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PREFACE

Tura Catechism, of which the former cditions
were all published in America, is intended o
give Lo Bible-classes, and the older pupils in
Sunday Schools, some acquaintance with Baered
History subscquent to the formation of the
Chureh of Christ; to show the continuity of the
Chureh to gur own times: and to enable them
to read with greater intclligenee larger Historics
of the Church, if they have the desire and
oppertunity of pursning this most important
study. -

But, while it ig thus introductory in its nature,
it 18 s0 arranged, and interspersed with brief
biographies, that the learner may carry away
with him a very fair knowledge of the subject
in an intelligent and lasting manner.

As in the “ Gradual Catechism,” by the same
writer, the questions are for the most part
contained in the answers, so as to enable the
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history to be read off as a narrative without
referring to the questions. DBut there is npot
the same attempt, as in that mannal, to be Lrief
in the answera; for here, where the substance
is matter of fact and not of doctrine and defini-
tion, there 18 no advantape 1in learning by Leart.
The pupil is required simply to gain the infor-
mation eontained in the answers, and to state it
in his own words. The fall indexes of eontents
and chronelogy will serve to refresh the memory, »
and ag a means of exnmination. For teaching
in class the teacher may read aloud the answers
(and the questions where necessary), and after-
wards ask the questions; or, a portion may be
prepared beforeband as a home-lesson.
C.E G,

TPoows, 1890,
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CHAFPTEL 1
INTRRODUCTORY.

1. What is Clhurch History !

Church Hisfory 18 an account of the spread
of Christ’s Kingdom throughout the world, and
of the opposition with which it has beem met
continually.

2. Whenee do we learn Church History !

In the Holy Goepel we learn the nafure of
the Church, and the Rules by which it is to be
governed, and all that Jescs Cnrisy our Lorp,
its Founder, “began both fo do and fo teach,”
during the thirty-three years of His earthly
gojourn. The Acts of the Apostles show what
He continued to do, *“working with His
digeiples,” during the pext thirty-three years
or go. The Epistles, a3 a commeniary, throw
more light upon this subject. And Church
Historians, from time fto time, continue the
account up to the present time,

8. What general prineiples do we see vuling the
history of the Church, which male 4t wnlile all
secular History ?

It
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As the Church is the continuity or extension
of the Life of Christ on earth, Church History
is seen to reproduce many features of His
earthly sojourn.

4. Fxplain this.

Church History shows that the Church, like
her Lonp, was born in poverty and obseuri ty, and
persccuted throughout ; that she had intervals
of peaece and popularity, which usually sue-
ceeded, and were the preludes of, fiercer
attacks. We are told that she will have
her final perseeution like her Master's Cruci-
fixion, when she will be forsaken Ly many who
ought to uphold her; and finally will have
& glorious Resurrection, and then her heavenly
life,

9. How do youw knew that the Cloreh will sur-
cive her Crucifizion

Her Lord has told us *the gates of Hell
shall not prevail against it.”

6. What do yon eall the keavenly life of the
Chaireh ?

The heavenly life of the Church, that is the
life of those members who have departed this
life in a state of Grace, and enjoy the blessed
companionship of their Master in Paradise, is
called the Chureh Triumphant.

T. What do you call the company of those who
are still Heing on caprth ?



