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PREFACE.

To the citizens of the United States the following History of
Immigration is respectfully submitted, in the belief that it will
prove to them an acceptable offering, since, by the aid of the facts
contained therein, they may aceurntely determine the elemoents
which have contributed to the uncxampled growth of the American
Republic.

As to the guestion of the good or bad effect resulting to this
country from immigration, the author earnestly disclaims the desire
to promulgate any opinion which lie may entertain ; he has, in the
compilation of this history, embodied faets onfy : and, he leaves it
to the enlightencd understanding of the people of the United States
to arrive at just conclusions from the promises therein presented.

The Statements contained in it have been compiled, entirely,
from official documents :—

First, and chiefly, from the Annual Reports on Immigration pre-
pared at the Department of State, and by the Secretary communi-
eated to Congress in compliance with a requirement of the Passen-
ger Act of March 2, 1819,

Secondly, from Passenger Abstracts transmitted to the Seeretary
of State by Collectors of the Customs, and on file in the Depart-
ment, yet not embraced in the Aunnal Reports on Immigration, be-
cause not received wntil those Reports had been completed and
laid before Congress,

Thirdly, from such custom-house records as furnished immigration
statistics never communicated to the Secretary, or which, if ever
communicated, are now missing from the files of the Department.

The faets thus sceumulated, and exhibited in {he tables which
follow, contain all the available official information of importanee
in possession of the country relative to its immigration.
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Fifteen mouths have elapsed since the compilation of this work
was begun, and almost every hour not employed in the discharge
of official duties has been devoted to the task.  Hven a cursory ex-
amination of the published Reporis on Tmmigration, to be fonnd in
the Exccutive Documents of Congress, will show the extont and mtri-
cacy of the anthor’s labors. The first Report, embracing returns for
the yvear ending Heptember 30, 1520, consists of literal coples of
passenger manifests containing over ton thonsand names, to cach
of which are affixed the corresponding nge, sex, eceupation, and
country of birth; thns presenting in detail, and withont classifica-
tion, more than fifty thousand items, forming a book of about threc
humdred pages.  In the present work, recapitulations of that
Report are given, occupying ouly four pages,

The subzequent Repovts, although more eondensed than the one
mentioned, are (uite voluminous. DMany of them arve without
method, have no recapitulations appended to them, and, as pul-
lished, contain nmnerous typographical as well as clerieal erross.
Even thie Reports for the last three years, which have been pro:
parcd with proal care, and which arc much more perfect than
those preceding, have been recapitulated anew in order to embrace
additional information, and to scoure a systematio classifieation.

In conelusion, the author rvemarks, that, from the commencement
of this work to the completion of it, he has heen mindful of the
fact, that, to the general reader it can not prove attractive; and
the ouly encouragement be has reccived to proscoute the task and
to finish it, bas been devived feom the consideration that o history
of Immigration, exhibiting the wumber and sex, age, vecupation,
and eountry of birth, of passengers arriving in the United States,
fo far as the same §s officially known, would, if presented to the
public in the present form, never beeome obsolete, nor be supplanted
Ly another work of & similar kind, bt would exist as a book of rvef-
ercnce 50 long ns the American People shall feel an interest in a
subject which so vitally coneerns them.

Wasninoros, Ih ., March, 1856



INTRODUCTORY REMARKS.

PROGRESS AND EXTENT OF IMMIGRATION PRIOR TO L8149,

We will first consider very brielly the progress and extent of
immigration to the United States of Ameriea prior to 1819, the
year in which the present official history beging,  As, on this point,
no antheniic information cxists, it monst be determined by such
evidence as statisticians of that poried possessed, and by the rela-
tions then existing belween the United Hiates and the countries
from which persons emigrated.

The corrent of migration commenced its flow lrom Begland,
Ireland, and Seotland, and from Gormany tlwough the French and
British ports. It was subject to many flnetuations dwing o part
of (his time, but continned with considerable wniformity, it is
belioved, until 1806, )

Mr, Samnel Blodget, » statistician of more than ordisary re-
search and acenraey, wrote in 1806, while every fcl in regard to
immigeation was fresh in the minds of the people, thal fram  the
bist rocords and estimates af present attninable,” the immigrants
arriving in this cowntry did nol average, for the ten years from
1784 to 1794, more than 4000 per annum.”

During 1784, 10,000 persons wore estimated to have arvived i
e United States fom foecign contries.f

In 1818, Dr. Adam Seybert, member of the House of Represcn

* Blodget's Stalistienl Manunl, pags 75,
t Cooper's Information respecting America, Londen, 1785,
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tatives from Pennsylvania, in his exceedingly valuable * Statistical
Annals™ of the United States, wrote to the following effect :—

“ Though we admit that ten thousand foreigners may have ar-
rived in the United States in 1704, we ean not allow that they did
sa, in on equal number, in any preceding or subsequent year, until
18173 and he assumes that 6,000 persons arrived in the United
Htates from foreign countries in each year from 1790 to 1810:" to
him, and 1o the authorities he consulted, this avernge scemed a
gﬁnﬂl'ﬂl.lﬂ IR

During the ten years from 1806 to 1810, extensive immigration
to the United States was precluded by the unfriendly relations at
that time existing between Great Britain, Franca, and the United
States.

