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. PREFACE TO THE THIRD EDITION.

Berorz presenting to the public a third edition of this amall
volume, a word of explanation ia due, both to my Friendly
reviewers and courtecus readers,

Divera opinions having been expressed ae to whether this ia
or is not, an sutcbiography, 1 muat premise that the second
title of my work states it to bo A tale of the real ond fhe
idenl’" and perhaps the hest deseription of what it actually s,
ia contained in A paragraph which I extract (for the entire notios
fe too Aattering to transeribe) from the Canada Bpectstor, as
followa: “The author depicta every scene with s vividness and
force which strike the resder with & belief that imagination has
begn reaorted to for the purpose of concealing the real actors.
Se4ewdd There is much {o indicste an extensive pamsonal
experience on the part of the writer, and, divested of ita roman-
tic charscter, the work will readily sppear to be & history of
petoal lifﬂ.“

That ia ity O moat divcriminating and Iucid bat ankoown
eritio—he real ond the sdesl. Moet of the characters, many of
the incidenta, are tangible and aetusl; the rest are but phan-
tasma, miry beings, having their dwelling-place In dreamland,
I tvem-ember Byron once wished that

*Womnan-kiad had but ons rosy mowth,
To kiss themn gll st onon from Horth to Bouih,™



vi PREFACE 10 THE THIRD EDITION,

Without exsctly endorsing this rather too tender senti-
ment; of the noble bard, the author, in humble imitation, haa
made her jdesl Philip d'Arey, an Amerfcan, that in bim she
might embody all the kindly feeling and gratitude of her heart
towarda a peopla from whom she has, during her short sojourn
in their land, met with unvarying sympathy, Thers s no
country in the wide world, not excepting dear old Enogland,
where women receive such chivalrons devotion ; no land where
the weak are more surely protected mgainst the strong, the
injured ageinet the injurer. o the noble naturs, the manly
intellact, the upright and high-principled oharaoter of my hero,
it may be I have drawn from life, it may be I have not; this ia
an anthor's pecret, which of coursa can never be divulged.

In conclusion, may I beg my readers and reviewers to con-
sider these “ Wanderinge" rather as n vehicle for the expression
of the writer's sentimenta and opinions, than as a novel of the
purely legitimate achool, The suthor can with troth say that the
occupation of writing it has begmiled many & wesry and lonely
hour; and i this kittle book bas in aoy way afforded gratifica-
tion to her amiable friends and numercus readers, ehe will feel
more than emply repaid for what haa in iteelf beem but a labour
of love, and o she withes each and all of you a kind farewell

Hew Yoz, May, 1848




