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Bt is the intection of the compiler to add the profits
which may scerae from the publiestion of this work, to
il fand now collecting to defray the expenses of build-
img & school.bouss for the ebfldren of labouring persons
In the parish of Broad Bloasdes, in WHishine,
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*t yar sparkfall pouth lungh ot thelr great grapdfathbeors’
English, whi haud mora cere te do well, than to spaak
miviom Hie, wnd bt mere glory 6 ua by Chalr axploiting
of greal sobs than was shall do by sur forgiog anow worda
wid uneath phrases.

 Great, vorily, wes the glory of our toagae bofors the
Kerman Conquest, in thie, thet tha 014 English eould
expresa most aptly all the eoneeits of the mind in their
own fengue without borrowieg from any."—Caemdea’s
Remginan, p. 85, adil. 1636,
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PREFACE.

** Tme etymologist,” says Corvelius Agrippa in
the prefuce to his remarkable work on *The
vanity of the arts and sciences,” in which he
anticipates the resentment of their various pro-
fessors—** the etymologist will derive wy name
Jrom the gowt I'"*

Bearing thiz bitter sarcasm in lively remem-
brance, I trust I have not gone too far for
derivations in the list of provincial words which
follows, snd that my anxiety to prove them
will not provoke the censure or the ridicule of
the critic and the scholar.

Having, in my boyhood, resided in a district
of North Wiltshire remote from large towns,
1 bécame ncquainted with many—I may eay
nearly all—the provincialisms in use by the
rural population ; and the cares and anxieties

* Etymologiis suis Agrippe nomen indént podagricam.
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of later life have not been sufficient to efface
them from my memory: but, preat was my
astonishment and delight, when, on my first
acquaintance with Anglo-Saxon litersture, I
discovered that what for many generations past
has been considered a barbarous end volgar
jargon, wes once the langoege of Bede, of
Alfred, and of Aelfric!

This will scarcely be credited by persons lees
familiar than myself with these provincialisms ;
but, I am persuaded that any doubt they may
entertain, will be dispelled on comparing the
words in the st with those of similar signifi-
cation in the Anglo-Saxon language. Some of
these derivations are pelpeble and indisputable,
while many worde are retained to this hour as
they originally existed.

Every educated man knows that the basis of
our language is the Anglo-Baxen; but, it may
be quoestioned whether many persons are aware
of the existence of so many primitive Anglo-
Baxon words in the dialects of the West of
England.

The phrase * Dialects of the West of En-
gland,” will be well understood by those who
have made provincialisms their study. They
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will mot require to be told, that this dialect,
with its modifieations, prevails among the rural
population of the counties of Devon, Dorset,
Somerset, Hants, Wilts, Berks, Hereford, part
of Warwick, and even BSurrey, Sussex, and
Kent; and that there are a few words which
alone will suffice to identify a nafive of those
counties, and distinguish him from a native of
the more Northern provinces. The title, master,
will suffice. In the Weat this word is pro-
nounced measter, or maesier ; but in the North
maister, misler or musther. On the other hand,
there are certain words which are secasionally
proncunced the same, in nearly every part of
England. Among these are

Coom for Come.
Lang — Long.
Fram — From.
Mon — Man.
Crud — Curd.

The only difference is, that in the north of
England these words are invariably thus pro-
nounced, while in the wesi, the pronunciation
differs sometimes even in the same village.
Similar variations may be discovered in
Baxon writings, where in the same page come
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is spelt cym, eum, and cim, an irregularity
which leads to the inference that the word was
pronounced differently, and that the scribe was
perplexed by it.

There is another fact which denotes the
common origin of the English Language, much
g8 the dialeets differ in many respects. This
consiste in the transposition of vowel and con-
sonant, or rather in the retention of the ancient
orthography. Thus we find in the West of
England,

Hapae for Hasp.
Wapze — Wasp.
Thurgh— Through.
Girt — Great.
Claps — Clasp.
While in the North of England we have
Crud for Curd.
Brid — Bird.
and several others.

There is a peculiarity in the dialects of the
West of England, which deserves especial
notice : this is the sound of the diphthong oi
as wi. Thus spwile, for epoil. The w is
elso often sounded before a vowel, as stwone,
for stone ; twoad for toad, &c.: while the o is



