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INTRODUCTION.

It is seldom that I find a book so far above chil
dren that I canuot shave its best thought with them.
So when [ first took up one of John Burrcughs’s es-
says, I at once foresaw many a ramble with my pupils
through the enchanted conntry that is found within
its breezy pages. To read John Burronghs is to live
in the woods and fields, and to associate intimately
with all their little fimid inhabitants ; to learn that —
" Gord mode all the creatures and gave them our love and onr fear,

To grive sign, we ol they ave hiz ehillean, one family here

When I came to use Pepacton in my class of the
sixth grade, I soon found, not only that the children
read better but that they came rapidly to a better ap-
preciation of the finer bits of literature in their reg-
ular readers, while theiv interest in thetr new aunthor
grew quickly to an enthusiasm. Never was a little
brother or sister more real to them than was “ Pegoy
Mel " as she rushed into the hive laden with stolen
honey, while her neighbors gossiped about it, or the
stately elm that plaved sly tricks, or the log which
proved to be a good bedfellow beeanse it did not grom-
ble. Burroughs’s way of investing beasts, birds, in-
geets, and inanimate things with human motives is
very pleasing to ehildren.  They like to trace aunalo-
gies between the human and the irvational, to think
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of a weed as g tramp stealing rides, of Nature as a
tell-tale when taken by surprise.

The quiet enthusinsm of John Burronghs's essays s
much healthier than the over-wrought dramatie action
whicli sets all the nerves a quiver, — nerves already,
stiniulated to excess by the comedies and trasedies
foreed upon the daily lives of children. It is espe-
cially true of childven living in cvowded cities, shut
awzy from the woods and Lills, constant witnesses of
the offects of human passion, that they need the tonio
of a quiet literndore rather than the stimulant of a
storiny or dramatic one, —a literature which develops
gentle feelings, deep thouglt, and a relish for what is
homely and homwespun, yather than a literature which
calls forth excited feelings,

The essays in this velmue are those for which my
pupils have expressed un enthnsinstic intevest, or
which, after eaveful reading, I have selected for future
nse. I have found in themw few poses so hand as to
reipiive over mnch study, or a too frequent use of the
dictionary,  Jolm Buarroughs, more than almost any
other writer of the time, has a prevailing taste for sim-
ple words and simple construcfions, < 1Te that s
may read ” him. I have fonnd many children under
eleven years of age who conid vead o whole page with-
ont hesitating, If T discover some words which 1 fore-
see will canse diffienlty, [ place such on the black.
board and rapidly pronounee and explain tlem before
the veading.  Generally, however, I find the text the
hest interpreter of ita words.  What follows explains
what eoes hefore, if the child is led to read on to the
end of the senbemnee. It is n mistake to allow children
to be frightened away from choice veading by an ocea
gonal hard word.,  There 13 ne better time than lus



INTRODITCTTON. §

reading lessan in which to teach a child that the hard
things of life are to be grappled with and overcome,
A mistake also, I think, is that toilsomne process of
explanation which I sometimes find teachers following,
under the impression fhat it will Le * parrot worle™
(a8 the stock phrase of the “ivstitutes™ bas it) for
the pupils to read anything which they do not clearly
aml fully comprehend,  Teachers” definitions, in such
eases, | have often poticod, are no better than die-
tionary definitions, and surely everybody kuows that
few more fruitless things than dictionary definitions
are ever crammed inte the memory of a clnld. et
ter far give free play to the native intellicenee of the
chilid, and trust it to apprehend, thongh it may not yet
eomprehend nor be able fo express its apprehension
in definition.  On this sulject I glad to gnote so
high an authority as Sir Walter Meott: * Indeed T
rather suspect that ehilidven devive impalses of @ pow-
erful and Important kind from reading things which
they do not comprehend, and therefore that to write
down to children’s understanding is o mistake. 5Het
them on the scent anid let them puzzle 1t ont.”

From time to time I have allowed my pupils to give
me written veports from memory ef these essays, amd
have often found these little compositions sparkling
with pleasing informution, or full of that shildlike fun
which is charneteristic of the author. I bave marked
the ervors in these exercises, and lave given them
back to the children to rewrite. Sometimes the see-
ondd papers show careful corvection — and sometimes
the mistakes are pactinlly negleeted. Yooy often the
child wishes to improve an the first composition, and
s0 aulds new Llunders as well oz ereates new interest.

There iz a law of self-prescrvation in Nature, which
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takes cave of mistukes. Ewvery human soul reaches
toward the light in the most direct path open to it,
and will correct its owil errors as soon a5 it iy devels
oped far enough,  There is no use in trying to force
maturity ; teachers who trouble children Leyond all
reason, and worry over their mistakes, arve fumbling
at the roots of young plants that will grow if they are
let alone long encugh.

The average mechanical work (spelling, construe-
tion of sentonces, writing, ete.) is better under this
method than when more time 15 devoted to the me-
chanios and less to the thenght of composition. 1
have seen many reports of Burroughs’s essays from
the pens of children meve pleasing and reliable than
the essavs of some professions]l reviewers; in fhese
papers [ often find the children adding little sugges-
tions of their own ; as. * Do birds dream ?7 One of
the givls says her bivd * jumps in its sleep.” A little
ten vear old writes, * Woeeds are unuseful flowers,”
and, * I like this book because there are real things
in it."  Another thinks she *will look more care-
fuily " if she ever gets out info the country agamn.
For the development of close observation and gowd
feeling toward the common things of life, 1 know of
no writings better than those of Joln Burronghs.

MARY E. BURT.
Jowes Schoon, (micaco, St 1, 1857,



