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TO THE

MARQUIS OF NORTHAMPTON.

My Logrn,

Wesr the obeervations in the text of
the- following pages were written, I did oot remotely
contemplate seliing them forth iv print, But having
bad it intimasted to me by scversl, that if they were
published, they might help to imske more generally
known the objests of the Socisty hefore which they
were delivered, and perhape also be the means of
awskening more atfention to an interesting yet munch
neglected subject of imguiry, I could not under such
cirenmstanoes refuse listening to the edggestion.

There ia no one, to whom they ean now with sa
much propriety be addressed as to your Lordehip, whose
refined approcistion of whatever is vEwzmabLe, and Bpav-
TiruL, and TRvE, will lead you to regard with indulgence
the most humble efforts when they aim at their illus-



v

tration. And if I conld soppose that your Lordship
deemed it needful for me to sddoce other motives for
thus coupling your name with the present volume, 1
should with greater mignificancy request to offer it you,
28 4 small acknowledgment of the very grateful sense
I ‘entertain of your kinduness to me as a neighbour and
a friend,

[ have the honor fto be,
My Loxd,
Your moet faithful snd mmch obliged Servant,

Cpasrizs Hexey Harmsronwe.

Coogroe or Cogexroe Raorory, sEax Norrraseron,
Dec. 7, 1040,




about Fuheral Monuments, you may
with justice aecuse me of selecting a
subject more sdapted to depress the
| mind end fill 3 with morbid associa-
i tions, than one that is capable of sup-

- =2 plring you with sgreeable and light
amusoment, When you look around at the derk and
cheerless forma that are suspended from the walls, yon will,
I am afraid, become instinctively seized with dismal sppre-
hensipns, and saticipate that the matter of this evening's
lecture will be somlre and gloomy. Nor enn I delude you
under the hope that it will be otherwise; or that I shall
go far change its complexion, as even to preclude the chancos
that the images of these mystorious and vnembodied forms
may rise up in megnified horror and disturb your sleep, For
I am intending not only fo introduee you to the personal
soquaintance of these grim and ghastly figures, but also,
if you will concede me a cenfiding attention, to carry you
with me in imagination to the very graves and cemeteries
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2 FUNERAL MONTUMENTS

from whenee they have been snatehed ; and I fancy 1 hear
gome of the depsrted exclaim,

¥What call unknown, what charma presume

To hreake the guiet of the tomb?

Who in he with vofee unblest

Thet calls me from the bed of rest
I wonld provail on you to aecompany me to the narrow
reeting-places of the dead. Iat us enter reverently, as such
apots should ever be approached, and contomplate tho slent
sanotuarios where the great and ths good lie entombed.
Their hones are mouldering into dust, and the mopuments
that decorate their shrine partake of the same fate. The
hoary hand of time has spread mildew on the buste and
effigies that have cecaped the ravages of human despoilers,
and with diffienlty their fair proporiions can be traced.
We shall behold the pomp of marble mutilsted and over-
thrown, and monumental brass corroded and defaced.
Yot amid this scene of havoo and death, we shall find
still lingering the veatiges of genine and tasts, and sce
the crestions of the artist ebeugpling for preservation,
rising as it were superior ta the shocks of dissolution
and doeay. Many a damp mnd neglected edifice yet
teatifies, by its shivered and disfigured monuments, that
thesa placos of worship were onoe mors religiously guarded ;
they preseot vivid proofa of the piety of those whose
names may be forgotten, but whose charity in erecting
thom is still & blessing, Nor, if we enter these holy
places with & sober and chastened mind, shall we fail to
gather therein some godly reflections, which will tench
ug to moralizo on the vanity of earthly greatness, that
will shew us our kindred with cortuption, and remind
us that we oursslves once bore a more intimste and
olose resemblance to a brighter image, though now it
ia dishonoured and broken.

The study of Funeral Monwments msy at firet scom

to you fatiguing and distasteful: even the very name of
the subjest is forbidding and chilly, 2nd the bare suspicion



