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PREFACE.

THE Saxons were a people of Germany. Their origin
and extent of power will be clearly understoed by at-
tending to the following short historieal detail.

The sons of Japhet, migmting. from Asm, spresd
themselves over Burope. The earliest tribes that reached
and peopled the Enropean coasts in the west were the
Kelte *, and the Kimmerians, Commenians, or (zomerians;
from Gomer the eldest son of Juphet; such changes of
names not being uncommon. It cannot now be escer-
tained at what time the Kimmeriasis passed out of Asia,
but it was probably eight or nine hundred yeim hefore
the Christinn ®ra, as Homer4 mentions them ; and, acs
cording to Herodotus, they were settled'in: Burope long
before the Scythians. The ancient Kimbri, so formidable
in the earlier ages of the Roman history, were a nation
of this primitive race, which, in the days of Tacitns; hed
almost disappeared on the: Continent.

The Kelts were a branch of the Kimmerian stock
that dwelt more towards the south and west than the
other Kimmerian tribes. The Kelts spread themselves

# Kearol, t Odyz, A, v. 14 1 Melpom. sec. 33,
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over a congiderable part of Europe, and from Gaul
entered into the British Isles. 'Though Pheenician
and Carthaginian navigators probably visited Britain,
the aboriginal inhabitants, the ancient Britons, were
Kelts, who were conquered and driven into Wales by
the Romans. The descendants of the Kelts still oceupy
Bretagne in France, Wales, the Highlands of Scotland,
Ireland, and the Isle of Man.

The Scythian or Gothic tribes, descended from
Magog*, were the second source of European popu-
lation. Like their predecessors the Kelts, these tribes
came out of Asia into Europe, over the Kimmerian
Bosphorus, between the Black Sea and the Ses of Azoph,
but at a later period, perhaps about B.C..680. Béfore
the Gothig tribes came into Burope, part of them were
settled in Armenia, the richest part of which was ealled
Sakasina; and * they must have come into Armenia from
the northern regions of Persia4-” .This will account
for-the Persian words which occur in the Gothie tongues,
but particularly in Saxon. Abeut B.C. 450, in the
time of Herodotus, the Gothie tribes were on the Da-
nube, nnd extended townrds the south, Fifty years be-
fore the Christian mr, in Cesar's time, they were called
Germans, and had established themselves so far to the
westward as to'have obliged the Kelts to withdraw from
the esstern banks of the Rhine. In later ages they be-
came known by the name of Gets or Goths,

.The third and most recent streatn of population which
flowed inte Europe, conveyed the Selavonian or Sar-

o Porson's Remoins of Japhet, ch. iii. p 68.
t See Turner's Historyqffhe .dnglo-&m,w] 1. p. 99, fourth
edition, Svo,
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matian nations : they are mentioned by Herodotus as
being on the borders of Europe in-his time; they
therefore probably entered Europe about B.C. 300.
These coming last, occupied the most eastern parts, as
Russia, Poland, Bastern Prussia, Moravia, Bohemia, and
their vicinity, From these Selavonic tribes a thitd genus
of European languages arose, as the Russian, Polish, Bo-
hemian, Livonian, Lusatian, Moravian, Dalmatian, &e.
As the tribes of Keltic origin, the first source of
European population, are clearly distinguished from the
Gothic, and as the Sclavonic or SBarmatian tribes, the
third wave of population, have never extended so far
west a8 England, nor made any settlement among us,
no further notice will be taken of them or of their lan.
. guage. We are most coneerned with the Gethic, or
second stream of European population, and the lan-
guages which have flowed from the original tongue of
these tribes. The following tebular arrangement of the
Gothic Janguages differs in some particulars from the
tablein * The Elementsof the Anglo- Sexon Grammar;”
but, ss it is eatablished wpon legitimate principles, thean-
thor has no more hegitation in adopting it, than he has in
specifying the source from which his information is de-
rived. He is indebted to a letter of the indefatigable and
learned Professor Rask of Copenhagen for the division of
the Gothiclanguages into the Seandinavian and Germanic
branches®, Before he was favoured with this commu-
nication, he had not observed this important distinetion

#* Den store Golirke Folkestamme og Sproghklesse deler sig nemlig
first i to store Grene den Skandinavitke og Germariske, &c. See
Preface to Angelsakwisk Spreglere, p. 52; and for the evidence in
support of the distinction. between the Gothie and Beandinavian
branches, see Preface, p. 7, &c.



