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E_'RE FACE.

Tuz only reason the Anthor has to assign
for investigating the Roman History and
Traditions of Castlécary and the Great
Wall of Antonioug, ig his long residence
in the immediate neighboorhood. All the
circumstances from history, Roman re-
maing, tradition, and the names of places
in the neighbourhood, have been familiar
to his own miod for some fime ; and he has
done what he conld to throw light on s
onee important locality, and on o snbject
gtill very interesting. He trosts that others
will be stirred np to make farther investi-
gations, and be bas no doubt that they will
meet with an abundant reward. The eub-
jeet of Roman remaing is far from being



i LPreface. ;

exhausted, and iz well worthy of the at-
tention of aotiqueriang and others. The
great interest excited in the locality by
reading his investigations to large andi-
ences, and the desire of many to have a
rmall work on the subject, enconrage the
Anthor to ventnre thizs poblication.

CUMBERNAULD, Seplember 1364
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CASTLECARY,

SoMe ides of the ancient history of every
couniry may be derived from its battle-
fields. Even in the absence of written re-
cords, the battle-felds of Scotland, viewed
in tho light of tradition, form an interest-
ing aod profitable study. They are great
landmarks, not easily removed, and testify
where our brave ancestord mustered and
fonght for kindred and country. They
are heaps of witnesses, standing memorials,
which arrest the eye of the traveller, and
thrill the hearts of all troe patriots. For
exampie, five hondred and fifty years have
passed away eince the great battle of Ban-
nockburn was fooght and won, a.nﬂ the
independence of ﬁrml]r

lished ; yet the posts held by the

ing armies, the bloody death-field, and all
the great scemes and mr‘identa, sre fresh
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in the minds of those who dwell in the
locality, and fresh in the minds of all troe
Scotsmen. And we have no doabt, that
when many more centuries have

. away, Baonockburn will still be a green
spot and a memorabls watchword, not
ouly in the bistory, bot in the mind of
Scotland. Yes, the battle-fields of Scot-
land ean never be forgotten. In many
golitary distriets, the dust of our remote
ancestors lies sleeping, and the graves of
the martyrs flower the land. They fonght,
they stroggled, and they fell, ﬁght;i:g for
freedom and religion, for home for
friends. Whenever we, their patriot gons,
etand on snch hallowed spots, let the fire
of tree patriotism burn within os, and let
us linger and revisit them with li&!p rever-
ence and unfading interest.

CASTLECARY FORT.

There is no place in Bcotland possess
ing deeper interest than Castlecary. It is
the first known battle-field of land,
It is the centre of interest in ancient Cale-
donis. Itis the keystone of the old Roman
conquests, There our remote ancestors
fought many a battle with the Roman




