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In carly tines, the effarts of navigators were
very inconsiderable ; their voyages eonsisted
chicfly in a timid creeping aleng the coast,
amd rarely did they venture beyond sight of
lfand, The Dight of the sun by day, and of
the stars by night, was their only guide;
and 1y absence, as in the voyage of the
apostle Paul from Cesarea to Rome, was
productive of great perplexity and alarm.
This infancy of the art of navigation con-

tinued for ages; but at length the means
)



b COLUMBUS aND His TIMES.

were found by which its maturity was se-
cured.  To adopt the words of Montgomery :

" Lamg lay ihe aeean packa from man enncenlad §
Lol cams fiom hooven—the magned wes revealed,
A pupar gtar to e the sraman's eys

Thon the poln glory of 1he nomiberon sy g

Alke ordainod o shine by night amf dsy,

Threarg b ealme and temjest with ungetiing ray |
Whern'er the mountning rise, the Lillows rofl,

Frill with stroap impoise torning to tho poko

‘True os the =un is in the morning trie,

Toough lipht as film, and el ss the e,

The discovery of the wonderful property of
the magnet, by which a necdle s made lo
point to the poles of the carth, was a new
cra in the history of navigation. The ap-
plication of this power to its progress was
immediately perceived, and the marmer's
compass, now so familiar, was at once con-
structed. The nerth and the south could be
found easily by this instrument, with suffi-
clent accuracy, in every place and at all
seasons, though the day were clowly and the
night were dark ; and thus the domain of the
ocean was opened to mankind.

But though the use of the compass, which
was first employed by the ltalians, might
enable them fo perform more safely and



