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THE TRAGIC MUSE.

I.

Tue people of France have made it no secret that those of
Englanid, as o general thing, are, to their perception, an in-
expressive and specchless taee, perpendicnlar and unsociable,
unaddicted to enviching any bareness of contact with verbal
or other embroidery.  This view mirht have derived en-
courarement, a few vesrs ago, in Pavis, from the manner in
which four persons sat together in silenee, one fine day abont
noon, in the garden, as it 18 ealled, of the Palais de 1'Tudustrie
—the central conrt of the great glized basaar where, among
plants and parterres, gravelled walks and thin fonntains, are
ranged the figures awl groups, the monuments and Dusts,
which form, in the aouual exhibition of the Salpn, the
depavtment of statuary, The spivit of observation is naturally
high at the Halon, quickened by a thousand artful or artless
appenls, but no partienlar tension of the visual sense would
have Deen m:}l.u'.mrl to embrace the chameter of the four
persons in guestion. As o solicitation of the eye on definite

grounds, they too constituted o successful plastic fact ; and
Vol L. i
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even the most superfivinl observer would have perceived thew
to be striking products of an insular neighbourhood, repre-
sentatives of that twesd-and waterproof class with whicl, on
the recurrent oceasions when the English turn eub for a
holiday-—Christmaz aud Easter, Whitsuntide and the autumn
—Paris besprinkles iteelf ot a night's notive. They had abeut
them the indetinable professional look of the British traveller
abroad ; that aiv of plepantion for exposare, material and
wmoral, which ig so oddly combined with the sevene revelation
of security and of persietence, and which execites, aevording
to individunl sesceptibility, the ire or {he admiration of foreign
commuuities. They were the more unmistakable as they
illugtrated very favourably the energetic race to which they
had the honour to belong, The fresh, diffused light of the
Salon mnde them elear and important ; they were finished
preductions, in their way, and ranged there motionless, on
their green beneh, they were nlmost ag much on exhibition as
if they had been hung on the line,

Three ladies and a young man, they were obviously a
family—n mother, two dasghters and a son—a cirenmstance
which had the effect at onece of making ench member of the
group doubly typienl and of helping to account for their fine
taciturnity. They were unob, with each other, on ferms of
ceremony, and moreover they were probably fatigued with
their course among the pictures, the rooms on the upper
floor. Their nttitude, on the part of visitors who had superior
Eef-llturm, even if they might appenr to some possers-by to have
neglected o fine opportunity for completing these features with
an expression, was after all a land of tribate to the state of
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exhaunstion, of bewilderment, to which the genivg of France is
still oapable of reducing the pround.

“Fn vie des abrutis!" more than one of iheir fellow-
gazers might have been hend to exelnim ; and certain it is
that there wns something dopressod and diseonraged in this
interssting group, whe sat looking vaguely before them, not
noticing the life of the place, somewlnt as if each had o private
anxiely. A wvery close observer would have guessed that
though on many guestions they were clogely united, this
present anxiety was not the snwe for each, If they looked
grave, moreover, thie was doubtless parily the yesult of their
all being dressed in mouwrning, as if for & recent bereavement.
The eldest of the three ladies bad indesd a face of a fine
anstere mould, which would linve been moved to galety only
by some foree more insidious Lhan any she was likely to
recognize in Parvis.  Cald, s4ill and considerably worn, it was
neither stupid nor hayd, bat it was fivi, parcow and sharp,
This competent matron, neqoainted evidently with grief, but
not weakened by it, hod a high forebend, to which the quality
of the skin gave a singular polish-—it glitlered even when
seen af a distance ; u nose which nchieved a high, froe enrve
and o tendency to throw hack her head and carry it well
above her, as if to direngage it from the possible entangle-
ments of the rest of her person.  If you lnd eeen lier walk
you wounld have perceived that she trod the earth in o
manner suggesting that in o woerld where she hind long since
discovered that one conldw’d have one's own way, one could
never tell what annoying nggression might take place, go that
it was well, from hour to hour, te save what one conlid,  Lady
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Agnes saved her head, her white drinngular forehead, over
which ber closely erinkled faxen Laiv, veproduced in different
shades in her childven, made a sort of looped silken canopy,
like the marruee at a garden-party.  Her daughters were
tall, like herself —that wne visible oven as they sat there—
and one of then, the younger evidently, was very prelly: o
straight, slonder, gray-eved English givl, with o good ™ Gzne
and a fresh complexion.  The sister, whe was net preity, was
also straight and slender and geayv-eyed.  Bat the gy, o
thiz case, was nod =o pure, ner wepe the slendernes: awd the
steaightness so mnidenly, The brother of these youpg ludies
had taken off his hat, a5 if he felt the airv of the summer day
heavy in the great pavilion.  He was o lean, stvong, clear-
taced yourh, with a steaight nese and light-brown hair, whickh
lay continuonsty and profusely ek from his forehead, =o
thad to sweoth 11 feom the beow to the peelk ol o sinele
wovement of the hand was vequived, 1 canuat deseribe Lo
better than by sayiug thai e was L

ie mort of ol ]::EILF]I'--'h-
wan who loosks 11:3_11@::.1_1131'1:.' well abeomwd, nml whose ,'._:'I'.“!ll."‘l.‘ull.
uspect—his inehes, his N, Lis friendly eyes, the wodulation
of hiz voiee, the cleanness of lLig lesh-tints amd the fashion
of his gements —exeilos oo the part of these whe cneounier
him in fur conntries on the gronwd of a cowmon specech o
delightful sympathy of race. "This sympathy is sometimes
qualified by an apprehension of aduce literadness, ot it almost
revels as soon ns such a donger is dispelled.  Wo shall see
uickly encugh how aceneate o measure it might have taken
of Nicholas Dormer,  There was food for suspicion, perhaps,

in the wandering blankness that sat at moments in his eyes,



