered, so far as he
remembered them ; but, some of his friends in the Board, having
advised him not to restrict himself in the written address to the
limita necessary for one that is spoken, he hes availed himself of this
liberty, in writing on topics so various snd comprehensive, na those
thet legitimately belong to the branches sssigned to him in this
institation. The extent of this paper will sufficiently indicate this,

GexTreMex oF THE Boarp or TrustEes:

We are again assembled to do honor to the
canse of knowledge—to that sacred cause of learn-
ing, inquiry and rearing to learn and to inquire; of
truth, culture, wisdom, of humanity. Whenever men
are met together to reverence a great cause or to do
homage to noble names, it is & solemn hour, and youn
have assigned a part in this solemnity to me. I
stand here at your behest. No one of you expects
that I should land the sciences which form my par-
ticular pursuit, above all others. Every earnest schol-
ar, every faithful student of any branch, is a catholic
lover of all knowledge. I would rather endeavor,
had I sofficient skill, to raise before you a triumphal
arch in honor of the sciences which you have con-
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fided to my teaching, with some basreliefs and some
entablatures, commemorating victories achieved by
them in the field of common progress; taking heed
however that I do not fall into the error of attempt-
ing to prove “to the Spartans that Hercules was a
strong man.”

- Befove I proceed to de the. honorable duty of this
evening, I ask your leave to express on this, the first
opportunity. which has offered itself, my acknowledg-
ment for the suffrages which have placed me in the
chair I now occupy. You have established a profes-
sorship of political seience in the most populous and
most active city in the widest commonwealth of
an intensely political character; and this chair you
have unanimonsly given to me. I thank you for
your confidence.

Sincere, however, as thess acknowledgments are,
warmer thanks are due to you, and not only my own,
but I believe I am not trespassing when I venture to
offer them in the name of this' assemblage, for the
enlargement of our studies. . You have engrafted a
higher and a wider course of studies en your ancient
institation which in due time may expand into a real,
a national nniversity, a university of large found-
ation and of highest scope, as. your means may
incresse and the pahblic may support your endeavors.
8o be it.
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We stand in need of a national university, the
highest apparatus of the highest modern civilization.
‘We stand in need of it, not only that we may appear
clad with equal dignity among the sister nations of
our race, but on many grounds peculiar to onrselves.
A national university in our land seems to have be-
come one of those topics on which the public mind
comes almost instinetively to a conclusion, and whose
reality is not -unfrequently preceded by prophetic
rumor. They are whispered about ; their want is
felt by all; it is openly prononnced” by many until
wisdom and firmness gather the means and resolutely
provide for the general necessity, There is at pres-
ent an active movement of university reform prevail-
ing in most countries of Europe; others have insti-
tutions of such completencss as was never kmown
before, and we, one of the four leading nations, ought
not to be without onr own, o university, not national,
because established by our natiopal government ;
that could not well be, and if it were, surely would
not be well ;' but I mean national in its spirit, in ita
work and effect, in its libersl appointments and its
comprehensive basis, I speak fervently ; I hope, I
speak knowingly ; 1 epeak as & scholar, as an Ameri-
can citizen; as a man of the nineteenth century in
which the stream of knowledge and of education
courses deep and wide. ‘I have perhaps a special
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right to urge this subject, for I am & native of that
city which is graced with the amplest and the highest
university existing. I know, not only what that
great institution does, but also what it has effected in
times of anxious need, "When Prussia was humbled,
crippled, and impoverished beyond the conception of
those that have never seen with their bodily eyes
universal destitution and national ruin, there were
men left that did not despair, like the foundation
walls of a burnt house. They resolved to prepare
even in those evil days, even in presence of the vie-
torions hosts, which spread over the land like an
inundsation in which the ramified system of police
drew the narrow-meghed seine for large and small
victims—even then to prepare for a time of resusei-
tation. The army, the taxes, the relation of the peas-
ant to the landholder, the city government and the
communal government—all branches of the adminis-
tration were reformed, and, as a measure of the
highest statesmanship, the moral and intellectual ele-
vation of the whole nation was decided npon. Those
men that reformed every branch of government reso-
lutely invigorated the mind of the entire realm by
thorough eduneation, by an all- ing common
school system, which ecarries the spelling-boock and
thé multiplication table to every hut, by high schools
of a learned and of a polytechnical character, and by
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universities of the loftiest aim. The universities, atill
remaining in the reduced kingdom were reformed,
and & national university was planned, to concentrate
the intellectual rays and to send back the intensified
light over the land. It was then that men like Stein,
one of the greatest statesmen Europe has produced,
and the scholarstatesman William Humboldt—his
brother Alexander went to our Andes—and Niebuhr,
the bank officer and historian, and Schleiermacher,
the theologian and translator of Plato, and Wolf, the
enlarger of philology and editor of Homer, with
Buttman the grammarian, and Savigny, the greatest
civilian of the age, and Fichte and Steffens the philos-
ophers, these and many more less known to you, but
not lesa active, established the national university in
the largest city of Prussia for the avowed purpose of
quickening and raising German nationality. A1l his-
torians a8 well as all observing e%emporariﬁ are
agreed that she performed her part well In leas
than seven years that maimed kingdom rose and be-
came on a sudden one of the leading powers in the
greatest military struggle on record, calling for un-
heard of national efforts, and that great system of
education, which rests like a high and long arch on
the two buttresses, the common school and the uni-
versity, served well and proved efficient in the hour
of the highest national need ; and, let me add, at that