FEngland waintained the doctrine, and for a while enforced it
with success, that “a man, once o subject, was always o subject.”
This deterred many from emigrating to this comniry from the Brit-
ish empire. Numbers had previowsly come for the purpose of
entering the Ameriean merchant-scrvice, and numbers still might
have come which the fear of British impressment frightened from
carrying ont their design.

Another influence retarded immigration : in 1808, Great Britain
issued a decree declaring the consts of Fronee in a state of blockade.
A retalintory decree was, in November of the same year, issued by
France, declaring the British isles in a state of blockade,

To these restrictions on commerce— and, consequently, on the
unobstructed passage from Burope —succeeded the British orders
in conneil, and the Milan decree of Napoleon.

In March, 1809, the United States law was passed prohibiting
for one yenr intercourse with Great Britain and Froneo.

In 1810, the Napoleonie decrces were aunelled ; and the com-
merce of the United Btates had, in 1811, fairly commenced with
France, but only to have their vessels fll into the hands of the
British.

Preparations were now making for active hostilities, and on the

* Beybert's Annals, pp. 25 and 28,
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18th of June, 1812, war was formally declared by the United
States to exist with Great Britain,

The Gorman emigration sensibly folt this unfavorable condition
of affairs, inasmuch as the Germans embarked principally at the
ports of Liverpool and Havre; facilities for migrating thence to
this eountry being more numerous, and the expense of the voyage
less omerous.  Thus, from 1806, was the stream of emigration pent
up al its fountain.

In February, 1815, peace was concluded between the United
States and Great Britain; and, after several months requisite to
restore tranguillity and to secure the confidence of those desiring
to leave the Old World, the tide resumed its flow.” and with a
speed greatly secclerated @ as, from authenlic informalion, collected
principally at the several eustomhouses, it appears that, during the
year 1817, not less than 22,240 persons arrived at ports of the
United States from foreign countries. This number included Amer-
ican citizems returning from abroad.t

In no year previous to that had one half so many foreign passon-
gors reached our shores.  Many sufferings were incident to a voyage
serogs the Atlantie in a crowded emigrant-vessel; and there were
no laws of the United States either limiting the number of persons
which a passenger ship or vessel should be enfitled fo carry, ov
providing any measures for the health or accommodation of the
passengers. The subject seemed to deserve the immediate atten-
tion of Congress. In 1818 (March 10), Lounis M'Lane, of Dela-
wure, reported to the House of Representatives a bill # regnlating
passenger ships and vesscls,” which was read twice and referred.d

In December of the following session it was called up by Thomas
Newton, of Virginia, who explained the necessity of its passage.
It was read a third time and passed by the House,

# Even In 1516 emigratlon was to some extent Impeded.  An aet of the Tirdtish
Partiwment sllowed gessels do carry from Great Britain and Ircland to the Tujted
States only one passenger for every five tous, whils it allewed vessels to carry to ather
forign countries one passenger for every 1w fons.

t Seybory, p. 20,
{ See Annalbs of Congress, 1818 and 1818,
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Alter receiving nmendments from both the Senate and House, it
was finally passed, and approved March 2, 1818.°

In complianee with a requirement of this act, collectors of the
customs have reported quarter-yearly to the Secretary of Btate the
number of passengers arriving in their collection-districts by sea
from foreign countries; also the sex, age, and cceupation, of such
passengers, and the country in which they were born.  Aunual
reports, cmbracing that information, have, in conformity with the
same act, been communicated to Congress by the Secretary of
State; and, as before indicated, from these reports, chiefly, this
history has been eompiled.

The following statementt exhibits the

Procress A¥D ExTtest or Imuiomation - To toE UsiTep STaTes, FmoM S
TEMBER 30, 1519, 10 Decusuoe 31, 1855,

PEnon oF YEass g;?}:ﬁﬁ;: UFJEILTFH
Il'm ring the 10 years ending Sept. 30, 1820 | 151,646 | 128,502
‘ o1 7 Daes 31, 1839 572,716 | 588,581
A 9% €« Sopt. 30, 1840 | 1,479,478 | 1,427,357
| weoowogr s 8 Dee. 31, 1855 | 2,279,007 | 2,118,404
| (11 (13 BB} 113 & 111 £1] LT 4’482183?' 41212162_1:

Of the 4,212,624 passengers of foreign birth arriving in the
United States during the above-mentioned period of 362 yoars—
207,402 were Lorn in Bogland ;

747,930 « « Treland ;
34,550 « # Epotland ;
4782 & # Wales; and—

the division not designated.

1,248,682 others were born in Great Britain and Tveland,

2345,445 total number born in the United Kingdom.

® For thizaml all other passenger-aets of the United States, goo APrEsDix.
1 Instead of thiz, nny other combinstion of years may reedily be adopred, the com-

parntive stutements {pp. 174 amd 175) heving been so peepared ws to afford every
faetlity for that purpose.



